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KALOGYNOMIA» 



OR THE 



LAWS OF FEMALE BEAUTY. 



INTRODUCTION. 

vSECTION I. 
Preliminary Observations^ 

- ** Is she beautiful I" To this question 

the replies are, in general, as various as 
multiplied. Yet, under the same climate^ 
true taste is always the same. Our vague 
perceptions, then, and our vague express 
sioiis of beauty, are owing to the inaccuracy 
of our mode of examining it, and to theim-* 
perfect nomenclature which we possess for 
describing it. To shew the necessity for 
improving both of these, and to make the 
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first step toward effecting such improve 
ment, the following illuatrations may 1 
UReful, 



I. We observe a woraan possessing t 
species of beauty : — Her neck is tapering; 
her shoiilders, without being angular, are 
xufficienlly Itroad and definite; her waist 
remarkable for fine proportion, is almost 
an inverted cone ; her haunches are mode- 
rately expanded ; her thighs proportional ; 
her arms, as well as her limbs, are taper- 
ing ; and her hands and feet are small. — 
Tlie whole figure is precise, striking and 
brilliant. From its proportions, it seems 
almost aerial ; and you would imagine that 
if your hands were placed under the lateral 
parts of her hipering waist, the sUghte»t 
pressure would suffice to throw her into the 



air. Yet has she few or none -of the 
ties of the succeeding. 



c|ual 
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II. We observe, uext, one possessing ano- 
ther species of beauty : — She boasts a luxu- 
riaot profusion of flaxen or auburn hair ; 
her eyes are of the softest azure ; her com- 
plexion has the rose andJily so exquisitely 
blended, that yon are surprisetl it should 
defy the usual operation of the elements ; 
her shoulders are softly rounded, and owe 
any breadth they may possess ratlier to 
her expanded chest, than to the size of 
the shoulders themselves; her bosom in 
its laxuriance seems laterally to protrude' 
on the space occupied by the arms ; her 
waist, thoug-Ii sufficiently marked, is, as it 
were, eo croaclied on by the voluptuous em- 
bon-point of all the contiguous parts ; her 
haunches are greatly expanded ; her thighs 
arc large in proportion ; but her limbs and 
arms tapering and becoming dehrale, ter- 
mutate in feet and hands which, in pro- 
portion to the ample trunk, are peculiarly 
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small. — ^Tlie whole figure is soft and vo^ 
luptuous in the extreme. Yet has she not 
the almost measured proportions and the 
brilliant air of the preceding species ; nor 
has she any of the qualities of the succeed- 
ing one. 

HI. We observe, then, abeauty of a thiK) 
species : — Her high and pale forehead an- 
nounces the intellectuality of her charac- 
ter; her intensely expressive eye is full of 
sensibility ; a soft and pale light seems 
sometimes to be shed over her lower fea- 
tures, in which modesty and dignity are 
often united ; she has neither the expanded 
bosom, nor the general em-bon-point of the 
second species ; and she boasts easy and 
elegant motion, rather than the fine pro- 
portion of the first. — ^The whole figure 
is characterized by intellectuality and 
grace. 
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Such are the three species of beauty of 
Mrhich all the rest are varieties. — Now, bh 
it is in general one only of these species 
which characterizes any one woman, and 
as «ach of these species is agreeable to, 
or is admired by, a different individual, 
it is obvious why the common vague re- 
ports of the beauty of any female are al'- 
ways so discrepant, and often so contra-* 
dictory. 

As, however, every gentleman must be 
solicitous, first, to understand, and next, 
to purify his taste ; — as, even in the im- 
passioned description of beauty, it must be 
his object, not merely to express a selfish 
and unreasoned perference, but to give 
an accurate notion of the object he de- 
scribes ; — as it would be disgraceful to the 
amateur in Kalogynomia — the fine art 
ivhich we now profess to treat, not to speak 



*^ 
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an enlightened and discriminating Ian- 
guage, it is indispensible that we should 
understand the scientific principle on 
which the preceding brief analysis of 
sei^al beauty, as reducible to three spe- 
cies, is founded. 

To attain this knowledge, and to acquire 
a mastery in the art of distinguishing 
beauty, a little general knowledge of ana- 
tomy, is absolutely essential. I beg, there- 
fore, attention to the following sketch. It 
may not at first seem interesting to the 
general reader ; but the study of one hour 
is sufficient to apprehend it in all its 
bearings; it obviates every future diffi- 
culty in the art, and it is the sole basis of 
a scientificknowledge of female beauty • 
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SECTION II. 

Of the Parts composing ttieBody^ and the 
Offices performed by tliem. 

In viewing the human organs in a gene- 
ral manner, a class of these organs at 
once obtrudes itself, from its consisting of 
an apparatus of levers, from its performing 
motion from place to place or locomotion^ 
and from these motions being of the most 
obvious kind. — A little more observation 
presents to us another class, which is dis* 
tinguished from the preceding by its con- 
sisting of cylindrical tubes, by its trans- 
mitting and transmuting liquids, or per- 
forming vascular action^ and by its mo- 
tions being barely apparent. — Further in- 
vestigation discovers a third, which differs 
essentially from both these, in its consist^ 



S KALOGYNOMIA^ OR THE 

ing of nervous particles^ in its transmittingp 
impressions from external objects or per- 
fc.rming nervous action^ and in that action 
being altogether invisible. 

Thus, each of these classes of organs is 
distinguished from another by the struc- 
ture of its parts, by the purposes which 
it serves, and by the greater or less obvi- 
ousness of its motions . The first consists 
of levers; the second of cylindrical tubes; 
and the third of nervous particles. The 
first performs motion from place to place, 
or locomotion; the second transmits and 
transmutes liquids^ or performs vascular 
action; and the third transmits mjpre^^ton^ 
from external objects, or performs nervous 
action. The motion of the first is extreme- 
ly obvious; that of the second is barely ap- 
parent; and that of the third \i^ altogether 
invisible. 
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Not one of them can be confounded with 
another : for that which performs locomo- 
tion, neither transmits liquids nor sensa- 
tions ; that which transmits liquids, nei- 
ther performs motion from place to placed 
nor is the means of sensibility; and that 
which is the means of sensibility, neither 
performs locomotion nor transmits liquids. 

Now theorgans employed in locomotion 
are the hones^ ligaments and muscles ; those 
employed in transmitting liquids are the 
absorbent^ circtdating and secreting vessels^ 
and those employed about sensations are 
the organs ofsense^ cerebrum and cerebellum^ 
with the nerves which connect them. The 
first class of organs may therefore be term- 
ed locomotive, or (from their very obvious 
action) mechanical ; the second, vascular, 
or (as even vegetables, from their possessing 
vessels, have life) tliey may be termed vital ; 
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acnd the third may be named nervous or in- 
telkctuah 

The human body, then, consists x>f or* 
gans of three kinds. By the firstJdndi 
motion from place to place or mechanical 
action is effected ; by the second, nutrition 
or vital action is maintained ; and by the 
third, thought or intellectual action is per- 
mitted* .Anatomy is, therefore, divided 
into three parts, namely, that which con- 
siders the mechanical or locomotive or- 
gans; that vrhich considers the vital or- 
gans ; and that which considers the intel- 
lectual organs. 

Under the mechanical or locomotive or- 
gans are classed, first, the. bones, which 
support the rest of the animal structure; 
•second, the ligaments which unite them ; 
and third, the muscles which move them. 
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Under the vital organs are classed, first, 
the external and internal absorbent sur- 
&ce8, and the vessels virhich absorb from 
these surfiu^s, of'the organs of absorption; 
second, the heart, lungs and blood-vessels, 
which derive their contents (the blood) 
from the absorbed lymph, or the organs 
of circulation ; and third, the glands and 
secreting sur&ces, virhich seperate various 
matters from the blood, or the organs of 
secretion t 

Under the intellectual organs are clas- 
sed, first, the organs of sense, where im- 
pressions take place; second, the cere- 
brum or organ of thought, vi'here these ex- 
cite ideas; and third, the cerebellum^ 
where volition results from the last.^ 



* To some it may appear thai the organs and func- 
tions of digestion, respiration and generation, are not 
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Coiii|K>iind5 however, as the organs of 
digestion, respiration, and generation are, 
yet, as they form so impoi'tant a part of 
the system, it may be asked, ^^ with which 
of these classes they are most allied?" 
The answer is obvious. All of them con* 
sist of tubular vessels of various diame- 
ter; and all of them transmit and trans* 
mute liquids. Possessing such strong 
characteristics of the vital system, they 
are evidently most allied to it. 

involved by this arrangement ; but such a notion can 
originate only in superficial observation. Digestion 
18 a compound function easily reducible to some of the 
simple ones which I have enumerated. It consists of 
the motion of the stomach and contiguous parts, of the 
secretion of a liquid from its internal surface, and of 
that heat, which is the common result of all action, 
whether locomotive, vital, or intellectual, and which is 
better explained by such motion, than by chemical 
theories. Similarly compound are respiration and ge- 
neration. 

Thus there is no organ nor function which is not 
involved by the simple and natural arrangement here 
sketched. 
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In short, digestion prepares the vital 
matter, yffhnch is taken up by absorption — 
the first of the simple vital functions; 
respiratian renovates it in the very midifle 
of its course— between the two portions of 
the simple function of circulation; and 
generation^ dependent on secretion^ — ^the 
last of these functions, communicates this 
vital matter, or propagates vitality to a 
new series of beings. In such arrange- 
ment, the digestive organs, therefore, pre- 
cede, and the generative follow, the simple 
vital organs ; while the respiratory oc- 
cupy a middle place between the veinous 
and the arterial circulation. Nothing, 
however, can be more improper, as the 
preceding observations shew, than consider- 
ing any one of these as a distinct class. 
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SECTION III. 

View of the Mechanical Organs and 

Functions. 

I. The BONES, considered as a whole, 
constitute the skeleton. Some of them at 
least inclose viscera, such as a brain, a 
heart, &c. ; all of them, in a greater or less 
measure, determine the exterior form of 
the animal, and the proportion of its dif- 
ferent parts ; and the whole of them, in 
connexion, perform the first of the me- 
chanical functions, which may properly 
be termed Support. {See Plate X. Fig. 1 
audi.) 

IL Although the bones unite to form the 
skeleton, and perform, for the other organs, 
the function of support, still the greater 
Quiober of them are moveable upon each 
other; white, elastic, smooth and polished 
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caitibges cover and increstfe tbe extent of 
their extremities wbereTer these are con- 
joined ; a loembranons c^mde inxests the 
space between them ; a liquid, contained 
in thii» capifiile, lubricates their supoficies; 
and white, fibrous and strongs, yet pliant 
ligaments, hold them in firm contact with- 
out obstnictin;^ their motions. These ap- 
paratus are termed articulations ; and the 
LIGAMENTS are said to perform the second 
of the mechanical functions, or that of CVm- 
nerion . ( See Plate II. J 

IIL The MUSCLES, formed chiefly of red* 
dish, parallel, contractile fibres, intermix* 
ed Hith veins, arteries and nerves, united 
in bundles by cellular membranes, and 
forming what is commonly called the flesh 
of animals, are placed in general exter- 
nally to the two orders of organs already 
spoken of. When the fibres which com- 
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pose any of these organs, are shortened * 
the two points to which it is attached are 
approximated ; and this is the sole means 
by which all the external motions of ani* 
inals, even those which remove them from 
place to place, are produced. The 
muscles are again elongated generally by 
antagonist muscles. Thus the muscles on 
one side of the fore-arm bend the fingers 
by means of their tendons, and those, on 
the other side of the fore-arm, extend them 
again. The muscles, therefore, perform 
the third of the mechanical functions, or 
tbat of Locomotion^ strictly so called. 
{See Plate III.) 

Thns, we have a slight sketch of the 
class of organs, termed mechanical or 
locomotive ; of the three orders of which 
it consists; and of the functions which they 
perform. The bones constitute levers, the 

c 
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articulations are their points of support, 
and the muscles are their moving powers. 
To the first is owing all the elegance and 
symmetry of human form ; to the second 
all its wonderful flexibility; and to the 
third all the grace and brilliance of motion 
which fancy can inspire, or address can 
execute. 



.4.. 



SECTION IV. 



View of the Vital Organs and Functions. 

We now proceed to the individual con- 
sideration of that class of organs and func- 
tions, which are termed vital. These func- 
tions consist, as already stated, of the sim* 
pie ones, termed absorption, circulation and 
secretion, which are generally preceded by 
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the compound one of digestion, and follow- 
ed by that of generation. 

The irresistible feeling, then, which 
obliges animals to procure new materials 
for their nutrition being termed hunger, the 
operation induced by it commences in the 
mouth, into which the aliments are taken, 
and, when somewhat solid, they are there 
masticated and moistened with solvent li- 
quids ; thence, by a locomotive operation, 
termed d^lutition, they are passed suc- 
cessively into cavities called the pharynx 
and the oesophagus or gullet, and into the 
alimentary canal, which is composed of 
several continued muscular and membra- 
nous tunics, somewhat analogous to those 
formiiig the external teguments of the body 
and which is also more or less long, wide 
and convoluted in different animals. These, 

by slight contractions of their fibres, form- 

d2 
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ing a constant vermicular motion, which 
the stimulus of food excites, press forward 
the morsel, Of this canal, the first dilata- 
tion is called the stomach, of which the in- 
ternal sides and certain bodies named 
glands, pour out liquids which, aided by 
the motion of that organ and of the conti- 
guous parts, and by the heat accompanying 
it, reduce the aliments to a homogenous 
pulp. The remainder of this convoluted 
canal, extending to nearly forty feet in 
length, is more particularly called intes- 
tines. {See Plate IV.) 

I. This compound preliminary operation 
being thus performed, the first of the sim- 
ple vital functions — absorption, commences 
on these internal, as well as on the external 
surfaces of the body. On the external sur- 
faces, in the internal substance, and on 
many internal cavities, the absorbing ves- 
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«els are termed lymphatics. Ou the intes- 
tinal surfaces, the nutritive part ofthe chyme 
or digested food is absorbed, by other ves- 
sels, termed lacteals. Both series of ves- 
sels, commencing by innumerable minute 
orifices, combine to form larger branches, 
and conduct their respective liquids — the 
l>mph and chyle, into the circulating sys- 
tem. The membranes of which the lym- 
phatic vessels are composed, are thin and 
delicate, without the appearance of fibres, 
and internally, have valves opening in the 
direction in which their liquid flows, which 
is toward the heart. This function evi- 
dently takes place upon the same principle, 
with that by which liquids ascend in capil- 
lary tubes, while, at the same time, it is 
aided in the intestinal canal, by the pres- 
sure of its sides forcing the most liquid por- 
tion of the chyme into the mouths of the 
absorbents. These vessels combine to form 



22 KALOGYXOMJA, OR THE 

larger ones, and all ultimately terminate 
in a trunk, called the Thoracic Duct, which 
pours its liquid, mixed with all the aqueous 
matters which have been swallowed, into 
one of the great veins contiguous to the 
heart. The (unction, then, which is thus 
performed^ is the first of the vital functions, 
or that of Absorption. (See Plate V.) 

II. The liquid thus absorbed is destined 
to renew that blood, which has ab-eady 
circulated — the venous blood, and to ren- 
der it fit for the nutrition of the body. By 
the VeinSy which, like the absorbents, are 
white, thin, transparent, apparently desti- 
tute of fibres and without pulsation, and 
like them too are supplied with valves, the 
blood, impregnated with carbon, and of a 
dark colour, passes to the heart. These 
vessels commence by minute oriiriiis from 
the capillary terminations of the arteries, 
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unite and increase in magnitude as they 
approach the heart, and terminate in one 
or two great trunks, after being joined by 
the great trunk of the absorbents. {See 
Plate VI.) 

Thi^ mere addition of the absorbed lymph 
is not sufficient to render this blood fit for 
the nutrition of the body. It is necessary 
tliat it should have contact with the air, 
before it pass into the arterial system. 
This is effected by respiration. It no soon- 
er, therefore, arrives, in the higher animals, 
at the right side of the heart, than it is, by 
it, propelled through a vessel to i\it Lungs — 
the organ of this function. This organ, in a 
great measure, consists in a peculiar minute 
ramification of the blood vessels, on the 
air-cells constituting thefine terminations of 
the windpipe, which increases their surface 
to such a degree, that it equals that of the 
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the air, on the blood, is necessary to give 
to the muscular fibre, its contractile power. 
[See Plate VII.) 

Returning now, of a florid colour, from 
the organ of respiration, to the left or pos- 
terior side of the heart, it is, by its rapid 
and powerful contraction, propelled, 
through another gi'eat artery, to all the parts 
of the system, over which the innumerable 
branches of that artery permit its dispersion. 
All Arteries are yellowish, strong, elastic 
and muscular cylindric tubes, but possess 
not valves like the absorbents ; the impulse 
of the heart being sufficient to give, and 
their own pulsatory action to maintain, one 
constant direction of the blood which flows 
in them. (See Plate VIII.) 

The BLOOD-VESSELS or rather the whole 
of these organs, then, perform the second 
of the vital functions, or that of Circulation. 
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III* Now all tfaoee minate ramificatioDs 
of tbe arteries, which do not open and dis- 
charge their contents into the retoming 
Teins, terminate in glands or in parts cal- 
led glandular, and give origin to secretion, 
which is the third function of this class. 
Secretion, as a general term, ought to be 
considered as involving, 1st, Nutrition, by 
which new matters are directiy added to 
the body; 2dly, Secretion properly so 
called, by which various substances are 
deposited, for future purposes, by the 
glands, which are greater or less masses 
composed of cellular membrane, absorbents, 
veins, arteries and nerves, curiously folded 
and twisted, and also by other organs; 
and 3dly, Excretion, by which various li- 
quids are thrown out by the skin, kidneys, 
&c. The different products of secretion 
evidently arise from the different arrange- 
niL'iit, form and niai;nitiidc of the vessels 
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by which they are deposited; for, in all 
secreting organs, these products vary pre- 
cisely as the arrangement and magnitude 
of the secreting vessels. Thus all the 
vital functions of animals appear to be re- 
ducible to the transformation of liquids. 
Secretion^ thus performed, then, is the 
third of the vital functions. (JSee Plate 
IX.) 

On this last of the simple vital functions, 
depend the compound functions of the ge- 
nerative organs. As digestion precedes, 
80 they follow the simple functions of life, 
— as the former prepares, so they propagate, 
vitality to a new series of beings. The or- 
gans of generation, are those which, on 
one part, prepare the prolific liquor and 
convey it to the ova, and those which, on 
the other, contain and protect the embryo 
during its developenient. On the first de- 
pends the character of the male ; on the 
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second that of the female sex. The testeH 
are the glands which seperate the seminal 
liquid; but several other glands prepare 
other liquids, which mingle with it. The 
penis contains the seminal canal, and, as 
it swells by the accumulation of blood when 
the animal is excited by desire, it is, by 
that means, rendered capable of penetrating 
the vagina, which leads to the matrix, and 
of conveying thither the liquid to vivify the 
ova. The oviduct receives the ovum, when 
it is detached from the ovarium, and con- 
ducts it into the matrix. The embryo is 
developed by nourishment derived from its 
mother, by means of the absorption per- 
formed by a large tissue of vessels — ^the 
placenta, connected with those of its own 
body. When the embryo has attained a 
certain state, the matrix expels it. [See 
Plate X. for external Views \of these or- 
gans^ and Plate XVI L and seq, for their 
Strnclare and Details.) 
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Thus, we have a slight sketch of the 
class of organs, which are termed vital ; of 

the three orders of which it consists ; and 
of the functions which they perform. Thus, 
to take a rapid review of it, we have seen, 
that the food, having passed into the mouth, 
is, after mastication, thrown back by the 
tongue and contiguous parts into the bag 
of the pharynx; this contracting, presses 
it into the oesophagus; which, similarly 
contracting, transmits whatever portion of 
it is sufficiently comminuted or digested to 
pass through the pylorus, into the intes- 
tines; these, similarly pressing it on all 
sides, urge forward its most solid part to 
the anus ; while its liquid portion partly es* 
capes from the pressure into the mouths 
of the absorbents. The absorbents, beau- 
tifully continuing a similar contractile mo- 
tion, transmit it under the name of chyle, 
into the great veins contiguous to the heart. 
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The anterior side of the heart, forcibly re- 
peating this contraction, propels it, com- 
mixed with the dark and venous blood, 
into the lungs ; there, girii^ off carbonace- 
ous matter, and assuming a Termition hue, 
it flows back into the posterior side of the 
heart; which, still similarly contracting, 
discharges it into the arteries. These, 
maintaining a like contractioii, carry it 
over all the system ; and, while a great 
portion of it, impregnated with carbon, 
and of a dark colour, returns through the 
veins in order to undergo the same course, 
its gelatinous and fibrous part is retained 
in the cells of the vascular parenchyma 
forming the basis of the whole fabric, and 
constitutes nutrition, while other portions 
of it become entangled in the peculiarly 
formed labyrinths of the glands, and form 
secretion and excretion. As digestion pre- 
cedes the first, so generation follows the 
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last of these functions, and not only con- 
tinues the same species of action, but pro- 
pagates it widely to new existencies, in the 
manner just described. 



SECTION V. 

View of the Intellectual Orffans and Func- 
tions. 

We now arrive at the individual consi- 
deration of that class of organs and func- 
tions, which are termed intellectual, and 
which consist of sensation, mental opera- 
tion and volition. 

The general organ by which we exercise 
the faculty of perception, is the nervous 
substance. This soft white matter, which 
forms the essential part of this system, con- 
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sists of filaments which approach each other 
as they pass inward and unite in bundles^ 
termed nerves, of which the filaments are 
separated and the whole enveloped by a 
membrane called neurilema. These nerves 
contain a greater number of parallel fila^ 
ments, in proportion as they are traced 
nearer to the spinal marrow and the brain^ 
whither they convey impressions from ex* 
teraal objects, and where they give origin 
to various operations. These filaments, 
from the centres at which they thus arrive, 
are again also, under the name of nerves, 
distributed over most parts of the body, 
whitherthey convey the influenceof volition. 
Thus, all these distant ramifications are 
united at one of their extremities, that is, 
in the head and spine; these central parts 
constitute a communication between the 
organs of sense and the muscles; and hence 
thev are denominated the sensorium com- 
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Fmuae. The less centres also, from which 

[ these nervous cords proceed, communicate 

with each other more or less intimately, 

and many of the filaments have no other 

I- use tlian to form fnch rom muni cations. 



I. The only sense which allanimals pos* 
sesit, and which resides inalmost the whole 
surface of their hodies, is that of feeling. 
It makes them sensible of the forms of 
bodies, and of their motions and tempera- 
ture, by means of the forms which these 
present. The other senses are affected 
ooly by different modifications of touch, 
but are capable of receiving from it more 
delicate impressions. They are, tasting, 
Moelling, seeing and hearing, which are 
excited in the tongue, nose, eye and ear; 
their organs being situate contignious to 
the brain. Saline particles, volatile ema- 
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uations, light and aerial vibrations are I 
forms of matter which act on tiiese four 
organs, the structure of each of which is 
appropriate to Ihenatureof the forms which 
impress it. The longue imbibes, by its 
spongy papillie, and distinguishes by its 
numerous nerves, the savory liquids which 
pass through the mouth. The nose per- 
mits a passage for the air to the lungs, and 
18 impressed in that passage, by the odo- 
riferous vapoui*s which it wafts. The eye 
presents to the light, transparent lenses 
which refract its rays. The ear opposes 
to the air, membranes and liquids which 
receive its concussions. Thus each organ 
of sense possesses a correct relation to the 
nature of the objects a knowledge of which 
it is used to convey to us. ^H 

From eacli organ of sense proceeds in- 
ward one or more nerves lo the hrain. 
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These nerves, when gently or rudely touch- 
ed by an extraneous body, have excited 
in them the corresponding sensation of 
pleasure or of pain, though their contact 
with the parts of the body which are na- 
turally contiguous to them, produces, in 
health, no such effects. Thus, from the 
action of external bodies on us, we know 
that the nerves affected by that action com- 
municate with the brain. A ligature or a 
rupture, indeed, by intercepting the phy- 
sical communication, utterly destroys sen- 
sation. These organs of sense then per- 
form the first of the intellectual functions, 
or that of sensation. (See Plate XI.) 

II. Where these functions terminate, 

that of the brain, or properly speaking, 

that of the cerebrum commences, and, in 

its complex structure, originate various 

complex operations, 

d2 




The impressious, Uien, 'vtbich act 
theorg'ans of sense, and there produce i 
satious, ultimately reach the brain or si 
sorium commune, by means of cei 
nerves, and there constitute percepti 
in other words, have their influence diflus- 
ed fi'om this central point, and rendered 
universally cognizable to the system, 
CEHEUKUM, then, perfoims the second 
the intellectual functions, or that of «ii 
operalion. (See Plate XII.) 



lered 
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ill. Tiiese operations having tei 
nated, the function of the cerebellum, 
placed under the posterior part of the 
cerebrum, ensues. Volition is the actioa 
of this organ ; and is induced by the power 
of the passions. Hence volition must 
be implicitly dependent on intellectual 
operation, as that is dependent on sensa- 
tion, and it again upon external impression. 
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ThecE&BBELLUM, thcD, peifomis the third 
of the intellectual functioDS, or that of v(h 
Utian. 

A second series of nerves proceed from 
the cerebellum to the muscles, and permit 
locomotion to be induced by volition. {See 
Plate XIIL) 

Here, then, appears the beautiful con- 
nection of sensation and locomotion, and 
the circle which they form : the muscular 
fibre is contracted by volition; and the 
will exercises this power through the me- 
dium of the second set of nerves. Every 
muscular fibre receives firom this set a ner- 
vous filament; and the obedience of the 
fibre to the will ceases, when the commu- 
nication of that filament with the central 
part of the system is interrupted. 
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A circle of functions, we may observe, 
thus exists in animals, because volition, 
the last of the intellectual functions, con- 
nects itself to the mechanical ones, by ren- 
dering them subservient to it in locomotion. 
Thus, the first and the last of these func- 
tions are as intimately connected as any of 
the intermediate ones, and a beautiful cir* 

cle of organic function and organic influ- 
ence is formed. 



"We have thus a slight sketch of the class 
of organs which are termed intellectual, of 
the three orders of which it consists, and 
of the functions w hich they perform. 

Thus, to take a rapid view of it, we have 
seen, that the organs of sense receive ex- 
ternal impressions which excite in them 
sensations; that the cerebrum, having these 
transmitted to it, performs the function of 
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mental operation ; and that the cerebellum, 
being similarly influenced, performs the 
function of volition. 



.4.. 



SECTION VL 

Recapitulation of the Organs and 

Functions. 

The anatomy of man is divided into three 
parts, namely, that which considers the 
mechanical or locomotive organs, that 
which considera the vital organs, and that 
which considers the intellectual organs. 

Under the mechanical or locomotive or- 
gansj are classed, first, the bones, which 
support the rest cf the animal structure ; 
second, the ligaments, which unite them ; 
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and third, the muscles ivhich move 
them. 



Under the vital organs, are classed, first, 
the organs of digestion, the absorbent snr* 
faces, and the yessels which absorb from 
these surfaces, or the oi^ans of absorption ; 
Mcond, the heart, lungs and blood vessels, 
vrhich derive their contents (the blood) from 
the absorbed lymph, or the organs of cir- 
culation; and third, the secreting cavities, 
glands, &c. which separate various matters 
from the blood, or the organs of secretion, 
and of which generation is the sequel. 

Under the intellectual organs, are class- 
ed, first, the organs of sense, where impres- 
sions take place ; second, the brain or or- 
gan of thought, where these excite ideas; 
and third, the cerebellum, where volition 
results from the last. 
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SECTION VIL 



Beauty and Interest which this Natural 
Arrangement of the Organs and Func- 
tians gives to a customary Division of the 
Body into certain Parts. 

Ijt is not uniisual to consider the body as 
))eing divided into the head, the trunk and 
the extremities ; but, in consequence of the 
hitherto universal neglect of the natural 
arrangement of the organs and functions 
into mechanical, vital and intellectual, the 
beauty and interest lyhich may be attached 
to this division, has equally escs4)ed the 
notice of anatomists. 

It is a curious fact, and strongly confir- 
mative of the preceding arrangements, that 
one of these parts — the extremities, consists 
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almost entirely of mechanical organs, name- 
ly, of bones, ligaments and muscles ; that 
another — tlie trunk, consists of all the greater 
vital organs, namely, absorbents, blood 
vessels and glands ; and that the third— the 
head, contains all the intellectual organs, 
namely, the organs of sense, cerebrum and 

cerebellum In perfect consistency with 

the assertion, that though the organs of 
digestion, respiration and generation, were 
really compound, still they were chiefly 
vital and properly belonged to that class, it 
is not less remarkable, that, in this division 
of the body, they are found to occupy that 
part — the trunk, in which the chief simple 
vital organs are contained. This also 
shows the impropriety of reckoning any of 
these a separate system from the vital. 

It is a fact not less curious nor less con- 
finuafivc of the preceding arrangements 



LAWS OF F£MALE BEAUTY. 43 

that, of these parts, those which consist 
chiefly of mechanical organs — organs which, 
in the sense already explained, are common 
to us with the lowest class of beings, namely, 
miaerals4(, are placed in the lowest situation 
namely, the extremities ; that which con- 
sists chiefly of vital organs — organs com- 
mon to us with a higher class of beings, 
namely vegetables^, is placed in a higher 
situation, namely, the trunk; and that 
which consists chiefly of intellectual organs 
—organs peculiar to the highest class of 
beings, namely animals:|:, is placed in the 

highest situation, namely, the head It 

is not less remarkable, that this analogy 
is supported even in its minutest details : 



*The bones, resemble these, in containing the 
greatest quantity of mineral matter. 

f It is the possession of vessels which constitutes the 
Titality of vegetables. 

^ In animals alone is nervous matter discoverable. 
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SECTION VIII. 



Concluding Observations. 

Id the six preceding sections is given 
such a view of anatomical science as is suf- 
ficient for all the purposes of our present 
inquiry. The extreme importance of their 
statements to the Kalogynomist will be ob- 
vious when he compares these with the 
analytical sketches of the three species of 
beauty in Section I. of this Introduction. 

It is evidently the mechanical system 
which is highly developed in the beauty 
whose neck is tapering ; whose shoulders, 
without beingangular, aresufficiently broad 
and definite ; whose waist, remarkable for 
fine proportion, is almost an inverted cone ; 
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wiiose hauDches are moderately expanded ; 
whose thighs are proportional ; whose arms 
as well as limbs are tapering ; and whose 
hands and feet are small ; — in fine, whose 
whole figure is precise, striking and bril- 
liant : for all these parts belong to the me- 
chanical system. 

It is evidently the vital system which is 
highly developed in the beauty who boasts 
a luxuriant profusion of flaxen or auburn 
hair ; whose eyes are of the softest azure ; 
whose complexion has the rose and lUy 
so exquisitely blended, that you are sur- 
prised it should defy the usual operation 
of the elements ; whose shoulders are softly 
rounded, and owe any breadth they possess 
rather to the expanded chest4( than to the 
size of the shoulders themselves ; whose 

* That is, to the vital organs it contatos. 
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fiosom in its luxuriance seems laterally to 
protrade ou the space occupied by the arms ; 
whose waist, though sufficiently mariced, is 
as it were, encroached on by the voluptu* 
ous em-bon-point of all the contigfuOiiB 
parts ; whose haunches are greatly expand- 
ed^ ; whose thighs are large in proportion ; 
but whose limbs and arms, tapering and 
becoming delicate, terminate in feet and 
hands which, in proportion to the ample 
trunk, are peculiarly small ; — in fine, whose 
whole figure is soft and voluptuous in the 
extreme : for all these parts belong to the 
vital system. 

It is not less evidently the intellectual 
SYSTEM which is highly developed in the 
beauty whose high and pale forehead an- 
nounces the intellectuality of h^r character; 

• Owing to the vital organs they contain. 
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whose intensely expressive eye is full of 
sensibility; over whose louver fealiires, in 
which nioUesty and ihgnity m-e often united, 
a soft and pnle liglit seems sometimes to 
be shed ; who has neither the expanded 
bosom nor the general eni-bon-poiiit of the 
second species ; and who boasts easy and 
elegant motion rather than thefnie propor- 
tion of the first ; — in tine, whose wiiole fi- 
gure is characterized by intelle<:tiiidily and 
grace: for all these belonjj to the intellec- 
tual system. 

Thus can anatomical principles alone at 
OQCe ilhistrate and establiijii tlie accuracy 
of the three species of beauty whiclt we 
have imalytically described : and with 
Bocb principles the Kalogynomist can ne- 
rer be at a loss to detect and to appi-eciate 
all the combinations and modifications of 
tbfiie species. Thus, too, knoi\ing what 
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beaufy really is, will be never vaioly at> 
tempt to describe it in tbe vague lang;uag« 
of vulgar obiservers. 



Now, it always happens that some one 
of these species of beauty character] zes the 
lianie individual during every stage of 
life; and, to the experienced Kalogyno- 
mist, it never is difficult to say which of ^ 
them pvedominales. It often, however, 
occurs, that two of these species are 
blended in considerable perfcctiou. 
union of all the three, is to be found oolj^ 
in those immortal images of ideal beauty 
which were createtl by the genius and the 
chissel of the Greeks. 



But, though one species of lieauty al' 
ways characterizes the same individual 
during every stage of life, yet, it is a 
fact, eminently remarkable, that the young 



be I 
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woman (whatever species of beauty pre- 
dominates) has always a tendency to 
beauty of the mechanical system; — that 
the middle aged woman has always a 
tendency to beauty of the vital system ; — 
and that the woman of advanced age has 
always a tendency to beauty of the intel- 
lectual system. Some women woAld seem, 
in the progress of life, to pass through all- 
these systems ; but the accurate observer 
will always see the predominance of the 
same system. 

It is a fact, not less remakable, that 
men of various ages generally admire pre- 
cisely those species of beauty which pre- 
vail in woman at corresponding ages. The 
young man admires beauty of the mecha- 
nical ; — ^the middle aged man, beauty of 
the vital; — ^and the older man, beauty of the 

intellectual, system. To this rule, there 

s2 
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is only one striking and r^ular excep- 
tion : — ^ men of little inteUect — silly fel* 
lows, always admire the same species of 
beauty with the youngest and least exp^ 
rienced :'^ — Whence their pursuit of gkls ! 

In a truly beautiful woman, none of 
of these*systems can exist in a gieat de- 
gree of degradation ; but of the three, the 
Vital system is to woman the most essem- 
tial; and £rom thirty to forty is generally 
the age of its highest perfection^. 
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CHAPTER I. 



OF BEAUTY. 



SECTION 1. 

{)f the Characteristics of Female beauty. 

The difference of the sexes is, in in- 
fancy^ scarcely observable. The same 
forms are common to both ; the muscles 
iiave not yet acted with sufficiait power 
fo modify the direction of the bones, or 
to impress a peculiar character upon the 
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skeleton ; and any distinction which ex 
ists between those paits at that early a]^^fl 
is to be found ordy in the width of tb^ 
haunches in the female, and in the greatei 
capacity of tlie pelvis or lower portion i 
the osseous trunk on whicli that widtl 
depends. 



At tliat early age, and soon after it,n 
similar mora! dispositions thiefly prevail. 
Girls have the petulance of boys, and 
hoys have the volatility of ^rls. Boysj 
Iiowever, become less attentive to little 
circumstances, and seem more determin- 
ed in their actions. Girls also become 
evidently interested about the impressions' 
which they make on those around them ;| 
and, when at play, they prefer alwaysl 
that sort of it which has a relation tol 
their future destiny in life. They become 
especially attached to infants younger 
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than themselves, and ai"e never more happy 
than when entrusted with watching over 
them, nursing them, &c. When an infant 
is not tit be had, a doll supplies its place. 
The day is passed in putting it to bed, 
awaking it, giving it food, teaching it to 
speak, and governing it in all respects. 
This natural disposition becomes greatly 
increased at the period of nubility ; and 
it always remains till the cessation of the 
menses. The real destiny of woman is 
characterized by these circumstances ; and 
thus those fools are answered who want 
to confer on woman the intellect and the 
occupation of man. At this early age, too, 
girls begin to try the art of conversation, 
which they soon after practice incessantly. 



At a mature age, the whole figure is, in 
Ihe female, smaller and slenderer than iq 
the* mHlc. 



RALOtn NUMl \ 



li) tlieMEcuAMcAL SYSTEM o( wotuan, 
the upper pari of tlie body is less, and 
Mc/wH-cr^M/fi more, prominent than in man; 
wlteretbre, when they stand upright or lay 
on the back, the breast is most prominent 
in the male, and the nious vt-ueris in the 
female : the utility of this conformation in 
the sexual embrace, and the indication it 
affords of the 6tness of woman for im- 
pregnation, gestation and parturition, are 

perfectly obvious. In the preceding, ^8 

well as in the following points, the magni- 
tude of the pelvis or lower part of the 
trunk has great induence on the apparent 
proportion of p^-ts iuid on the gem 

figure. From thai cause, in agreatmi 

sui-e, the shoulders are proportionally nar- 
rower and more sloping iu the fe«ak.- 
l''rQm lite iMime cause, tke back is im 
hollow. 3'/if /taH/icAfA.accordiiigly! 
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proportionally uider, and the interior ca- 
vity of the pelvis whicli is between them, 
lieiiig adapted to gestation, is more ca- 
pacious. Hence «oman has a greater 

base of' sustentation ; but lhi» advantage is 
ditninifihed by tlie consequent great se- 
paration of lier thighs, rendering walking 

more difficult and vascilaling. T/te 

thighs, which are more curved before, are 
also proporlionall)' larger, on account of this 
separation. 77t£ar»«, being less depen- 
dent on the structure of llie vital system 

and the trunk, are shorter. The hands 

and the feet, being also remote from that 
|Hirl, are less ; and the fingei's are more 
delicate and flexible than in the male. 



If, however, the osseous system be 
much smaller, the muscular system is in 
Bome parts more developed than in man. 
This, owing to the magnitude of the 
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pelvis, is most remarkable in the thighs. I 
Hence, results the delicacy of the female 1 
form, and the ease and suppleness of ita 
movements. The muscular fibre, how- 
ever, is more soft, yielding and weak than J 
in man, because it is necessary that it 
should easily adapt itself to great and ' 
remarkable changes. 

Such are the true characteristics of the! 
mechanical system in woman ; and when i 
ever there is a deviation from these, I 
there is in that system a proportional j 
absence of female beauty. 



With the VITAL system of woman, the! 
capacity of the pelvis (if not the conse- * 
quent breadth of the haunches) is stilt more 
eoijuecled than with the mechanical sys- . 
tern ; for, with thi? rircumstancr, all thosei 
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functions trhich are most essentially fe- 
minine — impregnation, gestation and par- 
tuiitioD, are intimately connected. Pro- 
fessor Camper has shown, that, in tracing 
the figures of the body of llie male and 
female in two imaginary ellipses of equal 
dimensions, a portion of the jielvis of the 
latter would he out of the ellijisis, and 
her sfaouldei's within it ; while in the for- 
mer the shoulders would project beyond 
the limits of the figure, and his pelvis, on 
the contrary, would be entirely enclosed 

within it.* The predominance of the 

cettvJar tissue, and the soft and moderate 
em-boD-point which is connected with it, 
is the next remarkable characteristic of 
the vital system in woman. It is thi» 
which facilitates the adaptation of the me- 



• The pelvis of ihe negren* is said by some i 
^atcT than thai of the European woinin. 
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In the INTELLECTUAL SYSTEM, WOfflan 

Ims tlte organs of sense proportionally 
larger, and more delicately outlined, and 
the w/tole uervous matter, pai'ticipates in the 
Mflness and mobility of the other parts. 



Hence, the sensibility and iutellectaal 
quickness of woman are greater. Herirw 
pressions succeed with rapidityi and the 
lut of these generally predominates. She 
has, therefore, more finesse and penetra- 
tioD than depth or force of thought. This 
m wdl adapted to her perpetual interest 
to obeerve men and her rivals; and that 
practice again gives to this species of in- 
stinct 3 quickness and a certainty which 
the reasoning of the profoundest philoso- 
pher could never attain. Her eye, if we 
may so express ourselves, hears every 
word \ her ear sees every motion ; and witU 




tti 
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the very consummation of art, she alwai 
knowy how to hide this conliuual obser 
tion under the appearance of timid eml 
rassraent, or, even of stupidity. She even 
feels her weakness in this respect: hence 
her little contrivances, her dissimulatioj 
her manners, her graces — in one woi 
her coquetry, which is the necessai 
union of several of her tjualities. 



ace 

1 



Such, then, are the cliaracteristics of 
the intellectual system in woman ; and, (as 
in the other systems,) wherever there is 
a deviation from these, there is in that 
system a proportiona! absence of female 
beauty. 



Having thus more minutely described 
the characteristics of the mechanical, vital, 
and intellectual systems in woman, it 
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would be impossible for the Katoifyliomist 
to fail in assig'iiiiig the reason of every 
female beauty and defect. The utmost f'a- 
ciUty,tncleed, in Kalogynomic criticism will 
result from a re-perusal of this, and from 
attention to the following Sections. To 
render that attainment, however, doubly 
•are, a " Catalogue Raisonne of De- 
FBCTS OF Female Beauty" is given at the 
end of the work. But the reader is en- 
treated not to have recourse to it until he 
has studied the Introduction and this 
Section ; as well as perused the Sequel. 

Let 09 add, however, a few more ohaer- 
Tations on the moral habits of the 

female sex. The weakness of woman b 

scarcely less essential to her nature 
dian is her vivid and varying sensibi- 
lity. Whilst man acts on external ob- 
jects by the power of his organs, or by the 
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ascendancy of his genius^ woman acta on 

man by the seduction of her manneit 

and by the continual observation of all 
that can engage his hearty or captiyate 

his imagination. To eflfect this, it is these 

very qualities which enable her to accomo^ 

date herself to his taste; to yield without 

constraint, even to the caprice of the mor^ 

ment ; and to seize the time, when obser* 

vations, made, as it were, accidentally, 

may produce their effect. Her highest 

duty is to please him to whom she has 

united her days, and to attach him to 

home by rendering it agreeable to him. — 

For many other moral and physical 

purposes, these qualities are not less es« 

sential. 
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SECTION II. 

Of tlie Model of Female Beauty. 

The influence of the organs which dis- 
tinguish the two sexes, and the actions of 
those organs, is evidently the primary 

cause of their peculiar beauty. This in- 
fluence is incontestible. The appearance 
and the manners of eunuchs approach to 
those of woman. Women in whom these 
organs remain in a state of inertia during 
life, acquire the appearance and the 
manners of men. 

When the liquid which in man is 
secreted in certain vessels for the pur- 
poses of generation, is re-absorbed in- 
to the system, it communicates a ge- 
neral excitement and activity to the 
character. It is at the period of the for- 
mation of that liquid, that the voice be- 

F 
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comes stronger, the muscular motions 
more vigorous, and the physiognomy bet* 
ter determined. Then appear the beard, 
and hair on other parts — ^the unequivocal 
sign of a new energy. When in woman 
also, a corresponding liquid is secreted, 
the menstrual flux appears, the breasts 
expand, the eyes sparkle, and the counte- 
nance becomes more expressive, but at the 
tiame time more timid and more reserved. 

The particular circumstances which con* 
tribute to female beauty, independently of 
that original happy organization which in 
general these only modify, but which, in 
a series qf generations, they may totally 
change, are a mild climate, a fertile soil, a 
generousbut temperate diet, a regular mode 
of life, the guidance and suppression of 
passions, and even cosmetic attentions. The 
more also that a people is advanced in social. 
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tnoral and political institutions, the more 
(other causes being proportional) does it 
advance, as to the nobleness, the elegance 
and the grace of the individuals who com- 
pose it. 

Female beauty differs among the various 
races of mankind. There is, however, a 
standard of beauty independent of all idea 
of that partiality which is wounded by pride» 
and which self-love with such obstinacy 
maintains. The negro, who wisely in a 
hot clime, prefers for his mate a woman of 
colour, always awards the superiority in 
beauty to the white. The Calmuck knows 
well the immense difference there is be* 
tween his own beauties and those of Tcher- 
cassia whom he impassionately seeks for, 
and obtains by the weight of gold or by 
the force of armaf. Every where through- 
out the universe a young and beautiful 

f2 
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woman of the European race cor 
tlie admiration and receives the 
of men. 



We accordingly find, that the 
feet model of beauty has been created by 
the arts among a people who possessed all 
the advantages vve have enumerated abi 
and where livingbeautymust have aboi 
ed. Yet few were the living beaul 
from whose chamas such ideal model ci 
beframed. The difficulty of finding theae* 
ev«i among the n'omeii of Greece, must have 
been very great indeed, when Praxiteles 
and Apelles were obliged to have recourse 
to the same person for the charms of tUe 
Venus of Gnidos, executed in white marble, 
and the Venus of Cos, drawn in colou; 



-dall 
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It is asserted by Athenieus, that both 
these famous productions, the picture a& 
well as the statue, were copied after i 
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courtezan Phryne, who, born at Tliespia 
ID Bseotia, had exercised her empire at 
Athens. Ailer having studied several at- 
titudes, she fancied to have discovered one 
more favorable than the rest for displaying 
all her bodily perfections. Botli painter 
I and sculptor were obliged to a<lopt her fa- 
[ vorite posture, while she tyranizcd over the 
eyesof theone, and the soul of the other. 



From this cause, the Venus of Gni> 

Idiu, and the Venus of Cos, were so 

perfectly alike, that it was impossible to 

remark any difference in their features, 

contour, or more particularly in their atti- 

tude. Both represented Phryne coming 

otrt of the sea, on the beach of Sciron, 

where she was wont to bathe in the Saro- 

I nic gulf, between Athene and Eleusis. 

I But the painting of Apelles was far from 

lexcitingf so much enthusiasm among the 

[Greeks as the aculptinv of Praxiteles. 
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They fancied liie marble moved ; that 
seemed to speak ; and Iheir illusion, says 
Lucian, was so great, that they ended by 
applying their lips to those of the Godd 



1 



It is said to have been at the feast 
Neptune, that Phryne, in the presence 
all the people of Eleusis, went naked into 
the sea to bathe, and that it was from that 
public exhibition of so beautiful a woman, 
tliat Praxiteles framed his inimorlul sculp- 
ture, and that Apclles made his admirable 

picture of Venus Anadyomene. To her 

nativecity, Phryne testified her attachment 
by setting up there an inestimable statue of 
Cupid, the master-piece of Praxiteles, from 
whom ehe obtained it as apresent. Thither 
umllitudes thronged to gaze on it with in- 
expressible delight and admiration.* 



• This is supTOcd to he ili. 
De Thou'» Memoirs. (Ic Itlls 






LAWS OF FEMALE BEAUTY. • I 

Let US now briefly examine this model 
offemale beauty. {See Plates XIV j XV, 
and XVL) 

The Venus de Medici. 

This is doubtless the most exquisitely 
beautiful remain of antiquity. The admi- 
rable form of the mammae, whence man first 
learns ideal beauty, which, without being 
too large, occupy the bosom, rise from it 
with nearly equal curves on every side, 
and equally terminate in their apices ; the 

luly when youngs, with De Foix., ihey saw at Pavia, in 
lite collection of Isabella D*£ste, a statue of a sleeping 
Cupid executed by M. Angelo ; which, after the most 
attentive consideration, appeared supremely excellent;, 
and filled them with inexpressible admiration* After 
admiring it for some time, another statue of a cupid 
was shown them, still soiled with the earth out of 
which it had been digged. On comparing this with 
die former, all present were ashamed of their first judg- 
ment, and agreed, that the ancient statue seemed to be 
an animated substance, and that the modem, compa- 
red with it, was but a block of marble without expres- 
sion^ 
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flexile waist gently tapering little furthi 
than the middle of the trunk ; the 
portion of it beginning gradually to swi 
out higher even than the umbilicns ; the 
gradual expansion of the haunches, those 
voluptuous characteristics of the female, 
indicating at once her fitness for the office 
of generation and that of parturition — ex- 
pansioDs which increase till they reach their 
greatest extent at the superior part of the 
thigh ; the fullness behind their upper 
part and on each side of the lower part <m 
the spine, commencing as high as the wain 
and terminating in the still greater swell 
of the distinctly separated hips ; the flat ex- 
pause between these and immediately ovi 
the fiasnre of the hips, relieved by a C( 
siderable dimple on each side and caused 
by the elevation of all the surrounding 
parts; the fine swell of the broad abdomen 
which, soon reaching its greatest height 
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iniiiiediately under the navel, slopes gently 
to the mons veneris, but, narrow at its up- 
per part, expands more widely as it des- 
cends, while, throughout, it is laterally 
distinguished by a gentle depression from 
the more muscular parts on the sides of 
the pelvis ; the beautiful elevation of the 
mons veneris ; the contiguous elevation of 
the thighs which, almost at their commence- 
ment, rise as high as it does ; the admira- 
ble expansion of these bodies inward or 
toward each other by which they almost 
seem to intrude upon each other and to ex- 
clude them from their respective places; 
the general narrowness of the upper and the 
unembraceable expansion of the lower 
part thus exquisitely formed, * whiter too 
than snow, and smooth as monumental 
alabaster^i^ — all these admirable characte- 

* The writer forgot it was a statue of which he was 
speaking ! 
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riatics of female form, the mere existeni 
of which in woman must, one wouli 
imagine, be, even to herself, a source 
indescribable pleasure — these constitute 
a being worthy of occupying- the tem- 
ples of Greece ; present an object finer, 
alas! than nature seems even capable of 
produciug; and offer to all nations am 
ages atlieme of admiration and delight#, 



I 

ion I 



Of errors iu this figure, I see none in tl 
general attitude, and as to muscular action 
nonecaiiexisthere; but the arms, of modern 
construction, are unworthy of the figure, 
having nothing feminine or beautiful in 
their form. There are two errors, however, 
even in the figure ; first, the loo strong de- 

* Some copies of lliis figure, and those of the largest 
size are so execrably bad, that one is almost prompted 
lo say, the copyist deserved punishnieDt for liis ii 
sibilily imd f^ross Btupidity. 
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pression or rather fold below the hips, and 
secondly, the form of the hips themselves 
which are far too little diffused, especially 
downward. The knees, lower parts of 
the legs and the ankles, also, are perhaps 
scarcely sufficiently slender. 

It was at the extremity of the modem 
Cape Crio, anciently Triopium, a pro- 
montory of Doris, a province of Caria, 
that was built the celebrated city of Gni- 
dus. Here Venus was worshipped ; here 
was seen this statue of that goddess, the 
most beautiful of the works of Praxi- 
teles. A temple, far from spacious, and 
open on all sides, contained it, without 
concealing it from view ; and, in whatever 
point of view it was examined, it excited 
equal admiration. No drapery veiled its 
charms ; and it was of such uncommon 
beauty, that it inflamed with a violent pas- 
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sion auother Pygmalion, who, hi the! 
dark, eudeavoui'ed to animate a cold and 
insensible representalion of a most fasci- 
nating' woman, and there left traces of a 
mad profanation.* The most advantage- 
ous oiTei-s could not prevail on the Gni-; 
dians to part with tliis master-piece; and'' 
Pliny, who relates the fact, praises them 
for a noble refusal, the object of which 
immortalized their city, as well as thi 
passion for the fine arts. 



The various views we have given of thj 
immortal statue sufficiently illustrate it. 



* Ferunt ntnore caplum quemdam, cum delituisset 
noctu, siuiulachro coh^Esisse, ejusqne CDpiditatis esM 
indicem mac u lam .—PI in. Hist, Nat. lib. xxxvi, cap. VmM 
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SECTION III. 



OfBeaviy in various Nations. 



It is in northern countries assuredly, 
that beauty is most durable; and it is 
also there that, in modern times, it has 
reached the highest perfection. 

Professor Blumenbach of Gottingen, 
whose profound science and perfect im* 
partiality no one can doubt, does not 
hesitate to say, that the English are the 
most beautiful people on the globe. Nor 
18 this wonderful when we consider that 
England, perhaps exclusively, presents 
the combination of those circumstances 
which are essentially favourable to beauty. 
In English women, moreover, beauty. 
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from the softness of its forms, the fairness 
of the skin, &c. has a character peculiarly 
feminine. 

In France, the most beautiful women 
are those about Marseilles, Avignon, and 
throughout the greater part of Provence, 
which were formerly peopled by a Greek 
colony from Phocis. The graceful, yet 
somewhat theatrical ease of the Parisian 
women is well known. 



The women of the southern countries 
of Europe are brunettes, with sparkling 
eyes and warm complexions.— Beauty is 
by no means general among the women of 
Italy; yet, in many parts of that country 
women of extraordinary beauty are to be 
seen, and among some of these that quality, 

is said to reach the highest perfection. 

Tlie most beautiful women of Spain are 
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said to be found in the neighbourhood of 
Cadiz; and those of Portugal in the town 
of Guimanarez. 

In speaking of the women of Greece, 
we may first notice those of antiquit}'. 
Beauty, then, and in that country, was un- 
rivalled. The women who possessed it 
in the highest degree, were al)solute]y 
adored. Helen, as every one knows, 
caused the famous war of Troy; the 
beautiful Aspasia of Miletus, set Greece 
on fire under Pericles ; and, according to 
Athenseus, the carrying away of three 
beautiful courtezans, was the germ of the 
Peloponesian war. 

A very unfavourable account, however, 
of the beauty of the women of Greece, 
has been given by De Pauw. We quote his 
opinions : — *^ It is a circumstance equally 
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remarkable and surprising, that while the 
terrritory of Athens abounded with men, 
whose corporeal faculties discovered the 
highest degree of perfection, no age or 
situation ever produced women there who 
were celebrated for beauty. 

" Negligence in dress, unsupported by 
any natural graces would have weakened, 
if not totally destroyed those charms which 
were necessary to unite the sexes. With 
a view of correcting abuses of that nattire, 
a sinsrular maijristracv was established at 
Athens, to superintend tlie dross of the 
women, and to constmin them to appear 
decently. The rigor of this tribunal was 
extreme : it imposed the hue of a thousand 
drachmae on those who neglected to adorn 
their hair, or discovered carelessness in 
their clothing ; and the names of such per- 
sons were allerwanls exposed on tables 
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lo public view. Thus the infamy attending 
the tran agression » exceded even the enor- 
mity of the penalty; for women, whose 
names had appeared in this catalogue, were 
lost for ever in the opinion of the Greeks. 

" This severity, instead of being useful, 
produced an evil entirely unforeseen. To 
avoid such disgraceful censure, every spe- 
cies of ruinous luxury was introduced ; and 
the women, adopting the most extravagant 
modes, carried particularly the use of 
paints to an excess hitherto unexampled 
among civilized nations. It became, in 
fact, a perfect disguise, and confounded in 
public places, the most profligate cour- 
tezan M'ith (he respectable matron, as Xe- 
nophon has exemplified in his Economica. 

** The eve-broA^'s and eve-lashes were 
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l>Iackene(l by different procedures, and tlie 
cheeks and lips coloured with the juice of 
a plant called lythogpermum tinctorum by 
botanists, which couitnunicateH a caroa- 
tion paler than carmine. On all occasioDS 
of ceremony, a coat of white lead, covered 
erery iace and breast without distinction, 
unless in time of mouniing'; and rules of 
exemption even then were not ahvajs r^ 
pected, as appears by the pleadiiigi 
Lysias. 



idiiigs^H 
lifieij^ 



" Never did a more marked difi 
exist among all the varieties of the humMi 
species than between tlie women of Attica 
-and those of Tchercassia^ The pure com- 
plexions of the latter owed nothing to art; 
and in themarket of Caffa in Crimea, they 
had to undergo many trials in the presence 
of purchasers, to prove that their cbanns 
proceeded alonefrom the bounty of nature. 
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'* The learned have always imagined, that 
the women of Attica had no other view in 
the cruel mode they had adopted of 
squeezing up their bodies, than that of rec- 
tifying the shape. But on considering the 
practices of those Greek merchants, called 
Andrapodocapeloi, we are led to suppose 
some more particular object. It was ob- 
served, that all female slaves, destined by 
them for the rich and voluptuous, had their 
hips compressed with knots of cord and 
bandages* 

« 

'* Several naturalists are of opinion, that, 
in the southern parts of Greece, the islands 
of the Archipelago and Asia Minor, the 
women are subject to uncommom effusions. 
Indeed the greatest anatomist of our age 
has discovered, that this singularity affect- 
ted even the very configuration of the 

bones, as appeared by a skeleton he had 

g2 
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received from the Levant.* Many indivi- 
duals of these countries wouldhave escaped 
excruciating pains in child-bearing, had 
not the construction of their robes augment- 
ed the danger of bnnging forth, as well 
as tliat of being bom. Yet all such attempts 
must have availed nothing ; for when a cer- 
tain peculiarity, proceeding from the nature 
of climate, affects tlie human frame, we 
mav be assured tliat its influence is un- 
changeable. Galen says, that in his time 
it was necessary to circumcise the women 
of Egypt; and the same necessity still 
exists there ; neither are tumors in the 
neck become less frequent among the in- 
habitants of the Alps, in the course of 
twenty centuries. 

" The virgins of Athenscould never have 

* Campery Solution d*un probleme propose par la 
Society* Litteraire de Rotterdam. 
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^apported the torments inflicted on them, 
under pretence of correcting their organi- 
zation, had not care been taken to diminish 
the necessary effects of the nutritive juices, 

m 

Dioscorides assures us, that not only the 
sad precaution of frequent fastings, but 
likewise astringent and ferruginous powders 
were employed, to prevent the bosom from 
growing too large, in consequence of the 
excessive compression of tlie waist. 

** These details are sufficient to prove, 
that all was artifice and constraint with the 
women of Athens ; while tlie men issued 
from the bands of nature endowed with all 
the Graces, such as Autolycus has been 
represented by Xenophon. Plato describes 
Charmis like a star in the firmament, sur- 
rounded constantly by a crowd of admirers ; 
while the name of Demus, the son of Py- 
rilampus, was inscribed on the porticos of 
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the town, and the facades of the houses^ 
to transmit to posterity the fame of such 
an acomplished mortal. 

*' Lucian, either expressing his own sen- 
timents under a feigned name, or commu- 
nicating in reality those of another person, 
gives us to understand, that the astonishing 
profusion of medicines, of paints and cos- 
metics, employed in replacing the defects 
of nature, became truly disgusting. Such 
excesses in drugs of every kind produced a 
sort of universal mask, at once tiresome to 
beholders, and fatal to sentiment. Terence 
has expressed this uniformity of air and 
countenance by a happy word borrowed 
from Menander. 



•Deleo omnes dehinc ex aoimo mulieies; 



Taedet quotidianarum harum formarum. 



*'l1it^;c nuniru werecfjually extravagant 
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in every tbiagthat belonged toilress ; and 
instead of au^roienting their charniK, tliey 
contrived to eclipse them entirely. ' You 
never suppose,' said a pbilosoplier, ' tbat 
the great lustre of rubies and emeraldsr 
worn about the neck, destroys even the vi- 
vacity of your eyes. So much expence is 
required to make you less lovely ; while 
mount Hymettus and the thickets ofDiacri. 
almund in flowers, which formed intO' 
graceful gni'lands and crowns by tiie hands 
of the sheperds, occasion little trouble, and 
and are presented with pleasure.' 

Some modern travellers have been in- 
duced by curiosity to visit the islands of 
Ibe Archipelago in search of that perfection 
of female beauty, supposed to exist where 
Grecian blood was purer tlian on the conti- 
nent. Instead of finding at Samos and 
Crete such mortals as Lais or Plu-yuo, 
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they saw, to their surprize, that the women 
there were totally neglected by nature ; and,, 
without even regularity of features, they 
appeared much inferior to the daughters 
of the north in elegance of shape, and briU 
liance of complexion.'* 

Such is the account of De Pauw — a 
paradox of the most absurd kind, for 
wherever men are beautiful, it is impossible 
that women should be ugly ; and assured- 
ly, the writer who some centuries hence, 
should describe the English women of the 
present day from our comedies and satires, 
or even from our homilies, would give as 
false an account of (hem. How opposite 
is the following statement pf a recent tra-i. 
vdler^ 

'^ It is not uucomnion, in the islands of 
th^ ArchipcleigOj to see girls marriageable 



lAWS OF FEMALE BEAUTY. 88 

at ten years old; and, when they have 
attained the age of fifteen or sixteen, they 
have scarcely any thing more to acquire in 
point of shape, strength, and all the attri- 
butes of the most beautiful physical consti- 
tution. 

^* It is not astonishing that women , whom 
the nature of the climate causes to arrive 
sooner at a marriageable state, should 
have moral dispositions which agree with 
tiiis physical precocity. Vivacity, trans- 
port even of feeling, accompany this for- 
ward adolescence of the senses. That 
devouring fire which endeavours to com- 
municate itself externally, is very active 
among the women of Greece. They are 
very susceptible ofthe impressions of love. 
Tender and passionate, the object beloved 
is every thing ui their eyes. To preserve 
it, no sacrifice is painful to them; and they 
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are, in this way, real heroines. What i 
charming: country is that where the mil 
ness of the cHmate and the dress of i 
earth are in delig'iitfnl harmony with that 
beauty, which love animates with its fasci-> 
nating features, tenderness with its B 
est elTusions, and a generous and entin 
devotion with the flights of enei^y j 
courage ! 



" But we should be mistaken if %ve tliou^ 
that tlie disorder of the senses accom- 
panied that energy, and that sort of deli- 
lirium of sensibility. These women, so 
tender and so impassioned, have, at the 
same time, no small share of rest 
while warm and profound affections 
rnent and agitate their^oul, that internal 
trouble is not communicated externally ; 
their deportment preserves tlie appearam 
of culmneiss und gravily ; scrupulous t 
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cency ceases not to guide their actions ; 
and proud of being ioyed, because they 
are themselves consumed by an ardent 
flame^ it is in secret only they give them* 
selyes up to the torrent of their trans- 
ports, which are so much the more impe- 
tuous as they have been longer checked. 
There it is that their exquisite sensibility 
is surrounded by all its charms, and that 
the delicate and sensible man can meet 
with the celestial happiness of seeing 
lavished on himself the expressions and 
all the marks of sentiments so delightful, 
in a word, of being loved, as he has 
scarcely the hope to be elsewhere.'* 

In fact, the women of the continent, and 
more especially of the islands of Greece^ 
are extremely beautiful. It would, indeed, 
be astonishing, if these descendants of the 
Greeks were not so, since the women of 
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all their colonies, as Naples, Sicily, &c.1 
are still remarked for it. The large and 
expanded eye, was, perhaps, the most dis 
tinguisliiiig feature of the Greeks ; and i 
is still to be found among their desceaJ 
dauts. 

The women of Turkey possess coi 
siderable beauty. They paint the 
brows black, as did the fJreeks ; and they 
remove, as do also the men, the hair of the 
pubis by means of a depilatory of oi 
ment and lime, called rusma. This 
also a practice of the Egyptians. 



^the 



The women of Arabia are not destitute 
of beauty in their youth ; but they have the 
custom, in common with many barbarous 
nations, of disBg'uring themselves by rude 
outlines traced upon the skin — a custom 
whicli doubtless originated amon:: those 
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sarages who, being nuked and without any 
other oniament, adopted this one. 

The women of The East areapplaudei 
for their beauty by almost every traveller. 
Belon i)t<;>iures us that there is there no wo- 
man, even of the lowest class, who has 
oot the fresh tint of tlie rose on a skin which 
is white, distendetl, sinooili and soft as vel- 
vet — II circumstance, perhaps, arising from 
their frequent use of thebalh. The custom 
of the Mahometans of purcli:)sing tlie most 
beautiful women they can find, has, doubt- 
less, also, contributed to their beauty. 
Hence the Persians, who were formerly a 
deformed race, have now become, especial- 
ly in their great cities, as Ispahan, as beau- 
tiful as the Europeans. 



The TcHERCAsaiANs, Mingrelians, Ka- 
rbemirlans and Georgians are famed for 
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iheir beauty. Hence, in Turkey it is m 
permitted (o Jews or to Christians to pur- 
chase these beautiful women : this is said 
more especially of the Kacherairians whi 
are reserved forthe faitliful. These womi 
are brought as slaves to Constantinople, 
and there sold, while young, and thence 
scattered all overTnrkey, inonlertoserve 
in the harems or to produce children to 
their masters. From the account 
has I»een given ua of them by the fern; 
Christians of the country who visit 
and from the small numher of those whi 
the practice of physic has atlbrdcd us 
opportunity to see, it appears that thi 
have European features : almost all 
fair with dark hair: some have flaxen 
light brown hair : all are finely prop) 
lioued when they are young ; but 
generally acquire, through repose, goi 
living, and Ihe frequent use of baths, 
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eiu-boii-point which constitutes the<1elight 
of the Turks, and which, iieveiihelessf 
exceeds the limits of beautiful proportion. ' 

Very beautiful women are to be found 
io India. Such are those of Lahore atul of 
Benares. These are said to be the most 
amorouH of the women of India ; and it is 
ronarked that they prefer the white men 
of Europe, to the natives of India. Al» I 
though tbeir comptexiou is a yellowiab 
browii, the expression of their features i» 
extremely soft, and possesses great viva- 
city, and their figure is elegantly and de- I 
licately formed. The yellow women of 
Golcouda and of Vtzapour, are still sought 
br in Asia. 



The women ofBAHBAitY are many trf' 
Ibeiii beautiful. Those of the mountains of 
Ihe Atlas are sufficiently fair; but those 



ilB 



c^iii^f. 



u. z 



wuff iffr»- jL Hi^ nifcriHi. sst&refl 



^ -fC & 



rvx^ ic Int iou^ 



puR. iific lue^ 'wiiuii SUSHIS' 



ftimuMsr ic iur ^urioietiL T'omfOu 




t V lima. St .L«£TT7 iCt 




ClMJiik lUbiiOESL TlUMTiH piff ■ il.Tl SMS 






tirv cl: 






ij:-r zj:?fC ^* ~"" <*-'~i* XJ>od, 






.uc 



. h ..^ 
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5 \egrz?>ls have ils** iheir beauty 

\%hMuz a LOr^ stTdit or ^mc^st aquiline, 
'though thU U bv DO meaas Decessanr to 
Ktliiopir b«iuty Lave also a ds:ure which 
*ftoiiUl not <JU:rrac a Europe*in : the lips in 
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lany instances projectiog but sllgiitly. tlie 
Wlvaiicement of the cheeks Iteiiig scarcely 
IPparent, .au<l the bosom being accurately 
placed and neither flaccid nor pendanf. 
Let us consider," says a French writer, 
those lips of a red like coral placed on a 
lund of perfect ebony, that morrth which 
ambles a rose-bud laid on black velvet, 
at double row of briniant pearls, those 
rge eyes full of fire, that amenity of the 
luntenance, that softness of all the forms, 
at Toluptuous flexibility, tliat unem- 
irrassed ease In every movement, much 
lore remarkable in the Negress than in the 
iropean, and — if we were permitted to 
lint other beauties, which in these un- 
:unate slaves are covered only with the 
ill of simple innocence, to how many 
jly though white women would they ap- 
tar preferable in unprejudiced eyes!" 
—Yet are not the fine mixtures of red 
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ip^d white, the expressions of every passion 
1^ greater or less suflusions ofcolour in the 
•le, preferalile to that eternal monotony, 
vhich reigns in the countenances, that im- 
■Moveable veil of black which covers all the 
cpuotions, of the other race ! Add to these, 
flowing hair, a more elegant symmetry' of 
form, and their own judgment in favor of 
tte whites. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



OF LOVE. .•> \ « X 
SECTION 1. -%lf].''< - 

Of the Origin and Ififluence of Liove. 



Parent of Romey propitious queen of lore, 
]>elight of men below, and gods above ; 
Who ponr*8t abroad thy life-diffusing soul 
To all that lies beneath the whirling pole ; 
The buoyant ocean owns thy genial powers. 
And earth, enriched with fruits, and deck'd with flowers; 
From thy fond smile the living tribes arise. 
And view, rejoiced, the orb that gilds the skies. 

II 2 




! before ihy radiant fonn 
I vapour, hdiI ihe wintiy stonn; 
tm Aas iba eanh her ftagranl breast perfumes, 
V lowers, andopeosall tlieitblMinis ; 
man, by tby potent wiles, 
» rough brow, and irlolfaes his faee iu sm 
R heavens, suflits'd with dealer light, 
la flBcMgJoiy shine seienly bright. 

LUCBBTIVS. 



In comparing the duration of tlie exifl 
aice of man with that of animals, pnber^ 
—that combination of circumstances ia 
which the passion of love originates, is 
more tardy in the former. Sex, climate, 
and manner of living, however, have a 
great influence on the earlier or later a^ 
pearance of the phenomena of puborfy; 
Woman attains to this state a year or two 
sooner than man, and the inhabitants of 
southern, long before those of northern 
countries. For this reason, in the hottest 
climates of Africa, Asia and America, girk 
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are marriageable at ten and even at nine 
years of age, while in France they are not 
until the twelfth, fourteenth, or fifteenth 
year; and in England, Sweden, Russia, 
and Denmark, menstruation, the most 
characteristic sign of puberty, is two or 
three years later. 

Thus it is impossible absolutely to de- 
termine any definite period of puberty, 
because it varies with variety of climate and 
of temperament. Upon the whole, how- 
ever, it is a little more early in the female 
than in the male ; so tl^at in this country, 
young women are said to be puberes about 
the fifteenth year ; young men, on the con- 
trary, nearly at twenty. 

Puberty manifests it self by the increase 
of strength and of animal heat, by the im- 




jUBtppptj of dw iiMima6iom, and liy tUe 

I ■ " , * , '-■'•' i ^» fl-'" ii;33 

It is discovered that the male is ca- 
bbie of propagatiou, and tliat the life of 
Hw species begins to exist, not 011I3- by the 
lissiou of a prolific t^t^meii, bnt liy tbe 
Rlteratioii of the voice, which becomes 
foller, deeper atid more sonorous; tlie 
chin too is covered witli a beard ; the 
genital parts are shaded with hair, and 
upeedily acquire the magnitude they after- 
wards preserve; the whole body angmoits; 
and the general charactem that distinguish 
the sex, which were so obscure befi»e 
puberty, and could hare been mistaken by 
a transitory view, are now tio stron^y 
marked, that it is impossible to he de- 
ceived in them. 

The change of the voice ia the most 
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certain index of an acquired aptitude for 
the act of reproduction. The followmg 
observations prove that it arises from the 
increasing perfection of the vocal organs, 
which always accompanies that of the sex- 
ual parts : that at the time of puberty 

the organ of voice rapidly increases ; that, 
ill less than a year, the aperture of the 
glottis augments in the proportion of five to 
ten ; and that its extent is, in fact, doubled 
both in length and breadth ; that these 
changes are less strongly marked in woman, 
whose glottis enlarges only in the propor- 
tion of five to seven ; and that in this point of 
view, she resembles children, as the tone 
of her voice already indicated. 

We must not, however, judge of the 
advancement of the young man by the 
early appearance of the beard ; for it is 
known , that those who abandon themselves 
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early to itexml iudulgence bate aii earlier 
beard. Uaicv, Martial sii\s, 

Inile tiapn relent pili, uinuil3<tue main 
BMln 

But if maabood be pr^nalure ; dea 
fatal deaUi is premature also. 

At IhispmfMl, ioTUE FEMALE, a cellular 
tissuemore abundant and tilled with an oiljr 
liquid fills upthefurro^rab^weea ^ ipqsr 
cles and goitly distoids tbe skiB. He«oe 
certain pails, agthehreasts, reoarexeoukr 
able increase, at the same tjime thM JhoM 
aympatby with tbe uterus calls :iiitO:;tll 
their vessels a more coosidervble qn«nti^ 
of liquids. 

: :' /' 

Now, afi^themanuns.ofdie.yonig:fe> 
oiide and the beard of the^yonttg man faaae 
b^un to grow, and oUier phenomena of 
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approachiog puberty have taken place in 
both sexes, she beguis to menstruate, and 
he to secrete the seminal fluid. 

In each sex, however, the general con- 
texture of the organs and the new and more 
stimulating liquids which are then pre- 
pared, differ essentially.' In the young- 
man, it is necessary that the strength of 
the fibres should augment, and that all the 
iropressions should become more power- 
ful. In the young woman, the extreme 

&ctlity of the movements keeps the 
Strength depressed to a lower degree : it 
assumes only a character of greater vi- 
vacity. 

The new want which is now felt, pro- 
duces in man a mixture of audacity and of 
timidity — audacity, because he feels that all 
bis organs are animated with a new vigor. 




Kvac 

; tke BataHCoT ibe de- 
aarcs vkicb W ilaac»b> Ana jBlonialiet . 
Iiiwii If, aad Ktrntf a diatraEt of Ihor 

••cccs discesccrts bwi. In the tpdii« 

woBaa, Ike sane vaol gives buth loa 
MBtiiiimt nnkomrB beforr — ^laine, whidi 
OUT be n^arded as a circuitous exprts- 
LjioQ of the de^re^. or as ibe lavoluutary 
fliga of Ibeir secret impressions. It deve* 
lopes a resoorce which was hitherto but 
hnpeHectly understood — coqoetiy, . of 
which the effects would seem at fiist to be 
destined to compeosatefortiiose of shame; 
yet it, in teality, kuows how hj buns to 
confer on these, and to borrow from them, 
pew power. 



In both sexes, the first years which 8nc> 
ceed to nability are some times accompa- 
nied by the bursting out of taleuts of Tari- 
otwkuidv. 
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The symptoms by which puberty is 
distinguished in the female, demand here 
particular notice. The swelling of the 
genital parts renders their apertures and 
canals narrower ; the breasts become round 
and elevated, forming considerable pro- 
jections beyond the thorax ; and she is 
subject to a sanguineous discharge which 
takes place every month from the vessels 
of the uterus, and is known by the name 
of menses. 

This periodical evacuation manifests 
itself in most women by all the signs which 
indicate a plethora of the circulatory sys- 
tem; as spontaneous lassitude, flushes of 
heat in the face, animated and lively coun- 
tenance, and by others, which manifest a 
direction of the humours towards the 
uterus, local plethora of that org-an, pains 
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ia the lambar regione, &c. The first ai>- 1 
pearance of the menses tenuinates this ' 
state, which iu numerous instances may I 
be considered a real disease; a pure and 
crimson blood flows ia greater or less ' 
abundance for several days ; and the fe- 
male is relieved from those oppressive 
symptoms. J 

This evacuation, at first irregular, after- 
wards becomes periodical every month, 
lasting from two to eight days, and evacu* 
ating from three ounces to a pound of 
blood at each time. In women of a sao- 
guineous temperament, of full habit and 
libidinons propensity, or in weak women, 
the menses remain longest and flow in the 
greatest quantity. The blood effused ia red, 
arterial, and, in a healthy person, does 
not possess any of those ili qualities which i 
have been iitlribiilcd to it. 
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During the whole term of meiistniatioii, 
ivomeu are weaker, more delicate, and 
more susceptible of impressions ; all their 
organs participate more or less in the af- ' 
fectiona of the uterus ; and it is not diffi- 
cult for an experienced observer to dis* 
tinguish this state by the stroke of the 
pulse, but still more by the alteration of 
the face and tone of the voice. Women 
at that time require the greatesit care : 
an unnecessary venesection, a purge, or 
other medicine improperly administered, 
may suppress the evacuation, and occasion 
the most serious atTectioQs. 

We tnnst remark, in a general sense, 
that the periodical flow of the mensea 
seems to abstract females from many in- 
convenicnccK that are prevalent in our 
sex, aft the gout and calculous aflectious, 
so unusual in them, and so frequent in us. 



iia 
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Nor can we omit disliugiiishiiig; in tb 
I ail iiupoi'tnnt use relative to coq 
I . — the generality of female quadr^ 
pedA'lil.Te their sexual parts moiatenei 
lodta l^cldisli lymph during the term (] 
Mlaaoasnes^. It was, moreover, ne< 
aalry fcr this organ to be accustora 
to receive a great quantity of blood, in 
ivder, timt the state of pregnancy nhich 
requires this afflux might not occasion 
changes pi-ejudicial to the whole system 
of vital functions. 



The menstrual evacuation is suspended 
during pregnancy, and also in the first 
months of giving suck, although tjie latter 
rule admits of numerous exceptions. In . 
our climate, it ceases from the fortieth to 
the fiftieth year; sometimes sooner; seldom 
later. In women of irritable temper or of 
violent passions, and in those who arc of 
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sickly habit, or who are badly nourish- 
ed, when the period of the menses is- 
past, the breasts become flaccid, the fleshy 
contour of the body diminishes, the skin 
forms wrinkles, and loses its softness and 

colomr. This cessation is the cause of 
many diseases observed at this age, called 
Uie turn of life, which are fatal to a great 
number of women : but it is also observed, 
that when this dangerous time has pased, 
their life is more secure, and a probability 
exists of its being protracted beyond that 
of a man of equal age. /' 

The nervous orgasm with which the 
first eruption of the menses is accom- 
panied, is, in part, renewed at the follow- 
ing monthly periods at which that flow 
returns. At each of these periods, the 
sensibility becomes more delicate and 
more exquisite. During the whole dura- 



Its 




a3Ml c2pr:c{u<K. 



At the period, then, of puberty , which 
we hare thus described in both sexe«, 

the ^^Aiial issTinc:, g3 ii by a spontaneous 

iritemal voice ci" Lanire, at first excite?, 
hiifl then readers more prone to, the 

' :X^:TffA embrace, man who is now in the 

flower of his life. At that age, the agitation 

aiifj the dL>or(ler of the senses give birth to 

a new sense, in which man alone, seems 

to rweive his existence, in which every 

ihin^- becomes animated and embellished, 

and in which all aromid him appears to 

burn with the same flame by which he is 

dolirioinlv coiisumod. 
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Nor k this influence of love confined to 
plan alone : it extends almost to the whole 
of nature, as is shown in the following 
lines of Darwin, so beautifully, that we 
cannot here omit them. 



** Now young Desires, on purple pinious borne. 
Mount the warm grades of manhood's rising moro, 
With softer fires through virgin bosoms dart. 
Flush the pale cheek, and goad the tender heart. 
Ere the weak powers of transient Life decay. 
And Heaven's ethereal image melts away ; 
LoTB with nice touch renews the organic frame, 
Fotms a young Ens, another and the same ; 
Gives from his rosy lips the vital breath. 
And parries with his hand the shafts of death ; 
While Beauty broods with angel wings unfurVd 
0*er nascent life, and saves the sinking world. 

** Hence on green leaves the sexual Pleasures dwell 
And Loves and Beauties crowd the blossom*s bell ; 
The wakeful Anther in his silken bed 
0*er the pleased Stigma bows his waxen head ; 
With meeting lips and mingling smiles they sup 
AmbroMal dewdrops from the nectar*d cup ; 
Or bnoy'd in air the plumy Lover springs. 
And seeks his panting bride on Hymen- wings, 

X 
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" So in toad iwiiwii tbe linn^ AhUicis dine 
Of bri^I ViOifisa oa iIk wstj Rhine ; 
Bmk fraat tbeii ittva, aod on tbe liqwd £bs» 
Sammail (he adninag Stigvns » ibc}' pass - 
Tfac kne-«iek B«aaucs lift iheitcsseiK^d bn>«3. 
Sigh to ihe Cypiiis qnccs iheit K«ret vom. 
Like «atdif«l Hero fwl ifadi soft alarms, 
AMidasp libcir doaiii^ krvns inlkdr aims. 

*' Hence the nta)e Ants theii gmxy wings onfold, 
And young Lampyris waves his plumes of gnid ; 
The Glow-Konn sparkles with impassion'd light 
On each green baoL, and cfaanns the eye of ntghl ; 
While new de&ires the painted Snail perplex. 
And 4wofuId loTc nuiles the double sex. 

"Hence, when (he Honi* in Iulta*i knifa 
To spiiiig's wann beam its timid leafeipand* ; 
The SItk-wonn limods in countless Irilws above 
Crop Ihc gretu licasurt, uuiDluim'd of luvt ; 
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En:<*bile tko chaD^ful worm vritli cirrling head 

Weai>eB the nice ctirUins of his silken bed ; 

Web vriihio web involves bis larva forpi. 

Alike secured from sunshine and from storm ; 

For twelve long days He dreams of blossom'd graven, 

Dntasted boney, and ideal loves ; 

Wakes from liis trance, alanu'd with yonng Desiie, 

I^mds bis new sex, dnd feels ecstatic lire ; 

Vioni flower to flower wilb houey'd lip ho springs. 

Aud setks liis velver loves on silver wings. 



The demon, Jeulousy, with gorgoti frown 
ts the sweet flowers of Pleasure nut his own ; 
Rfdis bis wild eyes, and through the Khuddenng giu 
Pursues the steps of unsospecting Love : 
Or drives o'er rattling plains his iron car, 
Flitigs his red torch, and lights the flames of war. 



Here Gocks heroic burn with rival rage, 
And Quails with quails in doubtful fight engage; 
Of armed heels and bristliug plumage proud. 
Tbey sound the insulting clarion shrill and loud. 
With rastliDg pinions meet, and swelling chests. 
And seize with closing beaks their bleeding creiiii 
Rise on quick wing above the struggling foe, 
ADd tim in air the death -devoting blow. 

fie the hoarse Stag his croaking rival scorns. 
And bulls and parries with bis blanching horns ; 

1 2 
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Centending Boars with tnsk eoamellM strike. 
And guard with shookler-shidd the blow oblique ; 
While female bands attend in mate surprise. 
And view the victor with admiring eyes.-— 



** So Knight on knight, recorded in nMnaoce, 
Urged the proud steed, and coochM the extended lance ; 
He, whose dread prowess with resistless force, 
0*erthrew the opposing warrior and bis horse. 
Blessed, as the golden guerdon of his toils, 
Pow*d to the Beauty, and receiT*d her smiles. 



*' So when fair Helen with ill-fated charms. 
By Paris wooed, provoked the worid to arms. 
Left her vindictive lord to sigh in vain 
For broken vows, lost love, and cold disdain ; 
Fired at his wrongs, associate to destroy 
The realms unjust of proud adulterous Troy, 
Unnumber*d Heroes braved the dubious fight. 
And sunk lamented to the shades of night. 



*< Now vows connubial chain the plighted pair. 
And join paternal with maternal care ; 
The married birds with nice selection cull 

■ 

Soft thistle-down, grey moss, and scattered wool. 

Line the secluded nest with feathery rings. 

Meet with fond bills, and woo with fluttering vbingk. 
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Week «fter week, regardless of her food» 
The inciimheiit Linnet warms her future hrood ; 
Each spotted egg with ivory lips she turns. 
Day after day with fond expectance hums. 
Hears the young prisoner chirping in his cell. 
And breaks in hemispheres the obdurate shell. 
Loud trills sweet Philomel his tender strain. 
Charms his fond bride, and wakes his infant train ) 
Perch*d on the circling moss, the listening throng 
Wave their young wings, and whisper to the song* 

** The Lion-king forgets his savage pride. 
And courts with playful paws his tawny bride ; 
The listening Tiger hears with kindling flame 
The loye-lom night-call of his brindeddame. 
Despotic LoTE dissolves the bestial war. 
Bends their proud necks, and joins them to his car \ 
Shakes o*er the obedient pairs his silken thong. 
And goads the humble, or restrains the strong.*' 
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SECTION II. 



4 



Of' the Periods and Symptoms of Lore. 

I 

It is justly ofaserred, that man presents ' 
a peculiarity in not being subject to tUeia- 
flueoce of tbe seasooB in the gie re iw tf 
his genital fuDctions. AmmalS} ontbecon- 
traty, cohabit atftxe4 peiiods «Dd-<3 M> ri> 
times of the year, and afterwa^s aeemtJi 
foi^ the pleasures of love to satisfy other 
wants. Thus wolves and (bzes couple in 
the winter, deer in tbe autumn, the gene- 
rality of birds in the spring, &c. Man 
alone has sexual intercourse at all times, 
and impregnates the female under evny 
latitude and in all climates. 
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This prerogative is perhaps less to be 
attributed to his particular nature than to 
(he advantages resuUing fromhia industry. 
Sheltered from the rigours of the reason 
and variations of the atuiospliere, by the 
abode ivhich he has been able toconstructt 
and having it in his power to satisfy his 
physical wants by means of provision, 
which his foresight bad accumulated, he 
can at all times, and under equal advan* 
tages, partake of the enjoymeuts of love. 
This Is especially the ca^ie, among the 
more opulent classes, where good living-, 
leisure and the habitual intercourse of the 
two sexes, excite the imagination and be- 
itow a new and more extensive influence 
upon these wants. In the same manner, 
donieslic aniniaU, which wr have in some 
measure abstracted from external influence, 
■are pmdactivc almost indifterently in all 
KBsnns. 



1 
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Gaido de Cavalcantibus. howev< 
lentb. that women are most amorous iq 
summer, aod meu in wiuter ; but such op- 
position of &enliaieut is not ver>' natural; 
and, if we were to believe any such period 
to be cominuii lo both, it would be 
spring. 



] 



Among auiiiials, love is almost enti: 
physical. In general, they make no choice 
of this or that individual. The state in 
tvliich they theu are, appears to be one oT 
violence. The female uttera cries ex- 
pressive of pain ; the male seems to be in 
a stale of equal sufiering ; they become 
meagre and take little nourishment. A 
burning heat seems to consume them ; and 
they drink much. The stag and some 
other species lose their horns at this crisis. 
They are in perpelnal agitation ; and oc- 
cupied with their desires alone. Scarcely* 
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iudeed, do they think of their personal 
safety. 

This passion, in social man, though ap- 
parently changed in its nature, is never- 
theless always the same. His sentiments, 
indeed, are concentrated upon one object; 
but he is in the same state of agitation and 
even of suffering with animals under 
similar circumstances. The agitation may 
be mute, the inquietude secret, but they 
are not the less real. The eyes become 
sparkling and languishing alternately; he 
eats little ; and an extreme ardour seems to 
consume him. 

Travellers assure us, that some of the 
African tribes, during their period of love, 
exhale a powerful odour like some animals 
at the rutting season. This animal vapour 
may even be observed, though more faint- 
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Ij. amaae oar delicate EnropeMis, eq)e- 
i omUj m i m m ihey weuiiiaated by the rapid 
>TeaKots oi sodi voluptuous dances as 
tbe waltz, &C. Ueooe, from the near ap> 
proximatioo in sach duKes, loTers haTC 
an easy mode of dbcoienng the stale of 
Ibdr Dustress's afiections ; and bence the 
prarticeof a«kioQabdy to dutce oti wbom 
each discnveries are to be made: hence, 
too, the objection which parents and lovers 
MMoetinies feel to others making' sodi ex- 
penments on their daogfatas and tbdr 
swe^earts. 



If such be the case in the temperate 
climates of Europe, what most it be in 
moresouthem r^ons, where women aban- 
don themselves to this exocise with an^ 
enthusiasm that they fiiU into hysterical 
conynlsions? Among them, indeed, tbes6 
dawies are often accompanied by i 
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songs, lascivious attitudes and indecent 
contacts ; erery muscle is then seen to stif- 
fen and to contract; and every thing ex- 
halea the devouring flame of love. 

Foreitan exspectes tit gadiUna canoro, 
Incipiant prurire choro ; plausuque probatse 
Ad terram. tremalo descendant clane puell«p, 
Irritamentum veiieri languentis, et acres 
Divitis urticae : major tamen ista voluptaa 
Alterius sexiks ; mag^s ille extenditur et mox 
Aoribiis atque oculis concepto nrina movetur. 
Juvenal, Satir. xi, vers. 162, sq. 

Thus moral love in man has the same 
principle with physical love among ani- 
mals. The only differences which they 
present are, that every individual of the 
apposite sex is equal to the animal, while 
mm, though he never fails to feel a sen* 
timent of affection when in the presence of 
an agreable woman, yet fixes his choice 
on one object exclusively; and that the 
animal seeks directly to satisfy his wants. 
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while moral circumstances prevent maiffl 
from obeying tlie wish of nature. 



Under the influence of this passion there 
is also mueli ditierence in the conduct of^ 
the sexes. Men being formed for accom- 
plishing great things, seem to abandon 
theirnature when they KiflVr themselveftJ 
to be overcome by love. When the fire or 
youth eng'ages them in Ibis passion, they 
fall into a state of languor, by which all 
their faculties are absorbed ; but this ini-J 
petuosity is cooled by years; they sooal 
return to themselves; and reason gaining 
a lasting power over them, permits them 
to entertain only mild and regular affec-J 
tions, which are displayed in their exterior! 
conduct. A desire, on the contrary, 
pleasing, and of being loved, is the firsti 
f)entiment that arises in tlie mind of a wo*l 
man ; and it grows and increases as slicJ 
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ajiprouclies towards maturity. But as love 
accompauies beauty, an<l as beauty disap- 
pears with youth, it is not astonishing that 
a woman should sometimes become morose 
as site advances in life. Having lost the 
power of cliarming, she is no longer follow- 
ed ; and tliis neglect she is too often unable 
to support. 

Love, we may coucUule, does not al- 
ways accompany affection. Violent love 
without affection is linely exemplitied in 
the following story. 

When Constantinople was taken by the 
Turks, Irene, a young Greek of an illus- 
trious femily, fell into the hands of Maho- 
met II. who was at that time in the prime 
of youth and glory. His savage heart 
being subdued by her charms, he shut 
himself up with her, deining access even 



■ iiiTET-f— wn 9c roz 



t Mmf, amd ff to kn Inar. War re- 
. Sar TicfeorT ns oo luaL,ei tfe no- 

Itoboa^, he^Mmtommnmar: a»d 

1 ena i^nog tbe cos- 

Tbe Basb* Mii«t:qiin, ctxetnlt- 

; Ibe fidelH; he owed his master, was 
i firrt who durst arqaaint him of the dis- 
beld poUkl J to die pieiiidice of 
B glory. 

The suhan, after a gloomy sUence, foaa- 
ed bis resolution. He ordered Mmtaidia 
to asseinble the troops next morning ; and 
then with precipttaticMi retired to Irene's 
apartment. Never before did th^ |flrm< 
cess appear so cbamiing; never before 
did the prince bestow so many warm oa- 
ntmx. To irive a new tiistre to her 



I 
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beauty he exhorted her women to be- 
stow their utmost art and care on her 
dress. He took her by the hand, led 
her into the middle of the army, and 
pulling off her vail, demanded of the 
bashas with a fierce look, whether they 
had ever beheld such a beauty? After 
isS awful pause, Mahomet, with one hand 
laying hold of the young Greek by her 
beautifiil locks, and with the other, pulling 
out his scimitar, severed the head from 
tbe body at one stroke. Then turning to 
his grandees, with eyes wild and furious, 
" This sword,^' said he, '* when it is my 
^^ knows to cut the bands of love.'* 
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SECTION HI. 

Of the Economy of Love,, 

To accomplish the purposes of loTe, as 
Rousseau has well remarked, man ought 
to attack, woman to deteiid. Man ought 
to choose those moraents when the want 
of the attack is evident, and when that 
very want insures its success : wooMUt 
ought to choose those in which the sur- 
render may be most advaatageouM to het\ 
she ought to know how to yield in due 
time to the violence of the aggressor, 
after having softened his character even 
by her resistance, — how to give the greatest 
possible value to her defeat, — how to make 
a merit of that which she hci'self has de- 
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sired hot less ardently, perhaps, to grant, 
than Ke to obtain, — and how, in fine, to 
discover in the prudent and mild guidance 
of their mutual pleasures, a supporter, a 
a defender. 

The sentiment which enables woman 
thus to act, is shame. This sentimienti 
however, is, in a state of nature, unknown 
1[)Oth'toman and to c^nimaK Why should 
tliey \ye ashamed to appear such as nature 
has produced them ? Why should they be 
ashanied to procreate their rare ? 

Shame, indeed, can scarcely be said to 
exist eveh among the somewhat civilized 
inhabitants of cold countries. The Lap*" 
landers sleep together, men and women, 
youths and maidens ; some northern peo* 
pte prostitute their daughters to strangers ; 
arid others are so iTttfe amorous as to offer 

K 
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their wives to their guests. See Slelk 
Kraicheninnilfoff, Gmeltn, Georgia Palla 
and all northern travellers. 

It is in warm countries that shaine 
comes a virtue. In those climes, 
imagination is bo ardent and sexual loi 
flopovrerful, that nothing is more difficult 
than to moderate them. What would be 
the consequence if nudities were permitted 
to inflame such imaginations and to excite 
unceasingly the wants of love t The inacti- 
vity of these people which, on account (rf 
the heat, induces them to remain during 
the greater part of the day seated upon 
mats, renders also more necessary to them 
the presence of persons of the opposite 
sex. 



It does not follow, however, that this 
■ense of .shame is in the same proportion 
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connected with chastity. The Arab women 
make modesty to consist in not being known 
when bathings Without changing their 
postare, on the approach of passengers, 
fhey only cover their faces with their hands. 
This, says a traveller, I had occasion to re« 
mark in various little excursions which I 
made in Syria. These women, indeed, re- 
semble all the women of the earthy who, for 
die honour of their sex, require a great 
deal of respect from the men in public; but, 
at a private t£te-&*t^te, are not always so 
modest. 

In tatnperate latitudes, we hold in this 
respect a medium between the inhabitants 
^of cold climates and those 4>f warm ones : 
we do not shut up our ladies in harems ; 
neither do we treat them like the Lap* 
laaders. 

m 

k2 
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Sliaine, it has breii said, was inventei 
by pleasure. It in ftie re6rieiiierit of voliip 
tuousne^s. It confers an inestimahte valu 
on tilings which have none in ihemselveff] 
A glance (letectt-d thmitg^i Ihe Paphiai 
armour of a transparent veil causes 
'pfeaSnre always new, and which wouill 
be soon exhaustwl if it experienced nm 
obfitede. All these little thefts of lovri 
n-oi)ld have no value, were it not foi| 
modesty. 



Shame, like all our other factiti<>a9 c 
timenls sprini^ up in society, presents ex- 
'<*ption8 which are very worthy of philo- 
sophic ohservation. The most beautiful 
woman who has most of this sentiment, 
becoming a mother and suckling her infant, 
may for Ihat purpose uncover ber boeom 
almost ill public: yet the man, vhoe^l 
imagination is most easily excited, is seizedl 
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mth respect aud cherishes no unholy de- 
sire. Some hours aflerward^f her drapery 
permits some little portion of her. beautiful 
bosom to be seen; and then the imagina- 
tion may be excited, and those passions 
may be felt which (he presence of a beauti- 
ful woman is calculated to inspire. 

Since shame is thus an object of social 
agreement, we cannot determine its limits : 
they vary among every people. In our 
European societies, they change once a 
month. One day, fashion commands all 
women to co?er.tfae bosom ; — on the follow- 
ing, on thecontraiy, she bids them display 
it without reserve ; — and on a third, she in- 
terdicts both of these practices, but orders 
them to imitate the precisest form of the 
mamma by means of the exterior dress, and 
to terminate this in a conical pointy in order 
to imitate the nipple ; and then the hus- 
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band promenadem bis wife, and the lover 
bis mistFess — each genllemao vainer than 
the other that his companioa exhibits the 
completest, most accarate and mostbeand- 
ful imitation of the bo»ODi and its apendage. 
These things do not hurt modesty, because 
it is a coDTeational a&air, and 
&ijhion is itf: arbiter. 



because ^ j 



Beau^ and excellence are by no means 
necessary to love. This is pleasantly il- 
lustrated by Cougreve: 

*' Fmtiall. For a passionate lover, me-, 
thinks, you are a man somewhat too dis> I 
cemiiig in the failings of your mistress. 

MirabeU. And for a discerning ni: 
Homewhat too passionate a lover; for l' 
like her with alt her faults; nay like her 
for her faults. Her follies are so natural> 
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or BO artful, that they become her ; and 
tho»e aflertations which in another woman 
would be odious, serve but lo make her 
more agreeable. I'll tell thee, Faioall, 
she once iis'd me with that iusolence, that 
in revenge I took her to pieces, sifted her, 
and separated her failings; Istudy'd 'em, 
and got 'em by role. The catalogue was 
to large, that I was not without hopes, 
one day or other, to bate her heartily : to 
which end Iso us'd myself to thiuk of 'em, 
that at length, contrary to my design and 
expectation, they gave me every hour less 
and less disturbance ; till in a (evr days, it 
became habitual to me to remember 'em 
without being displeased. They are now 
grown as familiar to me as my own frail- 
ties ; and in all probability, in a little time 
longer, I shall like 'em as well." 

The Way o/the World, Act 1. Sc. 3- 



im 
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If there existed uo oth^r tlian physical 
love, there would be no difference betweei^ 
the individnuls of an opposite seji, as m 
the case with animals. Antony would" 
have found other women as beantifiil as 
Cleopatra; and yet for her he abandoned 
life and the empire of the world ! Wjth 
regard to beauty, if there existed no mo- 
ral love, every woman, beautiful or ugly, 
would be equal : there would be no reason _ 
for preferring- one to another. 



It is moral love which is the foundation 
of all that is beautiful in the passion, and of 
alt the interest which erotic writers hav<^ 
thrown around it. This made Madni 
de Stael nay : — " How enchanting is tlu 
first glpam of intelligence with herwe lovell 
Before menjory comes ip to share witK 
hope, before lyortb have expressed the 
sentiments, before eloquence has been abli 
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to (mint what we feel, there is in the;^ fir^t 
moments a certain kind of tumult and 
mystery in the- imagination, more transi- 
tory than happiness, but still more heaven- 
ly." This made our immortal Shake- 
speare dictate the following unrivalled 
passages in which Cressida first confesses 
to Troilus that she loves him. 



Cressida^ Boldness comes to me now, and brings 
me heart :— 
Prince Trmlus, I have loved you night and day. 
For many weary months. 

Troilus, Why was my Cressid then so hard to win ? 

Crefftda.— Hard to seem won ; but I was won, my 
lord. 
With the first glance that ever — ^Pardon me— 
If I confess much, yon will play the tyrant. 
I love you now ; but not, till now, so much 
But I might master it : — in faith, I lie ; 
My thoughts were like unbridled children, grown 
Too headstrong for their mother :—^e, we fools \ 
Why have I blabbM ? Who shall be true to us. 
When we are no unsecret to ourselves ?— 
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But, thongli I IotM juu well, 1 woo'd you uot ;^ 

And yet, goodfailli, 1 wieK'd myself amau; 

Or that we womeu had men's pririleg^e 

Of speaking firs), — Sweet, bid me hold my tongue ; 

For, ID this rapture, I shall surely speak 

The thing I shall repent. — See, see, your silence, 

Cuuaiag in dumbness, ftoin my weakness draws 

My very soul of counsel.— Slop my month. 

Act III. Scene 2. 



On this passage liow true are Godwin*! 
reflections ! — " What charming ingenuous- 
ness, what extjuisiteBaiiWe, what ravish-J 
iag confustoit of soul, are expressed in 
these words I We seem to perceive in them 
every fleeting thought as it rises in 
mind of Cressida, at tlie same time thai 
they delineate with equal skill all the'" 
beautifid timidity and innocent artifice 
which grace and consummate the feminine 
character. Other writers endeavour to 
conjure Tip before them their imaginary 
personages, and seek with violent effort to 
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arrest and describe what their fancy pre- 
sents to them : Shakespeare alone (though 
not without many exceptions to this happi- 
ness) appears to have the whole train of 
his characters in voluntary attendance upon 
him, to listen to their effusions, and to 
commit to writing all the words, and the 
very words, they utter.'* 

Such then is modesty. With this sen- 
timent, continence has been thought to be 
more or less allied. Absolute continence 
has very different effects, according to the 
sex and disposition of the individual. 
Among women, its effects are not the same 
as among men. In general, they bear 
most easily both the excesses and the pri- 
vations of sexual love. However, when 
these privations are not voluntary on their 
part, theyKave generally, for women es- 
pecially who are solitary and unemployed. 
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iucouveaienceii wliidi they KelUoinbave I'e^ 
men. 



Thus, it is not coiitiqeuce but cliaslily 
\yluch is at ouce prescribed by nature and 
by the laws of society. It would, indeed) 
be easy to show, that the |)assipu ofsexual 
love is, in a moral gjoiut of view, alin< 
as obligatory as the appetite for food 



It often happens, that an unmarried w< 
man, under the influence, or we may say 
the domination, ofauor^^an in wliich the 
gratifications uf love do not temperate the 
vital energy, drags on a languid existence. 
aiid is a prey to hysteric au4, nervqus af- 
f^ctious. But, if she fiilfUI h^r destiny, 
and discharge the duty common to 
!(ving beings, of reproducing her sp' 
the symptoms of destruction disappear, anil 
Ibe lojch of lilr. fnrmerly on llie point of 
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expiring, resumes new light and sparkles 
with hew fires. Is even a married woman 
phthisical or epileptic t Is she exposed to 
conviilsiofis tod to an hundred dangerous 
or mortal ills? — Impregnation and preg- 
naticy cure them all, or at least suspend 
their course. AH seem to respect the sa- 
cred state of maternity. Nature watches 
over the young being with a solicitude 
ttnly maternal. 

On the contrary, men, and more espe- 
cially women, who, from religious zeal, 
devote themselves to an eternal chastity, 
often contract an obligation which i& 
above human poi^er. Nature rejects it ; 
and the vital action produces the singular 
phenomena of priapomania or of nympho- 
mania. Frequently this erotic fury is com- 
hiunicated by sight, or by recital to very 
irritable persons who are simiUriy cir- 
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cumstanced, and is propagated like an e] 
demic disease. It gives origin to lijateric 
couvulsions and to extacies of passion, 
which cannot be subjected to the laws of 
modest}'. Buffon, indeed, relates, that 
even birds when separated from their 
mates, often die of epilepsy. The Duns 
of Flanders, in the scandalous scenes of 
their erotomania, and amidst their atti- 
tudes of lascivoua rage, are said to have 
bit each other. The young men who se- 
cretly introduced themselves into the con- 
vent, cured this sort of malady, which 
spread through Germany and Holland in 
the fifteenth century, and prevailed in 
Rome in 1535. Who, moreover, kooi 
not the history of the erotic convulsu 
naries of St. Medard, of the Ursulinea' 
of Loudun, &c.i Love, indeed, often 
punishes with death, those who satisfy 
not this law of nature. Hence it is, that 
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Rachel says to Jacob, — '^ Give me chil* 
dren, or else I die." In truth, cenobites 
are more exposed than others to caucers 
of the breast and the uterus. 

Let U8 append to this section some ob« 
servations on eunuchism. * 

The inventions of this sort have been 
sufficiently cruel and absurd « Such is 
infibulation among men^ which, preventing 
them from indulging in love, preserves 
the delicacy and flexibility of their voices. 
This nvas practised by the Romans 
upon their players, by passing a ring of 
metal through the prepuce. Such also is 
the cincture of virginity and the attachment 
of parts among the African and Asiatic 
women. Such, likewise, is castration or 
eunuchism, which is said to have been in- 
vented by Semiramis for men, and by 
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Gyges for women. Hence the crow<i -of 
timid castrati who at this day fill the 
theatres of Italy. 

The removal, however, of a single tes- 
ticle 'does not sufipend the generative 
faculty in men ; and there are examples of 
preg:nancy notwithstanding the alteration 
of one ovariom. History, indeed, iufonns 
ns, that Sylla and Timur-leng' were ninctn- 
nlly monorchides. 

Castratioi> may be affected by the meie 
compression of the blood vessels which 
supply the te^icles ; and this is, indeed, 
the leak d^ngerons muiner ; but, in thb 
case; there is sometimes observed a parti- 
culto* irritation in these useless oi^atis, 
wbidh -proves that they are not eirthVIy 
ilead to love. The erection of the i^is 
often takes place in eunncha ; and tirey 
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are capable of coition. Hence the Roman 
ladies sometimes amused themselves with 
their eunuch slaves. Juvenal in his sixth 
satire says. 



Sunt quas eunuchi iinbelles, ac moUia semper 
Oscula delectent et desperatio barbae, 
£t qaod abortivo non est opus .... 



Even in modem times the same custom 
prevails among the women of Italy, Spain 
and Portugal. To prevent these indul- 
gencies in their harems, the more jealous 
Turks seek for eunuchs who are deprived 
of all external organs of generation . Yet, 
eren these unfortunate slaves sometimes 
experience amorous irritations. 

Perfect eunuchism induces immense 

changes in the human constitution. The 

beard and the hair of the pubis do not 

I. 



1-16 



RALOGYSOMIA, OB THE 




grow ; the voice becomes more acute 
cellular tissue becomes more abundant and 
lax; the muscles become weak; the cur- 
vatures of some bones change tlieir direi 
tion ; the joints swell ; the general heigl 
is less; and the feminine form is, in some 
measure, assumed. In a moral point of 
view, eunuchs are generally the vilest por- 
tion of the human species — envious and 
wicked, because they are wretched ; co* 
ardly and deceitful, because they are weak. 
Not only in Europe but in Asia, they pass 
almost immediately from youth to decripi- 
tude. St. Chrysostom reproaches 
eunuch Eutropius, that his countenam 
wlieu deprived of paint, was more ugly 
nnd wrinkled than that of an old woman. 
Narses is almost the only eunucli who, 
in ancient times, exhibited great energy of 
miml. How much courage and magnai 
mity might he have shown, if he had i 
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been subjected to that barbarous mutila- 
tion f We may also name Salomon, one of 
the Lieutenants of Belisarius : that eunuch, 
indeed, displayed rare ability and great 
courage in the war against the Vandals in 
Africa. 
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Laws of female BEAUtr 
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CHAPTER III. 



UF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 



SECTION I. 



Of the Embrace of ike Sexes, 

We here naturally premise an account of 
the male and female generative organs. 
In man they consist of a secreting appara- 
tus which is comparatively simple. In 
woman, they consist of a greater number 
of objects, because independent of the ini- 
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mediate agents of that function, themanimdB 
or breasts may be considered as belonging 
to it. Nature, moreover, has given to this 
sex, the depository of the product of con- 
ception — the womb. Thus the generative 
organs are, in woman, more essentially a 
part of the organization. 



The Male Organs of Generation. 

Tk§ir FwmatUm and Structure ('See Plates 10, 17 and IS.) 

The wrinkled body, containing the tes- 
ticles, termed in anatomy the scrotum, is. 
composed of a membraneous and cellular 

substance, invested by the common skin 
or integument of the body, having ex- 
ternally, along the middle of its inferior 
part, an irregular line called its raphae, 
from which a sort of septum or partition 
proceeds inward, in s5uch a manner that 
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the bag is divided into two cavities, i 

of which a testicle is lodged. 



The TESTICLES are two glands, or se- 
creting organs, each the size of a pigeon's 
egg, situate in the cavities just described. 
Before birth, these glandH are lodged 
■withi the cavity of the abdomen or belly 
immediately before the kidneys. Each of 
these glands is supplied with blood from 
the descending aorta or great arterj', 
within the abdomen, by means of a long 
and undulated vessel, called the spermatic 
artery, which is variously contorted aii4:| 
interwoven with the speiinatic veinSi 
These return the blood to the vena cava 
great vein within the same cavity. Th(j 
substance of the testicle is of a white, s< 
and apparently pulpy nature, but, 
reality, consists of an infinite number i 
small tubes, called seminiferous, which, 
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the upper part of the gland, terminate in 
one general duct called epididimis. 

These glandular bodies are not left naked 
in the cavities of the scrotum. Each is 
provided with three coats ; an internal one 
called albuginea, which is smooth, white, 
tendinous, but exquisitely sensible, and 
which immediately invests the glandular 
apparatus ; a middle one, external to the 
last termed the vaginal coat, which, after 
involving the testicles, accompanies the 
spermatic vessels, in their progress through 
the muscles of the abdomen; and a third, 
or external one, which is continued down- 
ward from the muscles last mentioned, is 
itself muscular, and receives the name of 
cremaster : this is fixed around the second 
or vaginal coat. 

The convoluted tube called the bpididi- 
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MIS, has its orig:iD from the outer aui 
terior part of the superior end of the testi- 
cle, and, as it descends along the outer 
and back part of the testicle, withoi 
coming into contact with it, becomes lai 
ill diameter, but less convoluted, fill it 
reaches its lower part, where it imme- 
diately beg;ins to re-ascend, and, forming 
a straigbter tube, assumes the name of the 
vas deferens. 



puier 

hoot^H 



The VAS DEFERENS, thus procccdi 
from the lower (>art of the testicle. 
V eloped in the same nienibi-aneous sheath 
-with the artery and vein already described, 
and forms, with them, the spermati 
CHORD. T!iey run togellier upward 
the OS pubis, or botte forming the trans- 
verse arch at the lower part of 1 
enter tlie abdomen by a small 
placed a little above this, called 



th e I 
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of the abdominal muscles, when, separating 
from the vein and artery, which continue 
to pass directly upward, the vas deferens 
throws^ as it were, an arch backward over 
the krteral part of the bladder, at the pos* 
tenor inferior portion of which it joins, on 
itH respective side, a body called vesicula 
seminalis, on the inner side of which it 
passes forward to the commencement of 
the urethra, or outlet of the bladder, into 
which it opens, after perforating a part of 
the prostrate gland. 

The vEsicuLiG sEMiNALEs are two ob- 
long irregular bodies, situate at the under 
back part of the bladder, near the neck, 
or rather between that part and the rectum, 
or termination of the intestinal canal, 
which is here placed between and behind 
these and a little above and behind the 
prostate gland. These bodies, adhering to 
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the bladder, diverge at tlieir upper part, 
amt unite, in an angle, at their lower; h> 
that it thus is between them, in some mea- 
sure, that tlie rectum is here situate, and ' i 
that a sort of depressiou may be observed 
on that part of the bladder. Each vesicula | 
seminalis is composed, not of uumeroua i 
cells, as they would seem to be, but ofl 
one continuous convoluted tube. It does J 
not form a contiuuntion of the vas deferens, ] 
(or that tube only passes laterally along it, 
and it opens into the urethra, at the neck J 
of the bladder, or commencement of the J 
urethra. Betweeu the opening from each 
ve«icula, and at the middle of the prostate 
gland, is situate an eminence called i 
put gallinaginis or verumoutanum ; 
this body, it has been supposed, has 1 
power of occasionally shutting each orifia 
of the vesicula. 
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The PROSTATE GLAND Is a firm glandu- 
lar body, about the size of a large chesnut, 
which lies entirely within the pelvis, and 
wholly surrounds the neck of the bladder. 
It is formed of two distinct lobes, or rather 
it is very much flattened in the centre upon 
which the rectum lies, and it possesses 
numerous ducts, into which bristles may 
be easily introduced. 

Immediately where the gland ceases to 
surround the urethra, and where the caput 
gallinaginis or veruniontanum is found, 
the urethra assumes the name of the mem- 
braneous PORTION OF the URETHRA, 

which is rather more than an inch in length, 
lies immediately under the middle of the 
arch of the pubis, is thin, and easily and 
often ruptured by introducing a catheter, 
&c. As a considerable protection to this 
delicate portion of the urethra, it is sup- 
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ported and firmly attached to the arch 
the pubis, under which it turns, by 
strongs triangular ligament, which, as 
rather alters the course of the urethra, ren' 
dere the difficulty of intvoducing the cathe- 
ter, &c. greater. 



Where this niemhraueous portion lerini- 
iiates, that which is called the buljious_ 

PORTION OF THE URETHRA ComiUeilCefl 

This bulhous portion occupies all the peri 
nEeum, aiid becomes urethra properly 
termed, where a muscle, called theaccele 
rator, terminates, or where the skin of tl 
scrotum begins to hang looselv. 



The unETiiRA is lined by an exquisitely 
fine, delicate and susceptible membrane of 
whitish colour, somewhat similar to lbat_ 
nfthe mouth, nose, intPsUncs, &c. ThM 
canal has its comnicnccmcni from the ihxIi 



I 



of the biadder, aiid teraiinates at the ori- 
fice oTtbe^luiis penis. It is, ill the male, 
about twelve inches id length, though the 
length is very different indifferent indivi- 
duals. There arc, upon its surface, a 
great many tjinall ohlong orifiresofvarioas 
sizes, called lacnn«. Thetw enter ob- 
llqaely or slanting fomanl into ihf urethral 
canal, and are tlie openings from glands 
situale iniuiediately under the meuiltranc. 
Throughout il» k-nglli, immediately under 
the Hieinbrftne, it is plentifully supplied 
wttJi these small glands, especially on the 
vnder part of the urethra, and near the 
Mck of the bladder, at which place they 
•M. Iwgest. Coivper's glands are three iti 
ttHuAi^r, of which two are situate ou the 
wdeti uf the canal, aiid one on the middle, 
tftllK?r aateriorly to the rest, so as to fonn 
a w>r1 of triangle. The membrane of the 
HTethm ItnN u »trii>tpd appearance, in con- 
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sequence of folds which run along ita J 
whole length. The folds are capable of 1 
great dilation, by whicli the passage ma]^J 
suffer considerable distension with impu^'a 
nity. 

The Bouv OP THE PENIS is priiicipallj; 
foraposed of the corpora cavernosa penitm 
and the corpus cavernosum tirel/trre. 

The CORPORA rAVEKxosA i*ENis are8pon< 
gy or cavernous, as their name iiidicatesj 
They take their origin, on each side, froa 
a bone railed the os ischium, and from the 
sides of the art^h of the pubis, where these 
are named crura. They unite under this 
arch, which is merely the inferior side of 
the transverse bony arch, at the inferior 
part of the belly, to which they are con- 
nected by a ligament, and they lie parallel 
to each other, lik? the two barrels of a 



LAWS OF FEMALE BEAUTY, 159 

double barrelled pistol. These corpora ca- 
vernosa join, throughout their length, at 
their inner sides, which thus form a sort of 
septum, while the two bodies themselves 
constitute the greater part of the penis, of 
which the upper part is called the dorsum. 
The corpora cavernosa are surrounded by 
an extremely strong ligamentous sheath. 
These bodies terminate at the back part or 
root of the glans, or extremity of the penis, 
which is invested by the loose skin termed 
prepuce. The cells of these cavernous 
bodies form ready communications with 
each other. They are also elastic and 
flexible, so that, on the penis becoming 
erect, they readily admit into their cells 
a considerable quantity of blood, from the 
pudic artery. The cells, thus filled with 
blood, enlarge the penis in all its dimen- 
sions, so that its flexibility is lost and it 
becomes rigid. 



I(V) 



mLDGVSOMM, OR THE 



The COBPL'S TAVCRXOSliM USETtl 

placed inleriorly to the last mentioned parts 
lies ill a groove l>etwixt their under and 
inner Miirfaceti:, and is enlarged at both ex- 
tremities and slender in the middle — the 
end nearest the bladder being little connect- 
ed with the other two, esrept by a cellular 
etibstauce. This body surrounding the 
urethra in its course, runs under the corpora 
cavernosa, to the end of the penis, where 
terminate? in the glans. 



The GLANs PENIS is covered by 
rate and exquisitely sensible membrane, 
fitted, in every respect, for the finest im- 
pressions. This body resembles, in its 
stniclure, the corpora cavernosa, of which 
it is the continuation ; but its cells are 
morecompressed, and, consequently small- 
er than those of the corpus caTcrDoaum. 
Thev lire bennlifullv interwoven with ■ 
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gfeater namber of arteries, veids and 
nerves, tlian any other of these cavernous 
parts. 

The PRfipucE is a duplicature of the in« 
tegameiits investing the penis, which may 
be conceived to pass forward, from the ex- 
tent al part of that body, and again to re< 
turn, forming an inner layer under the 
external one ; both of which thus cover the 
glans. It has nothing peculiar in its struc« 
ture, except that small follicles on its inner 
surface, secrete a sebaceous matter. This is 
the part which the Jews and Mahometans 
circumcise in imitation of the ancient 
Egyptians. We are assured , however, that 
the women of the East prefer the uncir- 
comcised. 

The whole body of the penis is covered 
hy 9L tendinous fasctaf which, while the 
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penis is in a state cif erectioii, compresses 
and biiida togetiier the parts. 

On the upper part, or dorsum of the 
penis, nrc. lico arttnies mid one eein: the 
vein is called vena mai^itapmis. The BurtCr 
rics proceed from the umbilical ones, and 
tjie vein carries its blood to the iliitc stM^ 
\xi their course, they receive sraall branches 
from the Avhole body of the penis. 

'^be MUSCLES of tbe p^nis are ti^e,fre(|^ 
res, the fyran^eirsa^^ and tl^e acc^erul^efijff^ 

T^ erectores penis have tbeii; nff^g^ 
fl^^ the protuberaaces of t^e-i^lu% 09 
a}fn)g, each side of the peni^, ai^ fijgai^ 
their coarse lost id its cavemouB bpic|j^ . 



llie transveraales penui atse- < 
frem the isehium new the <H^i» •f'-tkv 
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erec'tores, and are inserted on the outer 
aide of the bulb of the urethra. 

The acceleratores seem a single muscle. 
It involves the bulb of the urethra with ob- 
Uqiie diverging fibres from its centre. It 
liiB a tendinous commencement from the 
cavernous body of the urethra, and tenui* 
Qates in a broad tendon on each side of the 
penis. 



TVUir JPniicf tofti and Uses. 

The SEMEN is secreted by the testicles 

from the blood which is conveyed to them 

by the spermatic artery, and, after thif 

opaation has been completed, the super 

vinous blood is carried back into the circu- 

latioa by the spermatic veins. This secre- 

lyoQ of semen proceeds without our con* 

m2 
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sciousness ; yet certain states of mind « 
cite the testicles to an increai^ed action, 
beyond that which they usually possess, i 



Although we probably have but aa ti 
distinct knowledge of the changes which 
the seminal fluid undergoes, after it is se- 
creted in the testicles, and before it arrives 
lit the urethra during coition ; yet as evei 
secretion of the human body seems to bi 
a receptacle before it is put to use, it is 
treniely probable that the astonishingly 
numerous convolutions of the epididi\ 
is that receptacle. 



-ery 

M 



The vas deferens conveys the semen (rom 
the testicles to the urelhra, during coitioo. 



The vesiculce seminales, which secrc 
another Suid to be blended with the form- 
er, also empty themselves, with a sort of 
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pul«ie*like contractioii, into the nrethrat 
from which it is similarly forced in the- 
same manner at the height and crisis of 
coition. 

• TheprasttUe glands as well as the lacur 
nw of the urethra^ secrete a fluid into the 
urethra by numerous ducts, and these are 
supposed to be the parts principally affect- 
ed in gonorrhoea. This fluid seems to be 
a necessary part of the semen. 

The urethra in all its parts serves the 
double purpose of being at once a passage 
for the urine, and for the semen, and is 
lined by its easily distensible membrane to 
allow their escape. The small glands, un^ 
der the membrane of the urethra, constant* 
ly yield a quantity of mucus to lubricate 
the parts, and to prevent the membrane 
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from being irritated by Ibe urine passing 
over il. 

The eoijtora caventosa penis, ihe corpus 
cavemosum urethra^, and the glans penis 
sen-e, by their rigidity, to penetrate the 
vagijia io coitioD. 

The prey^ace exhibits a curious contri- 
vance of nature. When the penis is ib ■ 
flaccid state, .at which time the sensitnlity 
oftheglans is not called into action, the 
prq>uce then covers it, and in tfaiff way, 
its delicate sorface is most efiectually JH^ 
served ; but when the penis is eretot, oir^ 
when during coilion the glans is to r^cMw 
the most exquisite and seus^Ie iftfpnH*' 
siom, the doubling of skin, whtdi fbrm^ 
it, in consequence of being otAf htg& 
CDongh, while the penis remained fltOcfel« 
is now gradually drawn back, while the 
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^ans itself is left entirely uncovered. At 
this period, the prepuce seems, as it w^re 
gathered together with a cord, and fasten- 
ed down at the under side of the glans : 
this cord being termed the freenum. The 
lubricating glands, on the inner surface of 
the prepuce, preserve the moisture and 
iteb^ibility of the glans, and the lubricity 
Ihey produce is necessary to permit the 
prepuce to pass backward. 

Eke^tion is produced by the cells of 
thfe parts, forming the penis, being filled 
With blood, and thus the size and firmness 
ri^e^Mry for the purpose of coition are 
{Arodticed* This blood is probably prevent- 
ed from returning through the veins, by 
the strong action of the muscles near the 
i^tdfthe penis. The erection is strong 
in prc^rtionto the quantity (tf blood, and 
healthy action of thie muscles. By the same 
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dialendiiig power also, the gla 
not only enlarged, but its seiisibiiity is so 
much increased as to produce, during coi- 
tion, the very highest degree of the d 
lirium of pleasurable seusation. 



The muscles called erectores peuis, 
chiefly iusti'umental, not in the erectioo, 
but in the direction of the penis. 



1 

tioo, ^ 



Those termed tramversales penis, as 
the eret-lores. While this seems one part 
of their duty, they are al^o employed, 
during erection, in preseri'ing the caveni- 
ous bodies ill a state of distension, as well 
as the ui'ethia and the ducts situated i 
their origin. 



The acctleratorrs uriufp, as coropressia 
Ihe penis, probably assist as ranch* if n 
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more) in producing erection, than either 
of the other muscles. 

The mind alone does not seem to have 
an entire power, either over the produc- 
tion of erection, or of our powers of coi* 
tion. It certainly greatly assists these acts, 
but, in order fully and satisfactorily to all 
parties to do these duties properly, there 
is a certain state of the body which must 
co-operate with the state of the mind. 



The Female Organs of Generation. 

J%§ir FiffwMiian and structure. (See PlateM 11^ 19 and 20,) 

The ovARiA are situate laterally, with* 
in the abdomen, and placed between two 
layers of the broad ligament of the uterus 
or womb, which is a continuation of the 
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tincce. It its lined with a delicate inenr-^ 
brane, and is, throughout, a^'ascularbody, 
of unequal thickness in different women. 
To its lateral parts are fixed the two 
round ligaments, which are dense finu 
substances, extending to the »jides of the 
common cavity. The uterus, in common 
with the fellopian tubes, is tiupplied with) 
blood, by numerous TesseU, which en-^ 
large according to the atate of that organ. 

External to the os tineas is the coix 
mencement of the vagina, which stretchet 
from the external orifice of the uterus, t 
the external parts of generation. It i 
liamed vagina from its receiving the pcnis 
like a sheath. Like the uterus, it \% placed 
between and connected with, the bladder J 
of urine and the rectum, particularly with* 
the latter. This canal is generally six or 
eight inches long, but is of various lengtbt 
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U well as width in different women: ilB 
Bides lie in contnct. It is capable, espe* 
cially by the indulgence of lascivious 
tbottgbts, or in time of coition, of con- 
siderable contraction and relaxation. U 
is of a membraneous texture, exquisitely 
sensible, full of rugse or folds, in those 
who have not copulated very frequently, 
or who have not been subject to frequent 
child-bearing. At its outer orifice, it is 
giiarded by a muscle termed sphincter va- 
ginie, which is of considerable breadtb> 
and various power in different women, 
and serves, in a great measure, to keep 
that orifice close ; but the membrane be- 
ing full of wrinkles within, renders it ca^ 
pable of great dilatation, even without the 
slightest injury to the parts. During such 
dilatation, the rugse are obliterated, which 
always happens during the birth of a 
ebild. They soon contract again to thoir 
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former mate, except ia Ar CMes iHBdfl 
to aboTe. The vagina, alao^ thoagk fint 
ia Toatb, becomes flaccid ia iild ^gt. 
Underneath this membrane are placed a 
great raany «nall glands with exeaeloij 
dncb called lacnnatf and tbeie are moit 
nomotNis aboot the orifioe of the vagina. 



The aril EX or circmttu w^emhramostu^ 

the manner of a septum, clones the orifice 
of the vau'iiia in iufaccy arid childhood, 
and even in tho>e more advanceiliu years, 
if they ha\t ne\er l>eea married. Imper- 
perforated h\ men occasions much distress : 
it causes |>ain of the back, head-ach and 
general indisposition, and these abate and 
then return, at the end of each month. 
Immt-nse quantities of secreted liquid are 
sometimes collected behind such obstruc- 
tion, givinir an appearance similar to that 
of pregnancy, and suppositions even of 
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such a state, ^here the unfortunate fe« 
male was not in a condition in which she 
could )K>is»sibIy be so. In some, the hymen 
ip so very strong, that even the most vi- 
gorous effort of the male is quite ineffec- 
tual in rupturing it. 

The CARUNCULiE MYRTiFORMES are 
merely the remains of the hymen in mar- 
ried persons. 

The NYMPHS are on each side of the 
aperture of the vagina, and extend upward, 
to a body termed the clitoris. They are 
largest at this part, which may be consi- 
dered as their origin, and they almost 
entirely surround the vagina, while, to- 
ward the perinaeum, they almost disappearf 
They are miniature representations of the 
ybisL externa, of a vivid red colour, but 
dttnge colour with circumstances. Their 



substance is spongy-. They are Bmallest 4 
in Tirgins; «'liilp, in those who have bom 
many cliiWren, they are often of coosidei^ 
able ienglh, even projecting beyond the 
hibia. They are completely covered by 
the labia externa, and have a tliju caticle 
like the glans peni^, and when in perfect 
health, they are fnll of delicate seiisihilily, 
which, however, like their colour, is regu- 
lated by circumstances. They are iufiained 
and turgid during the venereal oi^asm, 
and at that time ^rasp the penis. These 
are the part!< which are circumcised among 
the Moors — an operation which is perform' 
ed by women. 

The ci.iTnRis is placed at the upper., 
part of the external parts of generation, 
and under the mons veneris. It takes its 
rise from the os pubis, on each side, by 
two bodies termed its crura. These form 
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la cavernous body, which, like those of the 
penisy is divided by a membraneous sep^ 
turn. Some muscular fibres are continued 
from it to the os coxendicis, and are 
named the musculi erectores clitmidis. The 
usual size of this body is, in general, some* 
T?hat less than tlie point of the little finger. 
•It is, however, much larger, in proportion, 
at birth ; and, in various instances of adults, 
it resembles the male penis. It is larger 
in Simiae than in women, and larger in the 
Negress than in the European. It some- 
times acquires an astonishing magnitude. 
Fabricius says he saw one as large as a 
goose's neck, and we have many proofs on 
record, of women with large clitorides who 
• have seduced young girls. Indeed the 
Asiatic nations, especially the Arabians, to 
prevent such unnatural connections, and 
. preserve the chastity of their females, are 
in the habit of removing the clitoris, when 
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of a large size. It is owing to this imDieDH 
size of the clitoris alone, that the idle talel 
and marvellous stories of henuaphroditeP 
have been circulated in the world: — we 
have no such combination of the sexeSj. 
but in this way. It is by no meaifl 
uncommon for a midwife to be in doubt t9 
which of the sexes the child, at birth, be- 
longs, butthisis completely reuioved when, 
on examination, we find whetlitsr or not 
there is an urethra : — in the clitoris there 
is none. It possesses great sensibility, 

■■'■""•"""■""""•'■J 

The female urethra lies immediate 
under the clitoris. It is much shorterthan 
that of the male ; is straight, wide and di- 
latable ; and is surrounded by a muscle 
called the sphincter. The external orifice 
of the urethra is disting:uished by a small 
elevation, like a ring or small pes, seem- 
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iiij^Iy coTered by the same membniiie with 
that which lines the canal. 

The MONS VENERIS is the most external 
of these parts. It is that protuberance 
immediately over the pubis, which, at pu-* 
berty.f begins to be covered with hair. The 
plurapness-of this protubemnce alters great- 
ly indifferent women at different periods. la 
general, where the passions are most lively 
and strong, it is morefull than in those where 
the passions are of a different description. 
In warm climates, it often grows to a 
great size. It is a curious fact also, that 
this eminence is fullest where the breasts 
are most prominent ; and, in the decline 
of life, or from other causes, when the 
^reasts become flaccid and flat, the mons 
veneris partakes of the general decay. 

The RiMA MAGNA is that sHt or doubling 

n2 
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of skin including all the parts now medl 
tioiieil. 



The sides of the riraa are formed 
continuation of the common skin and 
lular membrane, arid are termed the labIj 
or lips. The lining of the labia is ■ 
xlelicate, similar to that nhich lines t1 
mouth, &c. The blood vessels, seen Ihroii! 
them, cause an universal and vivid redness- 
In young girls and virgins, they are firm 
and plump r in the old, or in those of bad 
health, they arc livid, and even approach 
almost to a browu colour. The rima 
commences under the prominence termed 
mens veneris, and continues to near the 
anus; thepart between its termination 
the anus being called perintstim. 






The general term applied to the whole of 
he external parts, from the mons vem 
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tbeanus, including the mons veneris, rima 
magna, labia, clitoris, nymphae, meatus 
urinarius, and the vagina, is pudendum 
MULiEBRE. The whole of these parts, in- 
deed, consist of one system' of folds, all 
of which seem to contribute especially to 
one end — the dilatation of the external 
orifice to assist in the passage of the child 
at birtlL 



1 Their Functions or Uses. 

Inaction, the ovarta have been supposed 
to resemble the testicles of the male. 
.When they are extirpated, in consequence 
of disease, the woman ceases to menstruate, 
her breasts become flat, and she is thinner 
and more masculine. 

It seems ridiculous^ amidst the uni- 
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fonnity, beauty and simplicity, of P 
operations, to suppose tbat the fallopian 
tubes are doomed lo the double and t'lum^y 
office, of first transmittiug the semen to 
theovaria, and afterwards returning it to 
the uterus. It appears more probable, that, 
when the semen excites the womb, the 
ovariasyuipathetically contract, or niayl^| 
grasped by the morsus diaboli, and tliat^^l 
ovum is burst, the fluid of which escaping, 
descends throufjh the fallopian tube lo the 
uterus. I'liis fluid and the male semen 
meeting, at Ihe same instant, is probably 
the only crisis in which pregnancy follows. 
Dr. Hunter found teeth, bones, hair, mkI 
other unequivocal marks of a former fa-tus, 
ill the ovary of a woman who had Iter 
hymen entire. ^H 

The uterus performs an important ftiDf- 
tioD in generation. It is the reccplude (^ 
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the semen, is destined to give adhesion to 
the ovum, and is the proper nidus in 
which the embryo is deposited to be nou- 
rished during the months of gestation. 
At a certain period its fundus contracti, 
with sufficient force to expel the foetus, 
while the cervix, on the contrary, dilates 
and allows the child to escape. From iti 
vessels, too, the menstrual fluid is sepa- 
rated, when in an tm impregnated state, 
^p These are the principal uses of that organ. 

^B The vagina is at once the meer external 
^Hpi^fan of generation in the female, and 
^''forms a passage for the foetus at the period 
of parturition. The execretory glands, 
placed immediately under the membrane 
of the vagina, are principally for the pur- 
pose of separating a mucous matter, par- 
ticularly during copulation, for the purpose 
(Of lubricating Ihc parts; and by theec 
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glaiirls the discharges, in leuconltrea an<t 
goiiorrhiea, are produced during theM 
diseases. The muscle, called the sphiiio 
ter of the vagina, becomes stronger in afte 
life, and renders the hj men of less use i 
closing its aperture. During coition, : 
grasps the penis and swells the surroundi 
ing parts hy compressmg their vessels, 
is also useful in preventing the descent c 
the superior parls. 



The nymp/itp seem to direct the stream 
of urine, and, in addition to the divided 
portion of the clitoris, seem to aid in 
closing the vagina, and, in time of coition, 
also to grasp the penis. They are exqui- 
sitely sensible, and, being cavernous and 
vascular, they are apt to become erect. 
They also serve the pui-pose of folds, 
which, in time of coition, are calculated ( 
afford mutual pleasure, ami whicli, duri 
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parturition, are capable of great disten- 
sion, without laceration. 

From the delicate structure of the clitoris^ 
and its extreme sensibility, it is the princi- 
pal seat of pleasure during coition. When 
titillated, it becomes erect ; and the portion 
of it, which runs round the margin of the 
vagina, swelling, it grasps the penis. 

Indeed the penis of the male, and the 
clitoris of the female, seem, in some res- 
pects, to resemble each other — they are 
both possessed of similar sensibility, they 
are both capable of erection, and each of 
them can support these states till the ac- 
tion, excited during coition, alters the 
sensation. 

A very ridiculous notion is not unfre- 
quently entertained that the venereal pa- 
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roxysiii, in the female, terminates by aa i 
emission of semt'D. The impossibility of J 
such an occurrence is evident, when we re- | 
collect that a female has uo seminal veiiseU. 
That a certain sensation is produced, ia i 
the female, which terminates the paroxysm, 
is certain, as well as that there is a J 
considerable discharge of lubricating fluid, 
but tliat can alone proceed from the secret- \ 
ing mucous glands. 

Of the principal useS of the ht»ir on the i 
mons veneris, that of ini'reasijig the sexual I 
pleasure by contrast between this and the J 
interior part is probably not the least. 



We have thus exjilained the form and ' 
structure and the separate functions or u 
of the male and female organs of genemtioo, 
as preparatory to the right understanding 
of . their united funi:tioiis in the tiexii»l 
embrarr. 
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United Functions of the Male and Fe- 
male generative Organs. 



While reciprocal notions of beauty are 
doubtless excitements to this embrace, 
perhaps no portion of the female figure so 
greatly attracts tlie male as the mammce, 
when fully developed and finely formed. 
It is these fine forms which the male first 
receives within his arms and presses near- 
est to his heart. Theirperfect developement 
is, then, important not only in this point 
of view, but as indicating a disposition to 
and a fitness for sexual pleasure. Hence 
in hot countries, where these pleasures 
are the chief pursuits of life, a very lai^e 
bosom is deemed essential to beauty, 
liong mammae are regarded as beautiful 
in Afiica, and hence the women of that 
country elongate them by art. 
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The musky odour, also, of the arm-pits 
and generative parts (and they are perfect- 
ly musky in cleanly persons of warm tem- 
perament) is a powerful stimulus to sexual 
loTe. 

In various temperaments, this passion 
is very differently modified. The sanguine, 
being more voluptuous, love amorous pre- 
ludes ; the bilious are under the influence 
of an erotic fury >vhich is as great as it 
is quickly exhau.sted ; the nielanchohc 
burn Avith a secret and more constant 
flame; and the phlegmatic are cold and 
insensible. 

In the act itself, the penis, fully erect, 
and introduced into the vagina, is grasped 
by the tensor vaginae muscle, which at 
tliat moment is sympathetically excited, 
and is possessed of the strongest contrac- 
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tile power, ivbile the clitoris being also 
erect, and possessing an exquisite sense of 
touch, is the source of much delight to the 
female, in whom the orifice of the uterus 
or OS tinc'de, is then pressed very low by 
the abdominal muscles. In this opera- 
tion, as in all impressions on the organ 
of touch, it is not one and the same con- 
tact, but a repetition of contacts, which 
communicates pleasure: this is also the 
case with tastes and with odours, the re- 
moval and reapplication of which is essen- 
tial to pleasure and even to sensibility. 
Hence, in coition, the male and female 
alternately withdraw and approach in man-^ 
ners which are modified by the sensibilityi 
the disposition, the taste, and the experi- 
ence of each. 

At this moment, also, the expres- 
Bion of each countenance is modified 
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by the same circiimstaneea. The courte- 
zan betrays herself either by playing with 
her necklace or her ringlets, or by affect- 
ing an ardour, which, from its want of ua- 
ture and truth, it is evident she aever 
kuew or has long forgotten. The cold 
woman adds, perhaps, to a moderate de- 
gree of this affectation, one evanescent 
emotion when the pai-oxysni reaches ila, 
crisis. The warmer, but yel experienced, 
woman, strives to conceal her sensibility 
and fixes her features; but, some time 
before the crisis of the passion, that fixity 
becomes contraction of the features, and 
their paleness betrays her interior sensation. 
The voluptuous woman, who surrenders 
herself to the passion, is at the first wann, 
blushing, yielding, and free from constraint; 
— successive and gi-adually increasing 
chilis soon take the place of the flush ; — the 
features seem to contract as well as to be- 
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come pale ;— the eyelids drop over the eye- 
ballSy which are convulsively drawn upward 
and inward, while the lips are half opened. 

- At the crisis of tlie passion in both 
sexes, the motions of the body are vivid 
and violent ; — the whole frame trembles 
convulsively ; — the heart beats against the 
breast; — in a moment the muscles yield 
under the weight of pleasure ; even 
intelligBUce seems extinct; or rather, 
the whole sensibility is concentrated in 
one point, where the muscles of the gene- 
rative organs undergo a spasmodic con- 
striction ; — in the male, the semen is then 
projected into the uterus by spasmodic 
jerks, which are repeated as long as there 
remains any semen to be expelled ; — while 
in the female, the increase of pleasurable 
sensation, excited at this moment, causes 
the fimbriated extremities of the fallopian 
tubes to grasp the ovaria, within which 



192 



RALOfiVNOMIA. 0» THK 



an ovum is immediately burst, aud au 
albuminous drop, thus diseagaged, con- t 
sequeiitly desceuds along the fallopian 1 
tube into the uterus, where, meeting witb ( 
t'iie mule semen, the future embryo is forat- J 
ed. The female generally experiences a j 
Hbivering— a voluptuous horripilation, at i 
the moment of conception.* Gradually j 
alt the symptoms of this real epilepsy dis- J 
appear, and the tnind and liody remain i 
equally languid. 



Some have asserted, (hat this pleasure 
lias more extensive relations in women 
than iu mau. It would require a new 

• There have been many examples of persons who 
have died duriu^ the union of the sexes from excess of 
passion, ami the some has been observed among insects. 
Frogs, during this act, do not quit each other, najr do 
not erase, though their limbs be cut. Butterfli«s seek 
to couple though tlieir head is cut off and the^ 
paled witb a pin. Others seek to feru.idatc their dead 
frmales. Thus, reproduction is an imprescriptible kw 
vf uti aniiiiMh. or ralher of all drgia'w.vd bcinei. 
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Tiresias to determine this point. How- 
ever, this opinion is probable, because the 
generative system is not only more exten- 
sive in woman than in man, but is more 
intimately blended with her nature, and 
more powerfully modifies her structure and 
her functions, and because at the same 
time her sensibility is greater. Certain it 
is, that without such pleasure, no concep- 
tion is possible. Whenever, therefore, a 
woman becomes a mother, it is the result 
4>f her spontaneous act. 
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SECTION II. 



Of the External Signs and Inta 
Changes earned by the Sexual Embra 



We shall here speak briefly of the ex 
temal signs of defloration before we 
scribe the internal changes caused by 
pregnation. 



I 



Of all these signs, it ia natural to meni 
iirst, thonghit is not the most obvious, the 
rupture of the hymen. Some barbarous 
nations have even required of their brides 
the exposure of the thus blood-stained 
linen. Others have deemed the task of 
rupturing this membrane so difticuUt 
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tiguing and servile, that they have re- 
ligned the first embrace to a male tlepend- 
nt. Tlie latter is the practice of the ener- 
vated beings of some hot climates: that 
f llie Uighlaod Lairds was exactly the 
averse, and half the children on their 
•states were their own ! Notwithstanding, 
lowever, the varying taStes and the whim- 
lical caprices of men, it is certainly true, 
lat the hymen is often relaxed by debility, 
ir broken and diminished by accident, in- 
lependent of all coition. Such accidents, 
lowever, are very rare; and the absence of 
X membrane is aasni-edly a good ground 
'strong snspicion, especially if added to 
le absence of the mgtr, and of resistance 
im the surrounding pressure of the 
litherto uuextended vagina. The slight 
:dency of the hymen to regenerate when 
be habits oi sexual love have been aban- 
loned for yeara or from the use of a8tnn< 
n2 
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genta, can deceive only the inexperience^ 
husband. ^H 



It is, ill the second place, certain, that, 
in virgins, the mamma is a tirm and round 
mass in which no break is discernible by 
the band, and no irregularity of surface is 
visible to the eye. It is not less certain 
that, some time after defloration, it gene- 
rally feels to the hand as if it «pre inter- 
nally broken into smaller massex ; and 
even its surface ultimately exhibits some 
irregularity. It is likewise certain, that, 
after bearing a child, and alxo after long 
iiulidgence of sexual pleasure, even these 
less masses disappear and luc resolved into 
a more general soilness of the whole. 



We may thirdly observe, that the 
essay of the pleasures of love is often neces- 
sary to complete the developement of the 
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organs which are its seat, and the sensibi- 
lity of these organs is imperfect until they 
have been exercised. Indeed, absolute 
continence for some time after puberty, 
arrests the growth of these parts ; and, in 
man, fur example, the bulk of the genera- 
tive organ is generally the result of an un- 
reserved abandonment to sexual pleasure. 
Hence, in the female, tlie general swelling 
of all the parts where glands are situate, 
especially those of the breast and of the 
anterior part of the neck, is often the result 
of this vivid commotion. It is not, there- 
fore, without reason, that the ancient phy- 
sicians, as well as several of the modems, 
have considered the sudden swelling of the 
neck in young women as a sign of deflo- 
ration. 

Democritus has, also, remarked, and 
more tlian one modern observer has repeat- 
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ed, that deHoration alters, in tbefoun 
place, the tones of the voice, in i 
manner, that the change is easily disi 
vered by a good ear. In prostitutes ^ 
daily abandon themselves to men, 
change is proportionably great and 



We may observe, in the fifth plaa 
that those who are intimately acquainted 
with any young woman {and by no othi 
persons can any of these observations 
made) will, on such an occasion, if 
be intelligent and attentive observers, 
cover a change of physiognomical expi 
sion, of complexion, of look, ofdemeauour 
and of conversation, by which much 
implied. 



ntPd ■ 
)th<!^_ 



With ail these guides, the skiJfulo* 
will Tiever be deceived. 
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Womea who are too early married, are 
speedily enervated ; and, if this take 
place before their full growth, they remain 
always of diminished stature, weak and 
pale. Men also in southern countries 
among whom puberty is early, and who 
marry at twelve or fourteen, are small, 
delicate, effeminate and destitute of 
vigour. 

It may not be irrelevant to observe, that 
a flatter thorax, a broader back, and thick- 
er cartilages of the bones of the pubis, dis- 
tinguish the skeleton of a weak woman 
who has too often had children when very 
young, from the skeleton of a virgin. 

We have reserved for the conclusion of 
this section the consideration of the most 
important and interesting of those internal 
changes which result from the embrace of 
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thenexeii, namely, impregnation or genei 
lion. No rational explanatiou has ever 
been griven of tlii»^ tny^terions operation ; 
aod altbough such theory may not be 
deemed altogether relevant in a work like 
the present, yet we cannot here refrain from 
laying before our more intelligent readers 
that which appears to us to be a uadira! 
trui- and simple statement. 



(Jeneration consists of five parts. 
Isl, the detachment of a liquid capable of 
assuming vascularity, which is the essential 
characteristic of life; 2ud, the actual aa- 
suinption of vascularity or life ; 3d, Ihe 
gntdual increase of the li\ingma&s; 4th, 
till-' evolution of various organs ; and 6tb, 
the total detachment of the perfect being". 



J 



I. The detaclimeot of a liquid capable of 
assuming vascularity, which is, the essential 
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characteristic of life.— Whether the de- 
tached seminal liquid of the male, and ovari- 
an liquid of the female, unite in the uterus or 
in the fallopian tube — whether actual im- 
pregnation takes place in the former or in 
the latter, is immaterial to the theory we 
here deliver. We have already considered 
it as takiiiji^ place in the uterus ; but it is 
right to stute the arguments which are ad- 
duced ill support of its taking place in the 
ovarium. 

It is argued, 1st, thalHaller had obser- 
ved in a rabbit an ovarian vesicle still 
attached to the ovarium, and yet having 
entered the fallopian tube ; 2nd, that many 
anatomists have found the remains of 
foetuses in the ovaria ; and some of them^ 
entire foetuses ; 3dly,foetuses have also been 
found in the abdomen into which they had 
follen through large fissures of the ovari- 
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um or of the fallopian tube where 
had first acquirpd a certain growth, whilal 
otliers had fallen into that cavity withoutd 
any apparent dilaceratioii ; 4ly, ISuck 
tied the fallopian tube of a bitch tliret 
days after coupling, andfouodtwofaituseaJ 
above the ligature on the side of the ovari"* 
um. All thei^e facts would seem to prove, 
that fccimdation takes place in the ovarium, J 
and that the fcetus may even be develojied 1 
there as well as in ttie fallopian tube. 

Certain, however, it in, that it is fbei 
Bpam of coition wliich causes the detach-j 
luent of the secreted litjuids. 



Sir E, Home met witha case ofuyoung^ 
woman who died seven days after her first 
and only sexual intercourse; and, having 
first hardened the uterus and its appeo- 
fia^'es in alcohol, it was minutely exa- 
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iiiiDed. One of the ovaria exhibited a 
small fissure on its most projecting part ; 
and upon opening it, he found '* a cavity 
filled up with coagulated blood, and sur- 
rounded by a yellowish organized struc- 
ture.^' Upon examining the cavity of 
the uterus itself, its inner surface was 
found to be lined with an exudation 
of coagulable lymph ; and among the 
fibres of this lymph, near the cervix, the 
ovum was detected. It was of an oval 
form, one portion of it white, and the 
other semitransparent ; but by the action 
of the alcohol the whole became opaque. 
The OS tincae was closed with thick jelly, 
but the openings into the fallopian tubes 
were pervious. 

The small ovum was given to Mr. Bauer^ 
of Kew, in order that he might examine it 
by his microscope, and we are presented 
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Willi 11 very iniHUte account oi" its appear-4 
atice. It is described as cuimisting of al 
membrane, coinjKiratively speaking of con-' 
siderable tliickiiess and consistence, (briu-J 
inga kind of abitg'uf ail oval form, nearly! 
~ of ail inch long, and about .^ of an| 
inch broad : on one iiide, it has an elevata 
ridge down its longest diameter ; mil), od 
the other side, it appears open for nearlw 
its whole length, the edges of the mein-i 
brane being rolled inwurds, so as to give i< 
somstliing of the shape of a shell of the ge-fl 
nus voluta. The outer bag contained am 
interior smaller bag, one end of which wa: 
nearly jjoiiited ; the other, obtuse : in th<3 
middle it was slightly 4-oiitrarted, so as tol 
leave two protuberances, vihich, it is con-^ 
jectured, were the rudiments of the heartl 
and head. These protuberances were 
formed by two little corpuscles, whici 
wi-rc contained in the interior bug, aaa 
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were enTelopod in a slimy substance like 
honev. 



Thus the first detachment and suhse- 
quent preservation of these liquids is favour- 
ed by an internal cavity of which the hyda- 
tid may be considered as the simplest spe* 
cies. Every thing indicates, that, there, 
the liquid of the njale ajfgregates with that 
of the female. For some days after impreg- 
nation, the albuminous drop, inclosed in 
its capsule, floats loose in the uterine 
cavity. In a few days, it is found adhering 
to it ; and there is little doubt that the 
animal thus formed, attaches itself to the 
uterus precisely as hydatids do, and that 
the coats are formed around it upon a prin- 
pie similar to that by which the gall is form- 
ed by certain insects upon the hark of the 
oak. 
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II, The actual assuinptioii of vasculari- 
ty or life. This adhesion and the more 

important assumption of vascularity or 
life, both depend upon one beautiful pro< J 
cess. 



AH extraneous bodies excite action in 
living parts. Here, then, is a body adapt* 
ed to that purpose ; and the iirst action 
which of course it induces iu the surround- 
iug parts, is an increased circulation. 
Now, the circulating blood holds carbon, 
which it seems to be the whole object of 
respiration to remove; and it is most im- 
portaut to observe that albumen as strong- 
ly attracts carbon as the blood repels it. 

" From the effects of nitric acid on al- 
luimen," says Dr. Thompson, '^ and ila 
products, when subjected to destrnctiTe 
disiillaiion, it has been concluded that it 
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consists of carbon, hydrogen, azote and 
oxygen, in unknown proportions. As it 
yields more azotic gas to nitric acid, it 
has been considered as containing more of 
that principle than gelatine. It is obvi- 
ous, however, that it does not differ much 
from that body, as nitric acid spontane- 
ously converts it into gelatine. Mr. 
Hatchett has rendered it very probable, 
tbat it is the first of the soft parts of ani- 
mals that is formed, and that all the other 
soft parts are formed from it." " Coa- 
gulated albumen forms an essential part 
of bone and muscle ; brain perhaps may 
be considered as a species of it, and sa 
may the lense of the eye. Cartilage, nails, 
horns, hair, &c. as Hatchett has shown, 
are almost entirely composed of it ; and it 
forms the membraneous part of many shells, 
sponges, &c. In short, it is one of the 
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most general and important of the animal 
substances. 

Now tlie animal mncilage of semen is \ 
nearly pure albumen ; and this is the ex- 
traneous body so introduced. While, 
therefore, it excites contiguous cireulatioo, 
it will powerfully attrnct the carbon which J 
the blood rejects. It will, moreover, beJ 
Been presently that the attraction for carboal 
is the only action necessary here. 



This attractive albumen, then, has lefltbel 
mere secreting ovarian cavity for the mon 
arterial surface of the uterus, to reoda 
which more living or more arterial still is 
the use of men.itruation, which has a sub- 
stitute in lower animals, namely apeculiai 
excitement at certain periods, HenceJI 
such vascular connerlion as impregnatitra 
implie.«, is easie«t wlien the surface of the 
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Uterus is most arterial, namely immediate. 
]y before or after menstruation. Hence, 
also, generation ceases with the menses, 
the use of which is thus for the first time 
rendered evident. 

The inflammatory appearance of the ute- 
rus after coition, confirms this train of rea- 
soning. This turgescence of the uterus, by 
an inflammatory orgasm, is confirmed by 
two examples seen by Ruysch of the uteri 
of women dissected after recent impregna- 
tion; the one of a courtezan, killed by a 
young man immediately after venereal con- 
nexion with her ; the other of a woman, a 
few hours pregnant, and killed in adultery 
by ber husband. Thus, the uterus, after 
having received the prolific liquor, swells 
a lip that has been stung by a bee : it 
a centre of fluxion, towards which 
the humours flow in every direction ; the 

F 
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diameter of its \esBeIs augments with 
thickness of its parietes ; the latter become 
softer, and their muscular nature is per- 
ceptible. Heiice, it is, tliat too frequent 
excitement and the consequent callousness 
and want of tendency to adhesion (as well 
the perpetual disturbance of the process] in 
courtezans, causes generation to cease. ^| 

In other cases, liouever, the favourable 
state of the uterus and the more powerful 
attraction of albumen for carbon, will pro- 
duce the desired adhesiou with the arterial 
surface of the utenis. The attracted blood 
will then flow to the albumen. Now, albu- 
men united with carbon, forms fibrin. 
" Fibrin" says Thompson, " appears to 
be composed of the same constituents as 
gelatine an J albumen; but it proljahly 
contains more carbon and azol£ and lei>s 
o.\ygen." Hence, a'^ the blood eulcre the 
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«lbumiaou8 drop,the union of its carbon with 
the surrounding albumen, will form a mus* 
cular ring ; successive rings will of course 
be formed as the carbonated blood passes 
onward ; and these rings will evidently 
diminish in diameter, as the globules of 
blood diminish by the expenditure of their 
carbon. Thus, muscular canals will be 
formed,^ and vessels will shoot throughout 
the mass. 

* We should here, perhaps say, fibrous^ not mtiJim- 
lor, canals. It ik immaterial which. " Mj experi- 
' sayri an excellent observer " have proved, that 
fibres cannot possibly be muscukr, since mascu« 
kr fibres are soft and flaccid, containing more than i of 
thtif weight of humidity, while those of the arteries are 
dry, and quite elastic, and since the muscles agree in 
their diemical properties with the fibrin of the blood, 
beinfp soluble in acetic acid, aad entering into conibi- 
aaticBS of difficult solubility with muriatic and nitric 
aeidsy while the arterial fibres, on the contrary, are 
iBMlalile in yinegar, but are dissolved pretty easily in 
Ihc dilaled mineral acids, and not separated from them 
aUier by simple or pFussiated alkalis, which are the 
pfeeipitants of fibrin, [as well as of albumen.] Since 

p2 
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Hence we sec* Itiat the funclion of geu»? 
ration is the sutne in its most complex iti 
ia its fiiniplpst state — ^it is still geininip:iri- 
ous generation or generation by shoots. « 



The vascniarity must, on the Kinie prin- 
riple, become universal; but llic adhesioo 
must be coufined to a given part of the 
ovuluni and the utenis; beciuise, although 
the male nibumeii aggrcfiMtet* with that 
the female from Bitnilarily of nature, yi 



1 






Iherefore, Ihe arleiial fibres have neither the struclura 
uur Ibe chemical composition of muscles, they caoool 
citherbemusrular, or fulfil the ofhceormuscles, whicbi 
indeed, is suffirienllyapparcnt from iheir elasticit;. 
This elasticity, however, supplies the place of musco- 
lar power; and llaller'a description of the pulse is cor- 
rect, notwithstanding his idea of the cause of the coa- 
Iraction of the arte ries is confuted. On the other baad, 
Bicbat's opinion, thut the arteries are not dilated, but 
only fibrste about their situation, on account nf iheir 
numerous flexures, when the heart favces the blood into 
Ihem, must be incorrect, Iwin;^ contrary lo the nuilh** 
naticnl lavii uf l)ydr<nutic». 



LAWS OF FEMALfi BEAUTY. 2lS 

to the Uterine cavity, it is an extraneous 
body, and, with it, can less readily adhere. 
Nay, to seperate it, membranes are even se^ 
creted or exfoliated from the uterus. 

IlL The gradual increase of the living 
mass. — It is evident that the vascularity of 
the uterus, which is the source of this in^ 
crease, is admirably adapted to become 
greater in proportion to tlie excitement ; 
and hence there is an unlimited supply of 
nutritive substance. Moreover, whereas 
the ovarian cavity was limited, this also is 
expansile to accommodate the body thus 
increasing. 

Thus is a liquid detached, is vasculari* 
ty assumed, and is increase obtained. 

IV. The evolution of various organs.—' 
The albumen is actually observed to be« 



S14 



KALUOVSOMlX, OR THE 




come 6rmer and more opaque, till at Ii 
linearaenls appear ; and the evolution of 
the various organs which these lineaments 
indicate, and which ne\t takes place, is 
wonderfully more simple than, at first, 
would seem to be. 



rst.^_ 



Tlie admirable sources of compai 
anatomy show us, that any one fum 
hciiig given, all the rest have a correspond- 
ence to it. The quick and irritable genus 
felis has muscles capable of sudden exer- 
tioD, pointed teeth, clawa, &c. tbe dultei' 
pecom have slow moving muscles, mo- 
lar teeth, hoofs, &c. bideed it-is evident 
that any attempt at the performance of a 
subordinate function must be completely 
modified by, and accommodated to llie 
function on which it is dependent. Hence, 
it is, that quicker or slower motion above 
referred to, being completely dependwil 
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is inseparable from, quicker or duller sen* 
sibility. Hence, in general, any one function 
existing, all the rest will be consistently 
evolved — ^in other words, a function being 
given, a consistent or perfect being must 
result. 

' From the great magnitude of the head, 
ID the foetus, it is probable that sensibility 
is really one of its first functions. From 
its degree and modifications, therefore, 
may spring the whole being ; nor is it ma-> 
terial to the general truth, that this influ- 
ence cannot be traced throughout all its 
operations. It is evident, however, that 
as all the modifications of muscular parts 
must correspond with the modifications of 
sensibility, and as the most important 
partsof the vital system — the coats ofves- 
sels, and the most important parts of the 
mechanical — ^the moving powers are com- 
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posed of muscles — thus the principal pal 
of these two systems are brought under 
the iiiflueiice of the nervous system, and of 
sensibitity ; and this being the case, it is 
easy to conceive how the subordinate parts 
of these systems must be regulated. H 

Hence also, and perhaps hi some mea- 
sure from the predominance of the more 
active or more passive male or female Hquid, 
the sex may arise; foritcertaudy is highly 
probable that, in all cases, the one is m< 
active, the other more passive. The 
may, in this way, be connectKl with the 
power of sensibility and iiaaginatioD, 
which will naturally be more or less in6u- 
enced by the concentration and quality oC 
the secreted liquid. But of this, hi 

after.' As, moreover, se-\ maybe 

pendant on the quality, so may resemblance 
be dependant on the quantity of this fluid. 



I 
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V. The total detachment of the perfect 
being. — Independent action here leads 
to independent being. If, from the in- 
Tplvement of bodies it were opposed, de- 
struction would inevitably follow. This 
involvment is admirably avoided in the 
uterus by the few points of contact* 
Hence, independent action there produces 
parturition. 

Thus, generation involves no mystery 
but is a mere affair of secretion. 

The faci^ty of generating disappears at 
forty-five or fifty in the female, and about 
sixty in the male, though many exceptions 
may be found to these general rules. 

History, says a late writer furnishes 

some instances of remarkable fecundity io 
extreme age ^ — 
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Valescus de Tarauta knew a ivomati 
who had a cbild at 8L\t)'-seTen ; and Car- 
dan meiitioDi^ another, who had a child 
when she was more Ihao eighty. Pliny 
)tay8, that Cornelia, of the ^mily of the 
Scipios, liroii^ht forth a child in her ^ty- 
(iecoud yi-ar, which child was afterwards 
the consul Volusius Saturuius ; and that 
among the common people, even the age 
of eighty-five aftbrded snch prolific ex- 
amples. 



Pliny also says, that Massinissa had a 
son horn to him after he was eijfhty- 
six years of age, and that Cato, the se- 
nator, had one at the age of eighty, 
Savonarola asserts, that Nicholas de Pel- 
lavicinis bad a son in his hundredth year. 
Alexander Benedictus knew a Geiman 
who had one in his ninetieth ; and Lem- 
uiiis mention^ another, who, at the tv^ of 
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an hundred, married a woman of thirty^ 
and ha4 a numerous oflfepring by her. 
The ceiel>rat^ physician- Felix Platerus,* 
who died at > Basle in 1614, says, his father 
married' when- he was seventy-two '* years 
old, and had -six- sojbts ;- andjat the^'ag^ of 
eighty-two, his wifeborehima daughter. 
He mentions also tiiat his grandfather 
had a son in the hundredth year of his 
age. 

However, though such things are not 
within my knowledge, and scarcely within 
my belief, the Father Dutertre says, a 
savage Carribean woman, of eighty year» 
of age, had a child at Guadaloupe ; and he, 
mentions an instance of another, who was 
supposed to be upwards of an hundred year» 
old, that became pregnant, ^ par un jeune 
gar^pn Fran9ois. ' I do not know whether thi» 
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jeune gar90n was as young as the gar^ODS 
mentioned by Saint Gregory and Stunt Je- 
rome : — the former relates that a boy had 
a child by his nurse at the age of nine 
years; and the latter that he had heard, of 
(he same thing by a boy of ten.'* 
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SECTION III. 



Of Circumstances which ensure or prevent 

Impregnation, 



Fecundity may be prevented by many 
canses : such as a connexion physically or 
morally unsuitable, too early marriage^ 
peculiar character or manner of thinking, 
strong passions, caprices, regrets, the no- 
tion of preserving beauty, intemperance, 
an abuse of pleasure^ the embarassraent of 
a family, &c. In general, the most fecund 
women are of a sanguine temperament. 
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As p!i8sion9, and more especi»lly t 
abuse of pleasure, and the physical in- 
siiitahleiies of intlividiials, are the moat 
frequent causes of sterility, we shall briefly 
notice them in particular. 

The excessive indulgence of sexual plei 
sures of any kind is unfavourable to fecun- 
dity, as both perverting and debilitating 
the faculties. In this respect, even tlie 
Indian operation of producing by gentle 
frictions, a titillation of the body and of 
the limbs, which they boast as being more 
'Voluptuous than that of love, may be io- 
jurious. This practice was well known to 
the Romans, as Martial shews : 



Pecurnt agili corpus arte Iractatris, 
Maiiumque doctam spargil omnibas membru. 



Ve nni.-it fpeak less doubtfully of the 
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practice of all the nations of the torrid 
zone, whom heat] of climate renders mad 
as to the pleasm'es of love. They make 
an almost continual use of aphrodisiac 
substances of ^exciting drugs and of phil- 
ters, the burning activity and deleterious 
nature of which, sow the seeds of certain 
destruction, oppress the reason, and induce 
phrensy. 

More decidedly still must we deprecate 
the lascivious practices which Suetonius 
describes in the emperor Tiberius, who 
made young peofde perform before him 
amorous scenes. — " Puellarum et exoleto- 
rum g^*eges, monstrosique concubitus re- 
pertores, invicem incestabant se coram 
ipso, ut adspectu deficientes libidines ex« 
citaret.** 

Physical circumostances, however, are 
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both the most frequent and the most easily I 
obviated causes of sterility ; and on this 
important siilyect, we shall endeavour to 
throw new light. 



I. Here we must tirst call the reader's] 
attention to an anatomii^al fact, which has ] 
either passed unnoticed, or has been con- 
sidered as unimportant. It is especially J 
remarkable, that the appertnre oftheglang J 
penis and that of the os tinea; of (he uteru8 
are fissures which have precisely an oppo- 1 
site direction. The apperture of the glans j 
is vertical, and that of the os tincje hori- j 
zontal. Now the reason of this is evi- 
dently ill order that these fissures may, 
by crossing each other in coition, certainly I 
come in contact ; for hnd they both been | 
vertiial) from their iian'owness, they ; 
suredly could nut oflen have come 
contact, llcrelheii- m a (act most tmpor- J 
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tant, not only in itself, but in the re- 
flections to which it leads. {See Plate 
21.) 

II. The glans penis has its present form 
in order to turn up and apply to the os 
tincae of the uterus which naturally has a 
corresponding direction, in order that the 
seminal fluid may be rightly injected, 
{See Plate 22.) 

III. The contours of the glans penis pre* 
cisely resemble those of the upper part of 
the vagina ; and the suction of the latter, 
produced by the partial removals of the 
former in coition, greatly enlarges the size 
of the glans ; for, the parts being of a yield- 
ing kind, the Cavity left by the penis is in- 
stantly filled by the close collapse of the 
aides of the vagina, which thus apply to 
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the glans in all its motions. 

S3.) 



(SeeP iaU J 



Now, the existt^iice of these three circum- 
stances ill their natural state, i» essential to 
successful coition ; and it is very certaio, 
that the absence of these conditions ia tlie 
chief cause of the want of progeny. 



Most frequently the defects exist on the 
partofihe woman; and though our space 
here does not permit our enumeratiDg 
and describing the whole of these, yet, 
may we point out one of the most 
obvious. 



The uterus is oiteu placed nearer to ose 
side of the pelvis, than to the other ; and 
hence the os tincse presents itself Tery 
difTerently in the vagina. (iS^ PlaU 24.) 
The relation which this derangement bears 
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to the prer^eding poiuts of natural struc- 
ture is very evident ; and the conclusions 
which we shall draw must already strike 
the mind of every one. It is evident, that 
in such a case, the opening of the glans is 
not likely to come into contact with that 
of the uterus, and hence the seminal fluid 
cannot easily be injected thither. 

It is no less certain, liowever, that with 
a proper knowledge of the sorts of de- 
rangement of position which thus take 
place, their injurious effects, may, in gene- 
ral, be obviated, and progeny procured : 
and it is greatly to be regretted, that while 
the unacquaintance of medical men with 
this subject renders all application to them 
useless, the extreme delicacy, or perhaps, 
we should say, indelicacy, of the subject 
ahould make it impossible for any one 
who is acquainted with it to practice such 
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a branch of medicine exclusively. If, 
however, any man of adequate knowledge 
is disposed to do so, the author can assure | 
hiiD that he will have patients enough ; and 
he can also assure such patients, that it is j 
their interest to employ him. 

From the preceding observations, it may 
now be easily understood why all uiodes I 
of coition but the most natural one are un- 
successful in result. Vainly: 

" Repent obsccnas veneres viliosa libido." Avbok. 

Hence it is that the N'enus Prsepostera of 
which Lucretius speaks in bis 4lli book: 

" Quadrupedumque riiu plcrumqae putantor 
Concipere uxores 

is generally useless, or deserves adoptioD 
only by those beings, etpially divested of 
delicacy and affections who .«eek to shun 
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procreation. With the same view they 
Bometimes choose the most indelicate of 
all periods for the sexual embrace, or that 
almost equally infecund middle period 
between the menstrual times, the reverse of 
those which Femel instructed the queen of 
Henry III. of France to adopt in order to 
become a mother. 

Speaking of the influence of imagination 
in the production of sexes, a celebrated 
writer says : — Hence I conclude, that the 
act of generation cannot exist without 
being accompanied with ideas, and that a 
man must have at that time either a gene- 
ral idea of his own male form, or of the 
form of his male organs; or an idea of the 
female form, or of her organs ; and that 
this marks the sex, and the peculiar re- 
semblances of the child to either parent. 
From whence it would appear, that the 
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phalli, uhicli were bung round tbe neck* 
of the Roman ladies, or worn in tlieir hair, 
might have effect in producing a greater 
proportion of male children ; and that the 
calijifedia, or art of begetlinfj beautiful 
children, and of procreating either males 
or females, may he taught hy affecting' the 
imagination of the male-parent; that is, by 
the fine extremities of the seminal glands 
imitatiog the actions of the organs of sense 
either of sight or touch. But the manaer 
of accomplishing this cannot be unfolded 
vith sufficient delicacy for the public eye ; 
hut may be worth the attention of those, 
who are seriously interested in the procre- 
ation of a male or female child. 



V'^^'- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF THE LAWS REGULATING SEXUAL 

INTERCOURSE. 



SECTION I. 

Of Monogamy and Polygamy. 

Polygamy is almost universally extend- 
ed among mankind, while monogamy is 
known only in Europe and its colonies. 
Polygamy, however, is very generally ac- 
companied by a species of female slavery. 
In Turkey, in particular, though mar- 
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riag-es are contracted iu various ways, 
though there is a very great distinction 
between the women, they are in general 
all slaves. Several causes concur to pro- 
mote this degradation of the most heauli* 
ful part of the human species. Monti 
quieu mentions many of them ; and 
shall quote his words, which may be 
phed as well to the women of the Levant 
to those of the south, whom this grei 
man had then in view. " Women,' 
be, " iu warm climates, are marriageable 
attheagp of eight, nuie, or ten.* lufancy 
and marriage, therefore, go nlmost always, 
together; and women become old atj 



• Mahouiel married Cadhiajant five, and tookh 
lo Ilia b«d at eight yeitrs old. In Ihe bnt coimtrin t 
Arabia and the Indies, girls are uiarriugeable at e 
years of age, and are brought to bed the year ai 
Pridr.aux, Ltfe of Makowrt. — We see vtomcQ in tl 
kiugdoni uf Algiers pieg;iiant at nine, lea, and den 
years of age. tliit. of the Kingdom uf Afgiert, 
Logitmde Tuiiix, p.6\. 
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twenty. Reason, then, and beauty, are 
in them never found tog;ether: when 
beauty wishes for sway, reason refuses it ; 
and when reason might obtain it, beauty 
is no more. Women ouglit to be depend- 
ent: for reason cannot procure them in 
old age a power that beauty did not give 
them even in youth/' 

In the East, women are much more nu- 
merous than men ; and '^ from this/^ says 
an ingenious ^vriter, ^' it would appear as if 
polygamy, so common among the orien- 
tals, had been pointed out by nature it- 
self: for were they obliged, like the Euro- 
peans, to confine themselves to one wo- 
man, all the rest would be useless ; and 
this superabundance would be an excep- 
tion to a very true axiom, that nature has 
made nothing in vain.'' 
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" The character of these people, and 
ideas which they seem to have furmed of 
love, slill tend to support the justness of 
the ahove reflections. That ecstacy and 
dehrinm, that union of nouIs which leads 
us into a kind of intoxication, which deifies 
in our eyes, the object of our affection, 
identifies us with it, and renders love m 
divine emotion, and an indissoluble cbaiq 
— are never known there: all the different 
shades of sensibility escape them. They 
feel nothing of the moral influence of |i 
and are acquainted only with its nmdni 
it (8 a want nhich they gratify, and nt 
sentiment which hurries them away 
Euroi>ean always embellishes the object 
whom he loves ; he discovers every day, 
and every moment, new charms and new 
[fiaces, which he multiplies, as one way 
»ay ; aiidlieexperiences, even in const^icy, 
all the pleasures of variety. Sucb is love 



rhcy 
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in temperate regions » where the two pow- 
ers of which man is formed are in har- 
mony ; where the physical sensation is 
subordinate to the moral sentiment: and 
this strengthens the natural and religious 
obligation of adhering to one woman. 
But, on the contrary, if love be only a 
physical want, an animal instinct, such a 
passion admits no choice ; it is not exclu- 
sive ; and nothing can supply to him who 
experiences it a sufficient number of ob- 
jects. Sucli is love in those countries 
where the irresistible and continual action 
of a scorching atmosphere destroys the 
harmony of the two powers ; where the 
violence of the sensation extinguishes the 
energy of the sentiment ; where man yields 
to the most impetuous of passions, and 
not to the mildest of affections ; and this 
gives rise to a plurality of women. Poly- 
gamy, therrfore, will bo a natural conso- 
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cjueiice of those warm temperatures, am 
of the constitution of the oriejilals ; aiid 
a superabundance of women, instead of 
being an eiTor of nature, will become f 
proof of her wisdom and inteliigeuce.l 
Thus these institutions maintain theu] 
selves and are perpetuated by the vera 
nature of their effects. 

Perhaps also she has produced womei 
ill greater abundance in some countria 
with a view to induce the different natioosj 
of the earth to connect themselves togethe] 
by alliances; and to form of die universe"! 
one country, and of the scattered tribes « 
man one family. 



We cannot, however, suppose wom^l 
4]uitc so constant in those countries wlie 
the husband has such a variety of wiveflJ 
k\.H in other cumiirit-s, whei-ehe iscouluie,a 
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to one. It is sufficient to cast a glance 
upon an oriental woman in order to be 
sure of possessing her on the first favour- 
able occasion. There are, thus, climates 
where the impulses of nature have such 
strength, that morality has almost none. 
If a man be there left with a woman, the 
temptation and the fall will be the same 
thing; the attack certain, the resistance 
none. In these countries, instead of pre- 
cepts, they have recourse to bolts and 
bars. When these are not employed, we 
know the result. Hence, the society, call- 
ed the Areoi, in the island of Otaheite, 
consists of about a hundred males and a 
hundred females, who form one promiscu- 
ous marriage. 



Thus where pleased Venus, in the sonthern mun. 
Sheds all her smiles on Otaheite's plain. 
Wide o*er the isle her silken net she draws. 
And the Loves laugh at all but Nature's laws. 
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" In temperate climates,'' however, 
Moiitetiquieu, "where the charms of wo- 
raeu are best preserved, where they arrive 
later at maturity, and have children at a 
more advanced season of life, the old age 
of their husbands in some degree follows 
theirs ; and as they have more reason and 
knowledge at the time of marriage, if it 
be only oil account of their ha\ing ronti- 
nued longer in life, it must naturally intro- 
duce a kind ofetjuality between the two 
sexes, and, iu conseriuence of this, is t 
law of having only one wife. 



" 111 cold countries thealmoi^t ncce^ai 
custom of drinking strong liquors, esti 
Wishes intemperance amongst men. W« 
men, who, in this respect, have a natural 
restraint, because they are always on the 
defensive, have therefore the advantage i 
reason over them. 
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Nature, which has distinguished men by 
their reason and bodily strength, has set 
no other bounds to their power than those 
of this strength and reason. It has given 
charms to women, and ordained that their 
ascendant over man shall end with these 
charms : but in hot countries, these are 
found only at the beginning, and never in 
the progress of life. 

" Thus the law which permit^ only one 
wife, is physically conformable to the cli- 
mate of Eurojje, and not to that of Asia. 
This is the reason why Mahometanism 
was establised with such facility in Asia, 
and so difficultly extended in Europe; 
why Christianity is maintained in Europe, 
and has been destroyed in Asia ; and in 
fine, why the Mahometans have made 
8uch progress in China, and the Christians 
80 little. Some particular reasons uv 
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duced Valentiiiian to permit polygamy i 
the empire. That law, so improper for 
our climates, waa abrogated by Theodo- 
sius, Arcadiiis, and Honorius." ■ 

The peculiar merit of Montesquieu con-- 
sists in his extensive generatizatiou of fact^, 
and the unprejudiced conchi^^ions whicj 
he draws from them, A furllier applies 
tion, however, of his own metlnxl to Ihfl 
subject, would certainly have shewed hlJ 
that the actual practice of Europe diffca 
less from that of Asia than he seems i 
imagine. The form of society may diifeKa 
but'tiuman uature i^ pretty much the 
in both. 



Another intelligent French nriter 8ay»: 
— " Of all social institutions, marriage » 
that of which Uie laws are the most diffi- 
cult to determine, because they arc in op- 
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position to those of nature. So<?iety says 
to two liewry married persons. — * You 
shall'love each other while you live : you 
shall pass together the remainder of your 
days.' But the laws of nature, more 
powerful than those of society, say. — 
Every sentiment weakens : satiety super- 
venes : when we seek to vary pleasure in 
every other affection, in order to banish 
that uniformity which always induces 
ennui, why demand in this one a constan- 
cy of which man is so little capable^'* * 

It is undeniable that novelty is essential 
to the highest enjoyment of every sensual 
pleasure. Tlie reason, therefore, is evident, 
why in this respect sexual love differs from 
friendship; and we have hence the foun- 
dation of the French phrase '^ jeuue mai- 
tresse et vieux amis !" But let us not lay the 
burthen of this immorality upon our neigh- 

R 
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hours. The fullowiug Old English aue 
dote is ■well known ; — " A GentlewJ 
man commiDg to one that stood at 
mndow reading a booke, Sir (sayd she), 
I would I were your booke (because 
she loued the Gentleman). So would I 
(quoth he), I wish you were, 
what booke would you have me to I 
(sayd the other) if 1 were to be s^ 
Marry, an Alnmnacke (quoth the Ge) 
tienian) because 1 would change evei 
yeare." 



If, then, the laws of nattu'e are thus op- 
posed to till' laws of society, in what, let 
us enquire, is founded the justice 
latter? 



of d^l 



Is the justice of marriage in any mt 
founded on the physical changes which 
take place iii woman after coition % Be 
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this, and stilt more, by parturition, it may 
beasserted, that the rugse of the vagina in 
particttlar an' deslrojetl, its elasticity lost, 
pleasure iliminiHhed, and sterility induced. 
But, (hough tiie fbnner two assurtions are 
slightly true, the latter two are unfounded. 

Sexum natura invalidumexpoiii sooluxu 
cupidiuibns alieiiis," says Tacitus, in the 
third book of his Annals; and we may, 

ith Montesquieu add :^" It is always a 
j;rcat misfortune for her to gw in search of 
a tteroud husband, when she has lost the 
most part of her attractions with another. 
One of the advantages attending the 
charms of youth in the female sex, is, 
that in advanced age, the husband is led to 
complacency and Iovl- by the remembrance 
ofpast pleasures." But, to the first of 
these sentences we may reply : — If a wo- 
man go in search of a second husband, it 
n 2 
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will, in general, be of an older one, 
husbands do not look for — do not desire, 
the same attractions with young ones. 
There is more reason in the second sen- 
tence ; but the advantage there raeiitione) 
falls not to the lot of mauy, wlio yet deei 
not themselves unfortunate. 



I 
andoro^H 



The strongest a^^umeut for the justii 
of marriage, is the following of the same 
excellent writer : — " The natural obliga- 
tion of the father to provide for bis chil. 
dren has established raan-iage, which 
makes known the person who ought to 
fulfil this obligation. The people men- 
tioned by Pomponius Mela, had no oUier 
way of discovering him but by resem- 
blance. 



I 



" Among civilized nations the father^ ia 



* PRler eat quem nupli^r dcmeoslruit. 



u I 
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that person on whom the laws, by the cere- 
mony of marriage, have fixed this duty ; 
because they find in him the man they 
want. 

^* Amongst brutes, this is an obligation 
which the mother can generally perform ; 
but it is much more extensive amongst 
men. Their children, indeed, have reason ; 
but this comes only by slow degrees. It 
is not sufficient to nourish them ; we must 
also direct them : they can already live ; 
but they cannot govern themselves. 

*' Illicit conjunctions contribute but little 
to the propagation of the species. The 
fiither who is under a natural obligation to 
nourish and educate his children, is not 
then fixed ; and the mother, with whom 
the obligation remains, finds a thousand 
obstacles from shame, remorse, the con- 
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straiot of her sex, and ibe rigour of laws ; 
and besides, she generally nants the 



"M'omen who have submitted to aptililic 
prostitution, cannot have the couvenieacy 
of eduratiug: Uicir children : the trouble of 
education is incompatible with their sta- 
tion ; and they are so con'upt, that thtj 
can have no protection from the law. ■ 

" It follows from all this, that public 
coutuience is naturally connected with the 
propagation of the species.^" h 

* " The Samniti^," says lie, " had a custom whitfc 
io so small a republic, and especially in ihetr utusiion, 
must hu*e produced adinirnble effects. The yoBOg 
people were at) couvened in one place, and tlicir cOD- 
ducl was esamiaed. He that was declared the best of 
ihe whole aBseniblyi bad leave given him Io lake which 
girl he pleased fur his wife ; (be person that had be«t 
declared serund best chose after him ; and so on. 
Adminble itutilulion J Ihe only recummeadalioii tl 
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Here, then, we attain the most import- 
ant and interesting truth which exists on 
this Biihject. la free and rich countries, 
inheritance renders marriage necessary. 
But does it alter the passions of the human 
heart, or change the nature of humanityl 

Not in the least. The concubinea 

and courtezans of the West are not less 

mimerous than the wives of the East. 

Do they contribute more to morality ! 

Tlie truth is, that, while women form 



jfoimg men coulK h: 
virtue and to llie 
bad the greatest k1 
ivbicb girl he liked 
beauty, cbastit;, vi 
were all, in 
Oobler, aod grander 
pettj state, and 



n this 



was owing to 
their country. He who 
of ibese eudowiacnts, chostj 
of the wholu nation. Love, 
biith, aod eveu wtalth itself, 
, the dowry of virtue. A 
:oinpeiice, less chargeable to u 
ipable of inflneneing both sexes, 
could scarce be imagined. The Samaiteti were des- 
cended from the LacedKttionians : and Plato, whoaa 
institutes are only an improvement uf those of I.ycw- 
(us, enacted veiy uearty (be same luw. 
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one rlasa in the Jiast, they form three 
the M' est: while in Asia the distinction of 
one wife from the rest depends on the will 
of the hushaiid, in Europe it depends oi 
those laws which property and inherilan^ 
create; and, while in the former oth( 
women are degraded by the will of tl 
husband, they are here degraded by tin 
of society, into the two subordinate clasi 
of concubines and courtezans. Nor is thii 
in general, without a reference to merit, 
women who have slightly erred, fall nal 
rally into the former class ; the very wrecki 
of sexual love^the utterly abandoned, in- 
to the latter. 



All of these classes, then, exist :- 
contribute to the fabric of Western societyfl 
The rigid will say — society disdain) 
ihem: the philos4iplii'r iniiKl (>I)S(tvp thai 
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society creates and maintains them. It is 
of facts, not of creeds, that we speak. 

ft 

It may be thought, that society attains 
not its purpose if these two classes exist. 
This is an error. The purposs of society 
is to define and secure inheritance, and 
this it most effectually attains; but it 
wages not war against nature; it treats 
neither the concubine nor the courtezan as 
criminal ; and, if it degrade either, it is 
rather by the operation of a social and con- 
ventional, than of a moral law. 

Now having enquired into the founda- 
tion and established the justice of marri-- 
age, let us examine into the causes of con- 
cubinage ; for, wherever a practice pre- 
vails in society, it is likely to have natural 
causes. 



2d0 
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That some of these must be ascri 
the licentiousness of the passions, is unde- 
niable. That othera muat be imputed to 
an excessive jealousy of personal Hberty, 
seems not unreasonable. 

Quod licet, iogjatum est : quod non iicet, acrius arittj 
Si nunquam DanaiJu habuiBsel ahenea turtia, 
Non esset Danae de Jovt facta parens, 

Ovid. Amor. 1.2. 

But if there exist still other causes than 
these, it would be well to define them; 
and, that such causes do exist, appears s 
first sight to be probable, both from tb 
universality of (he practice itself, and froiM 
the universality of polyg^amy in countriei 
in which that practice does not exist, 
following seems to be the most powerful a 
the causes alluded to. 

Nature, as Rousseau observes, has del 
lined man to atiack, and woman to doij 
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fend : in other worda, she has implanted 
in the breast of man passions which are 
less easy of controul than those which 
she has given to woman. Hetice, the very 
licentiousuesiiess of those passions is the 
work of nature. If, therefore, woman 
successfully defend — if no cougcBial pas- 
sion be excited in her hrea^t, man Datu- 
rally seeks elsewhere for sympathy. 

Nov is this all : the periods are frequent 
ID which woman is physically unable to 
indulge in sexual love, even if at such 
times she were morally so disposed. If, 
therefore, we add the monthly recur- 
ing periods of her physical inability to the 
much more frequent ones of her moral in- 
disposition, we shall clearly show how 
necessary it is, that man should either 
maintain a difficult and painful combat 
with his passions, or should find, iu con- 
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cubinage, a coaipeiisatlon 
feels ot" monogamy. 



for the de- 



Nor is even this all : the periods of preg- 
nancy and suckling, are accompanied by 
more or less of the same indispotiitioii on 
the part of ^voman, and leave the passions^ 
with which man is blessed aud cursed. 
a state of uiigratified desperation. If this 
language should be thought strong, let the 
reader recollect the case of towns taken 
by assault, in which the conduct of troopSi 
mad and criminal as it may he, is a proof of. 
the pain which may accompany privation. 



A\ hen, then, we consider the extremej 
frequency of these periods of physical aii 
moral indisposition on the part of woman» 
and wheji we add to this, thiit the whole 
extent of her period of fecuudiiy is much 
shorter than that of man, as well as that 
she is more frequently subject (o sterrility 



I 

in.' ^"i 
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than lie is, cau we wonder that monog^awiy 
is less fruitful than polygamy, which has 
consequently l)een always jjractised in the 
East, or that concuhiiiage and courtezan- 
isib have taken its place in the West? 

Bat what does history tell vis as to Ihe 
nnhrersality of concubinage m countries 
in which polgRmy was less prevalentt— ^ — 
The Greeks appear to have had a favourable 
opinion of concubinage; it being permitted 
every where, and that without scandal, to 
keep as many concubines as they pleased. 
These 1 hey styled itajj^atiiir. they were usual- 
ly women taken captives, or bought with 
money andalways inferior to lawfuhvives, 
whose dowry, or noble parentage, or some 
other excellency gave them pre-eminence. 
There is continual mention of them in Ho- 
mer: Achilles had his Briseis, and in her 
absence Diomedc ; I'atroclus his Iphis ; 
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Menelaus and Agamemnon, and 
lion no more, the wisest, gravest, and eld- 
est of tbeu) all, such as Phoenix and Nestor 
had their women. " Nor," says a respec- 
table writer, " is it to be wondered that 
heathens should run out into such excel 
■when the Hebrews, and those the m< 
renowned for piety, such as Abraham 
and David, allowed themselves the same 
liberty." 



:sse^^^ 
m«^^| 



In modern times, the conduct of tl 
English and French, is too notorious 
require a comment from us. Let othi 
tell the truth — " la foi conjugale est sai 
cesse violet dans les grandes societes poli- 
ces. II est peu de maris qui suientfidMes 
•k leurs fenimes ; il est peu de fenimes qui 
soientfidellesu leurs maris. L'homme,^tant 
le plus fort, a fait decider par I'opinion 
que cette action de sa part ne m^ritoit 
presque pas de blame." 



I 
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It ii^ indeijiable, honever, that concubi- 
nage in modern times is too apt to produce 
crimiual consequences. It may render 
home inditferent ; it may require secrecy, 
deceit and fi-aud ; it may lead to low and 
degrading associations, because women of 
gi-eater delicacy will shrink from such con- 
duct ; it may excite tlie jealous rage of the 
wife, &c. &c. 

It would be curious to inquire why all 
tliis waa not the case in ancient times, 
and in those nations among whom concu- 
binage prevailed. Mas this not the case 
Itecause concubinage was then lawful, — be- 
cause the wife and the concubine inhabited 
the same house, which rould not therefore 
be rendered indifferent, — because secresy, 
deceitand fraud, could never, in such case, 
■be called into action, — because such asso- 
ciations were accordinjily never low and 
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degrading, — because the concubine waslU 
inferior of the wife only in the absence i 
those pretensions which belong to an uiA 
disputed rank in society,^ — ^becauae 
want of modesty and humUity in such c 
became want of pubUc as well as private 
decency, - and because jealousy on ihJ 
part of the wife, was thus deprived oftlw 
possibility of excitement? 

We have thus further illustrated (hi 

nature of sexual love. We doun 

whether polygamy and concubinage evfl 
ministered sufficiently to all the vari 

which it licentiously demands, Tbi 

courtczanism, which does so, is both 
satisfactory and vicious, however inert 
tablfe, will further appear in the followiuj 
Section. 



?-A%VS Uf ILMALi; U KILTY. S-^^ 



SECTION 11. 



Of Prostitution. 

In the time of Pericles, there appeared 
and flourished at Athens a class of females, 
who divested themselves of the natural, 
modesty, disdained the artificial virtues, 
and aveii.t;<.r(l the violated privileges of their 
sex, SIS it Iiad long existed at Athens. 
Asia, the mother of voluptuousness, pro- 
duced this dangerous brood, whose meri- 
tricious arts and occupations met with no 
check or restraint from the laxity of Ionian 
morals, and were even promoted and en- 
couraged by the corruptions of Pagan su- 
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persUtion. In most of the Greek colouies 
of Asia, temples were erected lo the earli- 
{y \'ciuis ; where courtezans were not 
merely tolerated, but honoured, as priest- 
esses of that condescending divinity. 



The wealthy and commercial city of 
Corinth first imported this innovation fi-om 
the East. Tliat city became remarkable 
for being; a nursery of courtezans, there 
being in it a temple of Venus, where the 
readiest method of gaining the goddess's 
fevour, wag to present her with beantiM 
damsels, who from that time were main- 
tained in the temple, and prostituted 
themselves for hire. We are told 1^ 
Strabo, that there was uo less than 9 
thousand there at that time. Henoie 
up>9w^i», to act the CorinthioH, is hoitWw, 
to commit fornication. The CoriDthians 
were a "ienteeler sort of courtezan?, and 
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admitted none to their embraces bnt such 
as were able to dc^posit a considerable 
sum, as we learn from Aristophanes. This 
gave occasion to the proverb oJ wrrvi iyV« 
U Kof»f&» i3* s crXtfff. Which Horace has thus 
translated, 

Noil cuivis lioniinuni contingit odire Corinthum 

Their occupation, indeed, was very 
gainful, insomuch, that those whom beauty 
and talents recommended, frequently 
raised great estates. A remarkable in- 
stance hereof we have in Phryne, who of- 
fered the Thebans to rebuild the walls of 
their city, when demolished by Alexandefi 
on condition they would engrave on them 
this inscription ; aaesanapos anezkaten 

ANESTHSE AE WYNH H ETAIPA : i. C. Tkese 

walb were demoIisJied by Alexander^ but 
raised by Phryne the courtezan. 

s2 
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Aspasia, hoverer, bom at Mileliis, the 
rhieftown of Ionia, was tlie first n'lio in- 
troduced Asiulic elegance ioto Europe: 
but Alheiiseus declares, tbat her diBci|>le!i 
were few among tbe noble dames, and 
tbat tbe courtezans only Mere eager in 
copying ber dress and manners. Tbe 
companions of Aspasia, bowever, served as 
models for paJuting and statuary, and 
tbemes for ])oetry and panegyric. Nor 
were they merely tbe objects, but tbe au- 
thors of many literary works, in which 
they established rules for the behaviour of 
their lovers, particularly at table, and ex- 
plained llie art nf gaining the heart, and 
captivating the affections ; which would 
have been an imprudence, bad they not 
considered, that tbe mysteries of their call- 
ing alone, lose little by being disclosed, 
since men may often perceive the snare, 
without having courage to avoid it. 
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The courtezans, by frequenting freely 
the schools of philosophy, became infinite- 
ly more accomplished than the women of 
quality. Nothing could be more perni- 
cious than this superiority, acquired by 
courtezans over women, who were, in fact, 
modesty but whose education had been so 
preposterous, that the gmces fled from 
their presence. Having neglected, says 
Sappho, to gather the roses of the Nine, 
they shall neither be spoken of during 
life, nor remembered after death ; but pass- 
ing instantly from obscurity to the void of 
a tomb, they resemble those phantoms, 
which are supposed to wander in the 
night, and to vanish at the approach of 
morning. 

Hence, it was, that whenever a beauti« 
ful woman appeared there, her name was 
in every mouth, from the extremity of 
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Pelepoiiesus to the confines of Macedonia. 
The fermentation spread like a contagi- 
ous flame : hushands conld no longer 
restrained by the caresaes of the mi 
tender wives, nor sons by the threats oi 
their imperious mothers. The whole na- 
tion was prostrate at the feet of Lais; and 
while Greece triumphed over the armies 
of Persia and the treachery of Sparta, it 
was totally subdued by a courtezan of 
Sicily. J 

Nor was the use of courtezans thought 
repugnant to good manners ; whence (he 
Latin comedian speaking of Athens, saith, 

Nooest fla^itium scortari homiuem odolescentulum. 

The wisest of the heathen sages wei 
of the same mind, Solon allowed com-' 
uion women to go publicly to those that 
hired them, and eurourdgcd the Athi 
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nian youth to exhaust their lust upon 
these* to hinder them from making at- 
tempts upon the wives and daughters of 
his citizens. 

At Athens, the courtezans cliiefly fre- 
quented the Ceramicus, Sciros, and the 
old forum in which stood the temple of 
Venus nifin^ioi, where Solon permitted them 
to prostitute themselves. Tliey also very 
much frequented a certain forum in that 
part of the haven Pirocus whicli was called 
(p}» iJMK^) the long portico^ the parts where- 
of are tlms described by Julius Pollux, 

Siry/Mt, f/Ayo^»* XfLim^Ui c\ it.i^y\j xaTnAiia, xa) ffx>^M7a« 

and in other parts there were commonly 
great numbers of stews. 

U is said that the cynics of Greece 
practised at times a species of policy very 
extraordinary in its nature. When speaking 
publicly at Athen.*< or Corinth against the 
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corruplioo of morals, Uiey fretgueiitly en- 
tered into sui-b vchemeut declaiiiatious 
against the cniirtezans, that the graitcsit 
beauties were forced to appease those- 
ferocious animals with caresses. In this 
manner, IMogenes was said to have ob- 
tained an introduction to the apartment of 
Lais, where, most probably, no other per-, 
son ever passed a night and paid nothirg. 

It is very probable, that the person, who 
accused the courtezan Phryne, had re^ 
ceived a refusal during the night for which 
he sought to avenge himself va tbfr 
fnorning. 



The women of that class, were in fact, re^ 
duced to a sad alternative ; for whether 
they demanded an extravagant price for 
their favors, or denied them altogether, it 
Tfas often sufficient provocation for liber- 
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tiues to have them tried for impiety before 
the King of Sacrifices*. As this tribunal 
alloweditself to be swayed, in general, by 
very bad arguments, the courtezans had 
soon reason to repent their having disco- 
vered so much disdain or avarice. 

It was the Orator Hjperides, who un- 
dertook the defence of Phryne ; but by the 
greatest fatality this pleading, so highly 
entertahung, has been lost, while so many 
others, void of any great degree of merit, 
are still preserved. What spectacle couhl 
be more interesting than to see tlie most 
beautiful woman in Greece, who had ser- 
ved as a model for the Venus of (luitlus^ 
humbled at the feet of a priest, exposed to 
rivals jealous of her glory, surrounded by 
debauchees, advocates and calumniators ; 
when Hyperides threw aside her veil to 
disarm the most inveterate of iicr cnemieal 
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From so taaay rare iocidents, an able ar- 
tist might compose a group, even superior 

to that of £tion, when he represented tJie 
marriage of Alexander with Roxaoa. 

Cato, the Roman ceuKor, wiis of the 
same opinion with the Greeks, as appears 
from the known story, that meeting a 
young nobleman of Rome comiug out of 
the common stew, he commended him for 
diverting himself in that place, as vreread 
in Horace : 



Quidam notns homo, cum esirat fornice, macte 
Virtute esto, inquit sententia dia Catonis, 
Nara aimul ac venas inflavit tetra libido. 
Hue juveues aquum cBtdescendete. 



We forbear to mention other instances, 
the testimony of Cicero being sufficient to 
confirm what we have said, when hechal. 
leiiges all persons (o name any time where- 
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iu men were either reproved for this practice y 
or not countenanced in it. 

M^hat a contrast to modern opinion ! 
Yet, on the subject of courtezans, we 
agree with the latter, as is seen in the pre- 
ceding section. In modern times, indeed, 
and since the discovery of America in par- 
ticular, the use of courtezans has become 
much more immoral. 

Refering to the unmarried woman, let 
us conclude with the immortal lines of Ca- 
tullus: 

Ut flos in septis secretis nasciturhortis, 

Ignotus pecori, nuUo contusus aratro. 

Quern mulcent aare, firmat sol, educat imber, 

Mnlti ilium pueri, muUae cupierc puellse ; 

Idem, cum tenui carptus defloniit ungui, 

NoDi ilium pueri, nullae cupi^re puellfe : 

Sic Tirgo, dum intacta manet, dam rara 8uis ; sed 

Cum castum amisit, pollute rorpore, fforem, 

Mec pueris jucunda manet, nee cara putllis. 



■ ALOGVMJMIA, OR THE 



SECTION III. 



OflnJidelUy. 

Among the ancients, it was not unusual 
to dissolve the marriage-tie by consent of 
both parties, and that done, they were at 
liberty to dispose of themselves as they 
pleased in a second match. An instance 
of this, M-e find in Plutarch, \vho reports* 
that when Pericles and his wife could not 
agree, and became weai-y of one another's 
company, he parted with her, willing and 
consenting to it, to another man. There 
is something more remarkable iu the story 
of Aniiochus Ihe son of Seleucus, who 
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falling; desperately in love with Stratonice, 
his mother in law, married her with his 
&ther*s consent. The Romans had the 
same custom, as appears from Cato's part- 
ing iirith his wife Martia to Hortensius, 
which as Strabo assures us, was a thing 
not unusual, but agreeable to the practice 
of the old Romans, and to the inhabitants 
of some other countries. 

It may appear more strange, that it was 
frequent in some parts of (^reece, to borrow 
one another's wives. At Athens, Socrates 
lent Ills wife Xantippe to Alcibiades, and 
the laws of that city permitted heiresses to 
make use of their husband's nearest rela^- 
tion, when they found him deficient. We 
have the following account of the practice 
of the Spartans from Plutarch : ^* Lycur^ 
gas, tlie Spartan lawgiver, thoughtthe best 
expedient against jealousy, was to allow, 
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men the freedom of imparting the use 
their wives to whom they should think fit, 
that so they might have children by (hem ; 
and this he made a very commendable 
piece of liberality, laughing at those who 
thought the violation of their bed such au 
insupportable affront, as to revenge it by 
murders and ciiiel wars. He had a good 
opinion of that man, who, being grown 
old, and having a young wife, should re- 
commend some virtuous handsome youug 
man, that she might have a eliild by him 
to inherit the good qualities of such a 
father, and should love this child as ten- 
derly aH if begotten by himself. On the 
other side, an honest man, who bad love 
for a married woman, upon the account of 
her modesty, and the welI-lavoure«lnes»of 
her children, might with good grace beg of 
her husband his wife's conversation, that 
he might have a cyon of so good a tree to 
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transplant into his own garden ; for Lyciir- 
gus was persuaded that children were not 
60 much the property of their parents as of 
the whole commonwealth, and therefore, 
^ould not have them begotten by the first 
comers, but by the best men that could 
be found. Thus much (proceeds our 
author) is certain, that so long as these 
ordinances were observed, the women 
were far froni that scandalous liberty^ 
which hath since beefi objected to them." 
We are farther told by others, that 
stmngers, as well as citizens of Sparta, 
were allowed the same freedom with their 
wives, provided they were handsome men 
and likely to beget lusty and vigorous 
children : yet we find their kings were ex- 
empt from this law, that the royal blood 

might be preserved unmixed, and the 
government remain in the same lineal 

descent* 
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\Miilc. :i!so, rlift viijiiiis of Alliens weW 
^iuinl<-(l atleiitivel\. aitd nlinost con* 
il(>tiintHl to siaiilur coiifiiif?nimt with lUose 
of Asia, the married women enjoyed a de- 
cree of liberty wliicli would never have 
becti su| postnl, had tint Xcnophon reveal- 
ed to tlie world this secret of Greece. 
" Profiffed," says he, " that peace and 
friendship continve to reign in hoiisext 
every indulgence is discorered for mothers, 
i»f sympathising with all their TuUurtU 
defects ; and even when they yield to the 
irresistible tyranny of their passions, it it 
usual to pardon the first act of Keakness, 
and forget the second." 



Yet, this would,at first sight, seem unrest- 
sonable, if it he hy the iiicontineDce of mar- 
ried women alone, that fair inheritaDce can 
be disturbed ; and, therefore, that Montes^ 
qien says; — "so many are the imperfection* 
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which attend the loss of virtue in women, 
and so greatly are their minds depraved, 
when this principal guard is removed, 
that, in a popular state, public iucontinen- 
-cy may be considered as the last of mis- 
eriesy and as a certain fore-i-unner of a 

change in the constitution.'' " Hence 

it is that the sage legislators of republican 
states have always required of women a 
particular gravity of mannei*s. They have 
proscribed not only vice, but the very 
appearance of it. They have banished 
even all commerce of gallantry, a com- 
merce which produces idleness, which 
renders the women corrupters even before 
they are corrupted, which gives a value to 
trifles, and debases things of importance : 
a commerce, in fine, which makes people 
act entirely by the maxims of ridicule, in 
which women are so perfectly skilled*" 
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Tbe conduct, iicverthelesB, of an im- 
mense number of the higher classes in 
France, ItaJy and England, greatly re- 
sembles that of tliR Athenians, as det^crib- 
ed by Xeuophon. Many will reprobate 
such licence : some, perhaps, will viotli* 
cate it. Our business is, to do neither; 
but to enquire inlo those circumstances or 
motires nhich lead to that licence, atiy 
great anil Piiligliteiied class, or any great 
number of such a class. With tbe Tarying 
and opposed practices of both ancient and 
modern nations before him, the curious 
inquirer will go into this discussion, quite 
unfettereJ by the creeds, laws or opi- 
nions, of any one people. The question 
belongs to human nature, and not to any 

age or tribe. It is necessary to discuss 

the matter philosophically, and to b«^ 
ah initio. 
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We have already observed, that variety 

is essential to the high enjoyment of every 

sensual pleasure. The varied surfece of 

the sphere in which no one point lies in 

the same plane with another, and, on the 

same account, the female mamma, are most 

agreeable to the sense of Touch. r 

The Indian anana, or the honey of Hy- 

mettus, or any one of the most exquisite 

viands which the vegetable or animal world 

presents, if perpetually used, would pall 

upon the appetite, and, after nauseating 

and disgusting, would at best terminate 

in a happier insensibility; while the 

doe saccession and blending of a few 
such viands^ would gratify the most 

luzurioas Taste. ^The perfume of the 

rose, if long and continuously inhaled, 

t2 
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F fo be distinguishable ; bat, if 

1 vMi those of (he lily, the violet, and 

r hiBi-jiwiHe, tbcraoiitdelij^tftd odour 

« of Smell, One con- 

eleniatly vibrating oo 
1^ OH-. VMild tetzf, or torture, or sto- 
yai^ iW WFc : vhile a successioo of 
1 or even simple pounds, 
R llw Ear. and agitate and coDtniuI 
f^vnr (Mtsaoa of tbe miod. — ~A vast and 
iiwthrvl.«k <'\p*nse of one colour, od all 
a a J w ^lanvuadiujrus, seems at first to op- 
|Mv<sjs. «ad ib<<u to beoumb both the organ 
^la" vtsM«a»tl ihr br«in ; while a variety of 
TOS|4rti»irtit rv^o*irs ddigfats tbe Eye aud 

«&dmi ^vliu^^iof gaiety in the mind. lU 

tlK«, i^iurWsx U^ thus essential to the high 
^t^it'v} ntent. uay i-t«>d to the existoice, of 
rwrr $>r«k$iBkl pkatsun?, it is evidoitly- int- 
pMaiaUfk liM it sbo^d not be more oece*' 
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sary to that senHual pleasure — sexual en-^ 
joymeDt, which is a combination of all 
these. It would, indeed, be an absurdity to 
assert, that less variety belongs to a com- 
pound operation, than belongs to each of 
the simpler elements of which it is com* 
posed. 

ft 

Considering, then, sexual pleasure, 
without any reference to moral and politi-, 
cal consequences, it is ridiculous to assert, 
that there is any more crime in two per- 
sons of opposite sex mixing together two 
drops of albumen in the sexual embrace, 
than there would be in their mixing to« 
gether two drops of saliva by spitting on 
the same spot of the ground, or in their 
smelling a bouquet composed of more than 
one species of flower. 

Now, it cannot be denied, that thb natu- 
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ral love of variety in sexual pleasure lias a 
remarkable relation to those circumstances 
and dispositions of the sexes, which we 
have already mentioned, namely, the impe- 
tuous passion, the disposition to attack, 
which nature has implanted in the breast of 
man, — the disposition of woman to defend, 
or her occasional moral indisposition to 
love, exciting man to seek elsewhere for 
sympathy,— the frequent periods in which 
woman is physically unable to indulge in 
sexual love, even if at such times she were 
morally so disposed, — the periods of pr^- 
nancy and suckling, accompanied by more 
or less of the same indisposition, and leav- 
ing the passions of man in a state of ungra- 
tified desperation. 



All this, it may be said, tends to prove 
that variety is natural to man only, and 
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not to woman ; but the reflection, that va- 
riety on the one part necessarily implies va 
riety on the otlier, shows the erroneousness 
of this conclusion, and that, more passive 
though she may be, the love of variety must 
be quite as natural to woman as to man. 

In conformity with these truths, is the 
actual practice of all nations : the only 
difference seeming to be, that a disposition 
to voluptuousness, or to levity, renders the 
practice open and avowed among the 
Italians, French, &c« where the cicisbeo, or 
the bon ami, is the indispensible, though 
very mutable, appendage of every fashion- 
able woman ; while a disposition to secre cy, 
or to circumspection, renders the practice 
private and concealed among the Germans* 
English, &c. 

Thus, the practice of sexual love is every 
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^P whae ryiily pnmleM^ lad ■ eal; no* 

or ■■■III 1 enactor. £«■ » bel^d. 

Ivciad a« ioCaile w^iber of men. who, 
— -T*T"C *'" "Hr*f* T eftlieb' own wires, 
ka*e tbe vanity to hint at tbdr irrc»islibt- 
lity aod tbdr snccess with all other wo- 
men ; as if it were poeeible, tbaU, of ^^^H 
two such men, thus coofiding to ht$ 0>4^^H 
aod successful intb his neigbbour's wife, 
each should not he wrong. There, also, 
the coDseqaeoce, which it woald be idiocy 
to deny, is, that for one fmx pas d^ect- 
ed, thousands must be concealed ; while, 
even amon^ tbe caiies detected, for one 
action of crim. con. thousands pass unno- 
ticed. How immense, then, the number of 
these errors ! 

In the commission of these, the first 
operation of tli(> uiiiid, in both sexes, and 
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especially in the female, is, to follow the 
influeuce of education and national feel- 
ing, and to deprecate the seduction and 
indulgence of the passions. At a distance 
from this seduction, tliey think themselves 
impr^nable. Under its operation, they 
only more or less gradually relent ; while 
passion obscures the senses, and confuses 
the judgment. The beauty of the object 
before them, the pride of possessing or 
being possessed, the exquisite delight of 
loving and being beloved, Ihe extacy of 
an enjoyment, which both cannot help 
thinking to be personal to themselves 
alone, and which neither individuals nor 
society have a right to forbid, generally 
lead to a conclusion which one of 
the parties might not have contem- 
plated. In vain, does the appealing fe- 
male ask, wliat her husband or her lover 
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would say: she almost expects and is sd- 
dom dis»alisfied with the reply, that, none 
know — that DODe can possibly know, tbeir 
secret pleasures. In vain, she next urges, 
that it is wrong or criminal: she equally 
expects and is satisfied with the impassion- 
ed assurance, that, there is no wrong nor 
crime iu love. lu vain also, she further 
ur^es the possibility of exposure and the 
censure of the world; passion, now high- 
ly excited, equally prepares her to be sa* 
tisfied with a reply, contemning a cold 
hearted world, to which she owes no obli- 
gation, and which is careful to confer none, 
even the slightest. In fine, the most re- 
spectful attention (for one wound to female 
pride would be fatal), reiterated admiratioD, 
unbounded devotion, and urgent and elo* 
quent passion complete the triumph of sex- 
ual love. 
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In these aOairs, certainly, a vast differ- 
ence exists between the conduct of the 
young and the more experienced woman. 
In early life, woman shrinks from an in- 
delicate word or thought. She conceives, 
that, to shun these, is commanded by taste 
as well as by modesty. But taste becomes 
duller ; modesty, more hbeml. As life ad- 
vances, the duties of a wife render the in- 
dulgence of such tastes difficult : those of 
a mother, render them impossible. The 
mature woman often concludes, by con- 
sidering the delicacies and the tastes of the 
young one, as so many fantacies and af- 
fectations. 

When an- inconvenient prudery is thus 
overcome by the natural progress of life, 
it is certainly a less infelicitous circum- 
stance, than when it is crushed and de- 
stroyed by abrupt and necessitous events ; 
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fin- it is a troth too well Iciiowd, that many 
a woman, oeilher weak nor worthless, but 
cast upoD tbe world, aod unable to proride 
for bereeir, bas owed maiiitmaacp, and 
eren tbe preservation of life, tu the com- 
piilsary surrender of the delicacy and Ilic 
modesty which edacation and seutiiueut 
I bad inspired. The natural law of self* 
preKcnation, has not so sternly command- 
ed the sacrifice of life, rather than the in- 
dulgence of sexual pleasure, as not to be 
sometimes disobeyed by the loveliest, the 
gentlest, and the most contrite ; and many 
a generous and manly heart, (careless of 
the affectation, the hypocrisy, the suc- 
cessful concealment and the satire of otheis) 
bas triumphed in snatching from perdition 
those virtues, which, like precious odours, 
Bniell the sweetest when crushed. 



?>U(h, 



ectl, Is the liberality of the 
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iTorld, (perhaps, we should say — its pride, 
combined with the consciousness of its 
own fallibility) that in whatever belongs 
to the sexes, the chief demand of the 
higher classes, is respect for public opi- 
nion : — declare nothing ; and they enquire 
nothing. Nay, it often happens, that in 
the highest circles of society, we meet a 
lady and gentleman bearing different 
names, but who arrive in the same car* 
riage, and who, if their friends had chosen 
to withdraw the curtain, might, on the 
preceding night, have been found to oc- 
cupy the same apartment. How many 
cousins, nephews, and nieces do we find 
in the same circles, of whom these fic^ 
titious appellations offer to society, which 
is thereby respected, an apology which is 
neither blamed nor investigated ! How 
many husbands and wives can, owing to 
peculiar and unfortunate circumstances. 
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ofTer to the world no other pledge of their 
being married, than that solemn assur- 
ance of being" 8o, which is itself a pledge 
of mutual honour, the slightest violation 
of which, would espel tliem from socibl 
life. 

L Universal as are these events, and r^t 
Pot wrong as they may be deemed, all 
must agree in blamiiiij the fashionable 
practice of frequenting routs, &c. of ladies, 
who, by bearing other names, declare 
themselves not to be the wives of those to 
whom they are notoriously connected. 
In such cases, it must, nevertheless, be al- 
lowed, that illustrious association, im- 
mense fortune, luxurious profusion, and 
voluptuous indulgence, find ready apolo- 
gists. Nay, we seem not so far behind 
even the Spartan practice of virtue, as 
some grumbling moralists would have us. 



i 
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believe ; for, even in borrowing and lend- 
ing of wives, we have Lycuguses in the 
very highest rank of society ; and the 
legislator of Lacedemon, is now rivalled by 
the sexual reciprocity between the prince 
and the courtier of Europe. 

That sexual love, however, which in 
its notoriety disrespects society, is, even 
independent of other consequences, at 
least as blameable as the epicure's gross 
and obtrusive description of the indul- 
gence of his appetite, or any other descrip)- 
tion of sensual pleasure, at which all per- 
sons of sense or senti ment revolt. 



We have hitherto spoken of these things 
without relation to moral and political con- 
sequences ; or we have illustrated them by 
the actual practices of society. We have 
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seen, that, if these consequences be ndlJ 
regarded, a lady and gentleman'^; hlendii] 
together two drops of albumen, is just ; 
crimina), as their blending together tw 
drops of saliva, or as their smelliujr a boi^ 
quet composed of more than one species i 
flower, or as their tasting half the variel 
of viands at a luxurious table. 

Now, all the consequences of sexual in- 
fidelity have a relation either to its infltt- 
ence on the domestic affections, or on irre' 
gular progeny. — Let us examine these two 
great heads in succession. 

I. On the subject of domestic affections, 
we have only to enquire, whether and how 
for they are diminished by sexual infide- 
lity. 



Here, we certainly have the attestatron 
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of the good and moral Plutarch, as al- 
ready quoted, that when a certain degree 
of natural liberty was allowed to the Gre- 
cian women, thev were less licencious 
than in after times, when that libei*ty was 
taken away. We must also admit, that, 
in modern times, and in our own country, 
there are innumerable instances in which 
men and women have indulged in tempo- 
rary and evanescent loves, without ever 
having seriously neglected their wives, 
husbands or families. There are few men, 
indeed, and far fewer women than is com- 
monly imagined, who have not indulged 
irregular pleasures ; and, if the number of 
abandoned, ruined or neglected families 
were as great as the number of husbands 
or wives who have sinned in this respect, 
this sin would undoubtedly be the most 
extensive, and this calamity the heaviest, 

that England ever had to endure. 

u 
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it is, to tnttli, a fact which cannot h^ 
denied, that, leoiporary indulgeiiris out! 
pttsKiDg aiDOurs, scarcely ever lead to 
pennauent attaclinient (o one party, or 
lasting estrangement from another. The 
very facility of indiilgeuce. or indulgence 
however obtaioed, annilulates the passioD, 
and defeats that aj^ociation, iotiiaacy antf 
friendship which wnidd be the essence of 
a new domestic afTtfction. If, indeed, va- 
riety be the very soul ofBuch indulgence, 
it would be as al>surd to fear from that in- 
dulgence any lasting effects, as it would be 
to fear the permanence or the invariable- 
nes8 of variety. 



It is, moreover, well known, that tbe 
jealousy of one party, so powerfully tencb 
to the estrangement of the other, that it n 
almost always the jealousy of Ihat par^ 
and the persecution consequent to it, which 
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drive the other from home. And itsome"* 
times is not without a long continued 
course of these, that that end is effected. 
Nay, it is astonishing with what difl^culty 
people detach themselves, even from bad 
mates ; for that evanescent love which de* 
pends on variety, and which is absolutely 
abhorrent of permanence, opposes not 
even an obstacle to the lasting sentiment 
which is founded on ancient association, 
long continued friendship, the knowledge 
that the world has thought them one, and 
expects to find them so, the fear of dis- 
grace and obloquy, &c. 

Justice, then, demands out acknow- 
ledgement, that sexual infidelity injures 
domestic affections chiefly, when jealousy 
and persecution ensue. 



Now, although this jealousy and perse^ 
cation are not the act of the individual in 
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whom ttie sexual infidelity occurs, 
although jealousy, far from being aproofof 
love, is a proof only of exclusive selRiiihness 
and injured pride, {for love, if free from 
these passions, would rejoice in every plea- 
sure of the object beloved), yet as sexual 
infidelity may excite jealousy and 
secution its iufluence on both parties 
far to be deprecated. 



I 



If to this excitement of jealousy 
persecution, be addt^d {certainly not neces- 
sarily) low and degrading or improper 
association, iadecent exposure of senttual 
indulgence, and great waste of either lime 
or fortune ; then, we see the sum of injury 
to the domestic affections which the 
species of sexual infidelity may prodi 



le MflHty 



II. On the second head, of irregular proge- 
y, we have only to enquire J 
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infidelity is productive of this. Now, every 
person conversant in the physical nature of 
inan, is well aware, that temporary amours 
are scarcely ever productive, and that it 
]« only continued ones which give origin to 
children. This cannot better be illustrated 
than by the case of courtezans, who, 
during a long career of licencious love, 
scarcely ever become mothers, but who, if 
afterwards married, are as productive as 
women who have lived the most secluded 
and abstemious lives. It is also \ve\l 
known, that the commonest women, who 
for petty crimes are banished from the 
streets of London to Austral- Asin, generally 
become mothers, on fonring any regular 
connection in that new world. 

Instead, then, of blaming sexual infi- 
delity on account of its irregular produce 
tivenees, it would be more just to blame it 
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OD account of its non-productiveuess — on 
account of its useless waste of life, and of 
its energies. 

It must, however, be observed, that if 
the periods of association for sexual infide- 
lity be of long continuance, and occur be- 
tween parties who are mutually capable of 
procreation, and who mutually abandon 
themselves to that pleasure, without which 
no procreation can exist, then, irre^lar 
progeny may be called into life, and the 
crime of producing it, such as both the par- 
ties and moralists may deem it, ma^ be 
consummated. 



Thus, in the worst cases, both jealousy 
and persecution on the one hand, and ir- 
regular progeny on the other, may be the 
consequences of sexual infidelity. 
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Domestic infelicity, resultiiijj^ from sex- 
ual infidelity, happens chiefly to yomig 
people^ whose want of experience, igno- 
rance of the world, and extravagant expec- 
tations, are very often a source of great 
misery. The wants of physical love, 
which actuate them powerfully, though 

unseen and undefined, and the attractions 
of beauty, which may be more or less par- 
tial, completely blind them to almost 
every circumstance in the character of the 
person with whom they accidentally asso- 
ciate. The imagination, rendered active 
by the excitement of love, associates the 
peculiar form of the person beloved, with 

the gratification of the passion itself; the 

former is felt to be a necessary condition of 

the latter ; and so complete does the 

unity of the passion and its object become. 



I 




rviii^^ 



,*^:« trtKsir. uiiL Tii; i«r: 

i^adi^ -»c -it T— ClCtHI 1 

itt i&K SmnKT >c i*3i*:k WkA forUK fcd 

MOKiv^ac xtiiaoiiefi « ck pw m lcMi ex- 

aad n th«^ bn^ rj^ vtuck. tke KpcnCr of 
iketr remark* are io proportioo to their 
former iWunitjo. Each, tben, begins to 
think that they have committed an error ;. 
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and each, to suspect the other of regret- 
ting it. 

When, now, the hours of recrimination 
or of gloom are relieved, by the accidental 
call of a youthful, and perhaps attractive, 
male or female visitor, the features of the 
young wife or husband, are lighted with a 
smile to receive them^ partly from grati- 
tude for the relief they bring, partly from 
contrariety. The lightened features and 
glad welcome are instantly observed by 
that individual of the married couple, 
whose sex resembles that of the visitor, 
who is consequently, in imagination, trans- 
muted into a rival. The other member of 
the married couple, now probably coquets 
with a fourth person by way of retaliation ; 
and that which began in capricious spite or 
sport, sometimes ends in dangerous at- 
tachment. 
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muliirer association ; and tLeii is wen th^ 
apparent [ilieuonieuon of porsotis wlio Imd 
lived uiihajipily k^etlier, now living hap- 
pilj' witli mates wlio are perhaps neilhei 
more altradive, nor more virtuous assocj^ 
ates. IntTcase)! experirure, bcntvolcno 
»nd lilicrality, arc IVequenlly the bases 
ttiin late attained ft-lii-ity. 



There is, perhaps, no error in the educa- 
tion of women which is so absurd or which 
tends so greatly to the misfortunes we have 
described, as the lesson which vanity and 
flattery so often inculcate — that beautiful 
women are destined to command loven 
prostrate and iidoving, and hnsbands re- 
spectful and obedient. Or rather, it is per- 
haps, the direct and literal sense in which 
they apprehend this flattering tale, which is 
50 fatal to their happiness. A beautiful and 
amiable woman is indeed destined to com- 
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mand ; but it is not, because ber slightest 
wish has coutrouled the lover, that, wheu 
that wish is re-expressed to the husband, 
it is to extract an instant and servile obe- 
dience: the beautiful and amiable woman 
stoops to conquer : by gentleness — by obe- 
dience, she irresistibly wins her husband 
to every reasonable desire : and there is 
none, who is either manly or generous, 
who would not blush to refuse the boon 
due to that graceful solicitation or charm- 
ing seduction, which has gladdened a mo- 
ment of life. 

If, then, if generally be maturity of age, 
which confers this experience on woman, 
it will be evident, why, to men of similar 
experience, the association of very young 
women offers only a promise of inexpe- 
rience, ignorance, caprice and trouble. 
Thusi within moderate limits, it may truly 
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be said, lliat woman is not the worse of 
af,'e. At mHturity, it in especially to I« 
observed, that the love of pleasore, the 
knowledge of a\\ it» means, the coiisci- 
0UKIIC88 of all its modifications, and tlie 
powpr of exquisitely enjoying it, are all 
of thnm incomparably greater; no jea- 
iousy — no irritation intervenes; each la 
lased with every natural and fair t?n- 
joyment of llie oilier ; and even when the 
forms of beauty lose their purity, and 
its colours their brilUance, the lover's 
poetical spirit re-creates them, and be 
revels in pleasures, which are not less 
real, because they are imaginary. 



If we were not affraid of being mis- 
apprehended, we would say that an 
intelligent and graceful woman, vei^ng 
even toward age, is an extremely poeticd 

objecti- W4io can imagine that Pericles, 

even in old age, would not look back with 
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pleasure on the youthful joys of Aspasin, 
on the triumphs of her beauty ^vheu ui the 
temple of Venus, legislators, oratore, poets 
and heroes, felt, in their hearts, her presence 
more powerful than that of the Coddessl 
Or who imagine, that such a recollection 
of past pleasures, freed from the turbulence 
and jealousy of passion, approached not in 

enjoyment their actual possession? W ho 

could lately have seen, on the promenade 
of our fashionable world, the once lovely, 
and still beautiful Mrs. L , without re- 
calling in imagination the time, when she 
was the life and light of polished society, 
and fi hen those admitted to her presence, 
were scarcely less numerous or less de- 
jffitedj than the worshipers of Gnidus or 
Cytheron, — without finding in her charm- 
ing face and form, a solution of that gallant 
demotion, which characterized the ages of 
chivalry,— or without declaring, with a 
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friend of ours, that he would rather becoH 
the husband of such a woman atfif^y, thai 
of half the voiing women of twenty five ! 



When, indeed, weconsider how chan 
ing that momentary expression of features 
is, which silently unfolds the tale of form- 
er loves, which nicely appreciates all the 
ardour of the present lover, and whicb 
enhances love by well knowing 
causei^, means and modifications, we ai 
not surprised, that enjoynienl (when oi 
modeled upon that prudence which pi 
scribes, in the object of its love, all pleasures 
wl)i(-ti are not its own] should sonictiines in- 
duce the maid to cbuse a rake, and should 
always make a young and lovely widow 
moredisposeable than a virgin. lodeed, 
that seduction which the better sort of 
courtezanism may possess, is greatlj 
founded upon this very quality. 



licb^^^ 
)ro^^| 
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From all, then, that we have said, hu- 
man nature appears pretty much the same 
among the English, French and Italians, 
as among the Spartans, according to Plu- 
tarch, and the Athenians according to 
Xenophon. 



Having thus seen, that it is by the con* 
tinned incontinence of married women 
alone, or more properly by their deliberate 
surrender of themselves to sexual pleasure, 
with a new individual, during a period or 
periods of some continuance, that fair inhe- 
ritance can be disturbed, we are naturally 
led to the consideration of Divorce. 

The general question of the justice or 
expediency of divorce, and of its various 
degrees of facility or of difficulty, has been 
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greatly complicated and obscured by 
neglect of a discriminating and analyticalj 
examioation. The consideration of chit-^ 
dren, in particular, has been introduced 
as affecting the whole question ; whereas, 
it can affect only one of its cases. No con- 
sideration of children ought surely to en- 
hance the difficulty of divorce in c-asi 
where they do not exist; and it is rigbl 
in the first instance, to discuss the subject 
of divorce, without reference to children, 
because such an event may easily pi 
their procreation. 

Supposing, then, the nonexistence 
children, let us examine divorce as una 
barrased by such a consideration. 

Divorce, then, seems naturally to I 
divided into divorce properly t»o callei 
and repudiation. 



n- ; 
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bivorce properly so called, iinplies the 
separation of husband and wife by mutual 
consent. Now, as> in such case, children 
being absent, there is no third party, nor 
any degree of that abandoned and unpro- 
tected helplesHnes which might call for the 
interference of a fourth party in relatives, 
or of a fifth in society, it is evident, that 
the whole affair belongs to two indepen- 
dent beings, whose free and full consent 
can alone, with any justice, be required in 
the act of divorce. As, in such a case, 
society liave no reasonable claim of inter- 
ference, so it is fortunate, that they are 
spared the detail of incompatibilities, of 
weaknesses, of errors, or of crimes, the 
habitual relation of which, can tend only 
to familiarize vice, and to corrupt public 
morals. 



Repudiation implies the reparation uf 

x2 
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huslnod and wile, withtbecottaait of one, 
and in oppnsition lo the iiill of tfae otber 
party. Xow, cbildreo being absent in 
tfatt case also, it is only necessary that llie 
accused parly should be birij defended, 
and tliat ju!«tice should be aaained. The 
satufactorj evideoce, therefore, of two or 
ore witnesses is here required, and is 
1 which can be required to sabstantiate 
the truth of the accusations adduced, and 
to vindicate the accuser's claim of repudi- 
ation ; and, if, in this case, it be to be re- 
gretted, that the incompatibilities, the 
weaknesses, the errors, or the crimett of 
an individual, are rendered the means of 
public demoralization, it is, at least, satis- 
factory, that there is in the interests of 
that individual, a pledge that this will not 
be wantonly permitted. 



The existence of children greatly modi- 
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fies divorce and repudiation, and ought 
unquestionably to enhance their difficulty. 
The precise degree, however, in which the 
existence of children ought to increase the 
difficulty of divorce and repudiation, is 
easily determined, by means of an accu- 
rate examination of the new relations and 
claims which children produce. 

Children, then, constitute a third party, 
to wliich the first and second have volun- 
tarily surrendered their independence, — a 
party which, as it may be helpless, de- 
mands the interference of a fourth party in 
relatives, or of a fifth in societv. The 
new relations, thus produced, indicate, 
then, the new mode of procedure reqiiir- 
ed : the new interests must be satisfied : 
and the just and liberal mode of effecting 
this, is evidently by an appeal to those in- 
terests themselves. Hence, divorce and 
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repudiation, where children exist, can 
differ from those in which Ihey do uot ex- 
ist, only in roquiring the consent of tho 
nearest relative— on each side in divorce, 
and on tliesidc of the injured paiiy in re- 
pudiation. 



Sucli, then, seem to be the whole of Ute 
just and natural impediments which onglit 
to be thrown in the way of divorce ; and, 
while the removal of the unjust and unna- 
tural restraints of a blind and barbarous 
legislation, would greatly diminish the 
sum of human misery, thejustand natural 
restraints here proposed would guard, by 
the solemnity and sacredness of related 
consent, against the -vice of loose connec- 
tions and licentious separations. 



CATALOGUE RAISONNE 



CATALOGUE RAISONNEI 



DEFECTS OF FEMALE BEAC 



I5D1CAT10EI5. 

A* preliminary, X:< the following list, it 
may not be amiss to give a few iodicatioDS, 
by which the Kalogynomist, who bai^Mos 
to follow a female in the street, or on the 
promenade, may be aided b determiDiDg 
whether it is north his while to glance at 
her face in passing. 



These indications may be derived from 
bcr general figure, her gait, her costume, 

and the conduct of those who may happen 
1<i meet her. 
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I. Ah to THE FIGURE, a certain symmetry 
or disproportion of parts (either of which 
belongs exclusively to the mechanical sys- 
tem), — or a certain softness or hardness of 
form (which belong exclusively to the vital 
system), — or a certain delicacy or coarse- 
ness of outline (which belong exclusively 
to the intellectual system), — these recipro- 
cally denote a mechanical symmetry or 
disproportion,— or a vital softness or hard- 
ness,— *or an intellectual delicacy or coarse- 
ness of the features of the face. 

We have here carefully marked these 
qualities in pairs, as each belonging to its 
respective system ; for, without this, there 
can be no accurate or useful observation ; 
and the intelligent observer who has care- 
fully studied the " Introduction" of tliis 
work, will both understand the language) 
we use, and profit by it apprehension. A 




HHOv v^Hra: ttemas- endasw^ tm the 
vca 'f^^:SE:aL- — tr tUK f^rpeniic^ar ■isiiig' 
f£ Ttti itffid. tc i-v-e-} imfnise: to aHf, 

('jr5«ia»raidmr msriianKal- w vibd, or ia- 

snrps x~iti iky 



To ftBi :■:■ iL-~ ic<« ibi otilitT of these 
fkahai? -.-! ^.-jSlosi)--; or iodicalkm, let 
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us take a few instances. — If, in any indi- 
vidutil, niechaiiical symmetry of figure are 
combined with direct and linear gait, a 
character of mind and countenance not ab- 
solutely repulsive, but cold and insipid, ig 
indicated. — If vital softness ot figure is 
combined, with a gentle lateral rolling of 
the body ill its gait, voluptuous character 
and eTipression of countenance are indi- 
cated. — If delicacy of outline in the figure, 
be combined mth 'peqiendicular rising of 
the head, vanity is indicated.— But there 
are innumerable combinations and modifi- 
cations of the elements which we Iiave just 
described. Expressions of pride, difier- 
ing somewhat from vanity, of deterrauia- 
tion, or obstinacy, &c. are all observable. 



111. As to THE COSTt'ME, IllOUgh IcBS tO 

be relied on than the preceding indica- 
tions, yet it is not without its value. The 
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woman who possesses a cultivated tasle, 
and a corresponding' expression of coimte- 
uaiice, will generally be tastcftilly riresKi^ ; 
and the vulgar woman, wifh fentiires cor- 
respondingly rude, will easily \ye seen 
(hrouffli the inappropriato mask in which 
her milliner or dress-maker may have in- 
vested her. 



IV. As to THE CONDUCT of those who 
may happen to meet the woman who pre- 
cedes in the street or in the promenade, it 
it will differ according to the sex of the 
persons who meet her. — If the person be 
a man, and the lady be beautiful, he will 
not ouly look with an expression of plea- 
sure at her countenance, but he will turn 
more or less completely to survey her. — 
II the person be a woman, and if both be 
ugly or both be beantiful, or if the ap- 
pioacliiiig peicion be beautiful and the lady 



LAWS OF FEMALE BEAUTY. 317 

prccediDg be ugly, then it is probable, that 
the approaching person may pass by inat- 
tentively, casting merely an indifferent 
glance: if, on the contrary, the woman 
approaching be ugly, and the lady pre- 
ceding be beautiful, then the former will 
examine the latter with the utmost nicety, 
and when she sees features and even shape 
without defect, she will fix her eyes on the 
head-dress or gown in order to find some 
object for censure. 



CAtXLOeXK, 




I 'Hint "■ 



mi cfi<iii;rfi reser:ul7 BwccAid and jkU- 
uer tjiaa m man- im ooc m some places, 

feurr in thf: di.zhs- for reaaoas vltidb 
win l« ifV^rward* astfizned. as wdl k to 
C^fnpf^te b^r ^neaitr bft^ of sostentaliOD, 
vid Ut pf^Tunt the ease and stippleoess of 
turr riKrtemefitj. 
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f The following defects, from Three to Fifteen 
inciusice^ have necessari/j/ a reference aiso to the 
Vital System ; because the form and capacity of 
the cavities here spoken of as belonQing to the 
Mechanical System, have an obvious relation to 
the Vital Organs tchich these rarities are destined 
to contain. J 

3. It is a defect^ if, in a mature female, 
the length of the neck, compared with 
the trunk, be not proportionally somewhat 
less than in the male; because^ in her, the 
predominance of tlie vital system, and the 
dependence of the intellectual, arenaturaU 
ly connected with the shorter course of the 
vessels which pass from the former to the 
latter. — Hence, men who have a very 
large trunk, have generally a short neck, 
and are liable to apoplectic affections. 

4. It is a defect, if the upper part of 
THE BODY (exclusive of the bosom), be 
proportionally more, and the lower 




^(tf^a 3S wuie ^a die aaniu-l>e« ; ittuim, 
lius ift^earun:^ i'raeraliT inses 6^)^ the 
najTowni^!**? of the pefris. urd tts consf- 
rfCKfit cn6ub^=<> tt)r s«sCuioa aid par- 
turition. 



6. It U al»oa defect, if the shocldeks 
U; miir;li narrower than the pelvis ; bntaue, 
it indicate!) extreme weakness cftbe me- 
<'hanical sv^^tt-in uiid it.s niter dbproportioD 
li. tlifc vital 
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7. It is a defect, if the shoulders do 
liot slope from the lower part of the neck ; 
because^ it shows that the upper part of the 
chest is not sufficiently wide of itself, but 
is rendered angular by the muscularity, 
&c. of the shoulders. 

8. It is consequently a defect, if the 

UPPER PART OF THE CHEST OWC UOt itS 

breadth rather to itself than to the size of 
the shoulders ; because^ it shows that the 
vital organs contained in the chest, are not 
sufficiently expanded. 

9. It is a defect, if the back be not 
hollow ; because^ it shows that the pelvis is 
not sufficiently deep to project posteriorly, 
nor consequently of sufficient capacity for 
gestation and parturition. 

10. It is a defect, if the chest do not 

Y 




the light- 
■ ari beu^ of tibe Mtt^miical ^rston 
^ Js ddtrored by the oumtraioed expunon 
•ftbcviul. 



11. It is a defect, if the HAUKCHObe 
kaot widely expanded (as alreadj implieil 
^ Id epeakiog of tbe shoulders] ; bccaujt,^ 

interior cavity of the pelvis is then iasuffi- 
cient ffM* gestatioti attd parturitioD. 

12. It is a defect, if in consequence of 
the form of the pelvis, the Moks Veke- 
mis be not more protnineDt than the chest ; 
because, the pelvic cavity_is then also io- 
miBcient for gestation iuid parturition. 



13; It is a defect, if the depth of tse 
PELVIS, or its projection backnrard be not 
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enough to render the bark hollow; he- 
eausej the capacity of the pelvis i$ then 
likewise insufficient for gestation and par- 
turition. 



14. It is a defect, if the thighs of 
woman be not wider than those of man ; 
because^ the width of the female pelvis and 
the position of man in the sexual embrace 
both require this. 

15. It is a defect, if the sise of the 
THIGHS be not large, the haunches as it 
were increasing till they reach their great- 
est extent at the upper part of the thigh, 
which rises as high as the Mens Veneris ; 
because^ a disagreeable vacuity is then left 
between them, and the male loses that 
smooth and elastic support which is as 
necessary to the success, as to the plea* 
sure of the sexual embrace. 
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16. It is a defect, if the akus and thb 
LIMBS do not taper greatly as they recede 
from the trunk, and if the hands and feet 
be not small ; because^ it is the vital vy^r 
tem and the trunk, which is by far the 
most important part in the female. 

17. It is a defect, if the arms be not 
shorter than in man ; because^ these parts 
are less related to the more feminine vital, 
than to the more masculine, mechanical 
system. 
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DEFECTS or THE VITAL SYSTEM OF WOMEN. 

(Wt do not here mention defects of the con- 
tained Vital Parts, which hare been already tm- 
plied in enumerating those of the containing Me- 
chanical Parts. The intelligent reader will 
exercise his skill in supplying these and similar 
omissions.) 

1. It is a defect, if, in a young woman, 
THE MAMMiE, without being too large, do 
not occupy the bosom, and rise from it with 
nearly equal curves on every side, which 
equally terminate in their apices ; or if, in 
the mature woman, thev do not seem late- 
rally to protrude on the space occupied by 
the arms ; because^ it shows that this im- 
portant part of the vital system is insuffi- 
ciently developed. 

2. It is a defect, if the waist, tapering^ 



^E^^^H 


■ 


■ 
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1 


little fartlier thuu the middle of the 


^M 


and being sufficiently marked, be not als^^| 


encroached on, as it were, 


by Ibe 


TOIOI^H 


ttious etii-boii-})oint, of all tbe contigiion^^H 


paits ; because, it siinilavly 


shows 


feeblH 


iiessintbat system, wliicli 


is by 


<araH 


most important to women. 




■ 


3. It is a defect, if tke 


WAIST, 


^M 



contraiy, be broad ; because, it shows that 
expansion of the liver and other glands, 
which is generalt}' the I'esult of their im- 
proper excitement. 



4. It is a defect, if the abdomes be not 
moderately expanded, its upper portion 
beginning to swell ont higher, eveo than 
the Hmbilicus, and its greatest projection 
being ahno<;t ini mediately nnder that 
point; because, it slinivti a w&tkriess of the 
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great vital system, and a disproportion to 
the parts immediately al>ove. 

6. It is a defect, if the abdomen which 
should be highest immediately under the 
umbilicus, slope not gently towards the 
Mons Veneris, and is more prominent 
elsewhere ; because, it is tlie result of that 
excessive expansion which takes place 
during parturition. 

6. It is a defect, if the abdomen 
which, as well as being elevated, should 
be narrow at its upper part, become as 
broad there as below, and lose that gentle 
lateral depression by which it is distin- 
guished from the more muscular parts on 
the sides of the pelvis ; because, it indicates 
the operation of the causes mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph* 
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7. It is a defect, if A REtumKABL: 
rtiLLKESS exist DOt behind the upper part 1 
oflhe haunches, nnd on each side of Ibe'l 
lower port of the spine, cotumeitciug^ 
hif^h as the n-aisl, aud terminating in thffJ 
still greater swell of the dtHtiDctly 
rated hips ; the Hat expanse between tbet 
ami immediately over the fissure of t 
hips, being relieved by a coui>idu-rable ' 
dimple on each side, caused by the eleva- 
tion of all the surrounding parts ; because, 
it indicates feeblenei^s in that system which 
is most essential to woman. 



8. It is a defect, if the cellular tiMsue 
and THE EM-Box-poiNT wMch is connect- 
ed with it, do not predominate ; because., 
this likenise shows that the vital system is 
feeble, and it deprives women of the 
voluptuous forms and motions which are 
necessary to love. 
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9. It is a defect, if the skin be not 
transparent, the complexion pure, and 
the HAIR fine ; because^ these likewise show 
the feebleness of that system which is 
most important to woman. 
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